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PARTY, STATE AFFAIRS 


GROSSU SPEECH AT 6TH MOLDAVIAN TEACHERS CONGFSS 
Kishinev SOVETSKAYA MOLDAVIYA in Russian 16 May 87 pp 1, 2 


[ATEM report on speech by S.K. Grossu, first secretary of the Moldavian CP 
Central Committee at the 6th Moldavian Teachers Congress Held 15 Mey 1987 in 
Kishinev: "We Are on the Right Road, But There Is Much Work Ahead of Us"] 


[Text] Esteemed Comrades! 


The work of this high forum of the republic's teachers is taking place ata 
noteworthy time: the restructuring which has been unleashed in the country 
has changed the atmosphere in society, freed up people's social and political 
activism, and every day affects ever-wider circles of problems and ever-deeper 
layers of life. "We are on the right road, but there is much work ahead of 
us," Mikhail Sergeyevich Gorbachev emphasized in his speech in the city of 
Leninsk. 


The problems being discussed at this congress are enormously significant. 
They are linked with implementing reform of the general-education and 
vocational-education schools, with that unique role which the school plays in 
rearing the younger generation, prepared to act in accordance with the highest 
criteria of civic-mindedness and social responsibility. Carrying out the 
reform is one of the most important lines of activity for the Communist Party 
and the Soviet state. How well it will be implemented depends on how 
substantial a contribution the new generations make to our common cause, on 
what successes the people achieve in carrying out the revolutionary changes in 
society which have been outlined by the party. 


The reports and speeches by the delegates to this congress have provided a 
multifaceted analysis of the progress teing made in implementing the school 
reform in this republic. It has been noted that a transition is being made to 
a new educational structure, to teaching the basic mass of children from the 
age of 6 on. Computers are coming into the schools; the labor activity of 
pupils is being organized to meet the new requirements, and so is their 
vocational training; the attention of party, soviet, and management organs to 
education has become more specific. 


During the years of reform 72 schools with places for 55,700 pupils have been 
put into operation, as well as 3 complexes of vocational-technical education 





complexes. Conditions were created for training skilled working personnel in 
11 new occupations, among which are ChPU [numerical program controlled] 
machine-tool operator, computer operator, and a number of others. Almost 
31,000 places for children were introduced in preschool institutions. 


Our plans for the immediate future are truly grand in scope. During the 12th 
Five-Year Plan alone the number of pupil places in the schools will increase 
by more than 160,000—by a factoi: of 1.6 more than in the previous five-year 
plan. The number of children's places in preschool institutions will increase 
by a factor of 1.7, and the problem of placing children in them will already 
be completely solved by the year 1990. 


On the whole, it can be said that the foundation has been laid for 
implementing the requirements of the reform. Now it is important, without 
either resting on our laurels or overestimating by one iota what has been 
accomplished, to proceed more broadly and deeply in this extremely important 
matter, without slackening either the pace or the zeal in carrying out the 
measures outlined by us in accordance with the resolutions which the party and 
the government adopted on general-education and vocational-technical schools. 


There can be only one criterion in this work--a demandingly strict 
reevaluation of what has been done, a profound rethinking of plans for the 
future, arming the entire pedagogical community with an uncompromising 
analysis of its own activity in the spirit of the radical positions of the 
party's strategic course aimed at restructuring, in the spirit of the 
requirements set forth by the 27th Party Congress and the January (1987) 
Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee. It is gratifying to note that it was 
precisely this criterion which guided the delegates who have spoken from the 
rostrum of this congress; this was the specific keynote of today's discussion 
about restructuring public education, the need to decisively overcome stagnant 
processes and to shatter the braking mechanism. 


Reevaluztion of what has been accomplished is extremely necessary. Without in 
any way demeaning the work of the school in the past, the party in all 
frankness says that stagnant phenomena have also affected its features. A 
unique kind of absolutization has taken place in the formation in practice of 
not the most progressive forms of organizing the school's vital activity, an 
inommensurate regimentation of the system of indoctrination, a contradictory 
quality among the various prescriptions with regard to organizing education. 
Moreover, the practical line of instruction did not sufficiently ensure an 
implementation of the Leninist idea of an integrated labor-type polytechnical 
school. 


In recent years the Moldavian CP Central Committee has on several occasions 
examined the questions of educational reform as a whole and in the cross- 
section of individual problems. Serious shortcomings have been revealed in 
solving the problem of strengthening the material base of the schools and 
vocational-technical schools, as well as in the status of ideological- 
political indoctrination and the occupational training of future young workers 
within the system of Gosprofobr [State Committee for Vocational and Technical 
Education], in the educational process, etc. 














It must be said that we are alarmed by the fact that neither the general- 
education nor the vocational schools have fully become for the rising 
generation schools of iife, thought, or active participation, i.e., they have 
not responded to the principal questions connected with renewing the contents 
of education. It is precisely this that we expect from the reform, for we 
well know that bits and pieces of an education often result in an attitude of 
irresponsibility toward the matter at hand on the part of young workers and 
kolkhoz members. 


In examining the causes of the shortcomings and the wheel spinning of the 
reform, we must mention, above all, the lack of improvement in the style and 
methods of the activities of this republic's Ministry of Education and 
Gosprofobr, as well as the public-education divisions, and their slow pace of 
restructuring. Still prevalent here are stagnant, conservative management 
methods; they have not yet rooted out the practice of issuing innumerable 
orders and dispositions; there is not enough everyday, organizational work 
with personnel, nor a vital link with the pedagogical collectives. In the 
educational organs one frequently encounters persons who strive as hard as 
possible to make it appear that things are going well; they fear the truth and 
an honest and frank converstaion about school life; they are afraid that some 
very old weak spots would be revcaled. 


This feeling likewise has been conveyed to the pedagogical groups in the 
schools themselves, where to this very day there are instances of over- 
organization, formalism, and ignoring the possibilities of student self- 
government. And it is not surprising that under such conditions fresh 
pedagogical ideas do not receive the attention they should, that people's 
vital experience, innovation, and new forms of organizing pedagogical work do 
not always succeed in clearing a path for themselves. 


The congress delegates have spoken quite a bit about this and justifiably so. 
During the years of the reform which have elapsed more than a hundred advanced 
pedagogical ideas have been approved by the pedagogical groups and public 
education divisions within the system of the Moldavian SSR Ministry of 
Education and Gosprofobr. This figure seems quite impressive. And the yield 
is more than modest. There has been no decrease in the number of teachers of 
average schoolchildren, nor of those who teach the weaker pupils. You 
yourselves know the reason for this: the schools have not yet succeeded in 
getting away from a mere cursory descriptiveness of new experience; they have 
not learred how to distinguish the important phenomena among all the various 
facts. Moreover, it is only the phenomena of new quality which are capable of 
bringing about the practical work of elevating oneself to a higher level. 


Our pedagogical science is also to blame for this situation. Though it is 
supposed to accelerate the restructuring of the schools, it has been too slow 
in responding to their intellectual requirements, and, no matter how strange 
or bad it may seem, it is far from seeing the possibilities and needs of the 
pedagogical collectives and school education in the new way. Pedagogical 
science has to restructure itself more rapidly, to free itself from excessive 
descriptiveness and other defects of its research activity; it must be bolder 
in tackling the problems linked with solving the genuine problems of 
education, in thoroughly studying and summarizing the advanced experience of 

















pedagogical theory and practice. Teachers need new instructional manuals, 
textbooks, programs, and good methodological literature written in the spirit 
of our times. In this connection too, pedagogical science must utter its own 
substantial words. 


In speaking about textbooks, I would like to emphasize that we must involve 
more figures from literature and art in their publication, as well as teachers 
with a great deal of experience, and that the topical problems of textbook 
literature, pedagogical practice, family and school upbringing ought to be 
elucidated more widely in the republio-level press; and they should be made 
accessible to the public. The pages of journals and newspapers, movie 
screens, and radio broadcasts should acquaint us more frequently and more 
deeply with the experience of innovative teachers, as well as a school's 
problems and searchings. 


Labor education is rightly considered to be the basic part of all ideological- 
educational work. It has already become a genuine truth that the closer 
together we bring school and production, the more substantial the educational, 
political, economic, and personnel yield will be. 


The numerous opinions and examples of labor education which have been sounded 
forth at this congress attest to the fact that practical participation by 
schoolchildren in labor is not only of great socioeconomic importance but is 
also an utterly irreplaceable school of moral courage for the rising 
generation, its civic and labor toughening process. All this is likewise a 
living embodiment of the Leninist legacy of the need to set up the instruction 
of youths in such a way “that every day in every village and in every city a 
youngster solves in a practical way a certain task of common labor; even if it 
is only the smallest or simplest one." 


Today more than 40,000 work places have been equipped at this republic's base 
enterprises and in the schools; more than 60 working occupations are being 
mastered. Almost 36,000 future workers are enrolled at 41 inter-school 
teaching-and-produc*tion combines. Moreover, approximately half of them are 
already fulfilling orders for the base enterprises. Every year more than 
12,000 young persons pour into the sphere of material productica. 


Nevertheless, at a number of this republic's institutions the level of work 
with regard to labor education and vocational guidance for pupils is extremely 
low. The transition to cost accounting and self-support [samookupayemost] is 
being used by some economic managers as an excuse to depart from school 
matters, to objectively and permanently abandon concerning themselves with 
training pupils for labor. But, of course, it is specifically productive 
labor which is supposed to teach the coming century's working personnel, and 
already today. It is very seldom that schoolchildren are allowed to use up- 
to-date equipment; they are usualiy assigned primarily manual labor, 
performing extremely simple operations which afford them no ideas of the end 
result. 


What this leads to is attested by the following figures: only 23 percent of 
the republic's 10th-grade graduates continue to work or study in the same 
subject field that they majored in at school. The proportion of young persons 











entering the sphere of material production after graduating from school has 
declined during the last three years by four percent. 


In Kishinev during the last five-year plan two-thirds of the increase in the 
able-bodied population occurred from the rural areas. This was the reult of 
objective processes. But there is also another side to the question: for 
many officials it became simpler to attract workers from the outside than to 
train them on the spot. As a result, approximately two-thirds of Kishinev's 
school graduates for a long time did not know what to do further or where to 
go. 


I would like to draw your attention, furthermore, to the fact that young 
persons too often choose their major field of study without taking into 
account the genuine needs of cities and rayons. It is precisely in this 
matter that the insufficient interconnection between the general-education and 
vocational-technical training of pupils manifests itself mcst sharply. What 
we are talking about is not a mechanical association of general-education 
subjects and disciplines of the vocational-technical cycle, but about 
combining them on the basis of a close interconnection, an organic merger of 
knowledge, habits, and skills to be acquired by the pupils in lessons studying 
the fundamentals of science and in on-the-job training which further deepens 
and develops then. 


Carrying out this task depends, to a large extent, on the joint avtions of the 
school and the PTU [vocational-technical school]. However, the numerous 
decisions adopted by this republic's Ministry of Education and Gosprofobr 
regarding the joint use of workshoy:s, study-rooms, inter-school training- 
production combines, and vocational-technical school bases have been poorly 
implemented. We must more rapidly set right the cooperation between the two 
departments in this matter and decisively overcome sluggishness and localisn. 


I would particularly like to emphasize the need for intensifying our concern 
over improving the instruction and vocational guidance of rural 
schoolchildren--those kids who in the not-too-distant future will have to 
assume responsibility for the fate of the harvest, and become skilled machine- 
operators, livestock-raisers, and farm managers. Our position on this matter 
is a principled, party one. What we are talking about is carrying out a 
large, important state task. And it must be solved on the basis of those 
requirements which the strategy of acceleration has set forth, improving 
management methods, and retooling. We must persistently introduce into the 
pupils’ environment the brigade-contract method, cost accounting, and 
socialist competition. We must teach the kids to be guided by economic 
categories, instruct them to work on up-to-date equipment, utilizing 
progressive technologies. 


Unfortunately, the bases for vocational instruction and production work by 
schoolchiidren are also being created too slowly in the rural areas. Fifty- 
nine general-education schools lack training workshops, and more than half the 
schools do not have studyrooms for service work. Operating in most of the 
school workshops is equipment which was made 15 or 20 years ago. There is a 
shortage of about 20,000 work places for pupils, while in the APK 
{agroindustrial complexes] more than 30,000 of them need to be refurbished. 











The republic's Council of Ministers, ministries, and departments must be more 
concerned to allocate to the base enterprises of the schools and vocational- 
technical schools the materiai resources necessary to organize labor and 
vocational instruction, on-the-job work by schoolchildren, to solve the 
problems of paying wages to enterprise specialists delegated to work with the 
schoolchildren, as well as to carry out the deliveries of school equipment, 
training-type motor vehicles and tractors, and tools. 


All of us are duty-bound to see to it that pupils become fully involved in the 
social and production life of labor collectives, that they acquire a real idea 
of socialist property, the state plan, labor and production, discipline, 
wages, that they profoundly understand the party's economic policy, and know 
more about workers' traditions. 


It is impossible to imagine a present-day general-education or vocational 
school, all the more so, one of the future without study-rooms well-furnished 
with calculating equipment, without computers, or without using automated 
systems for controlling the educational-training process. This problem can be 
solved only on condition of more active help to the schools on the part of 
enterprises, scientific-research institutes, VUZ's, the Academy of Sciences, 
and all those who have specialists and the necessary equipment at their 
disposal. 


The level and breadth of civic upbringing, I would say, the potentials of a 
person's mind and heart are the principal moving force of social progress--and 
under present-day conditions they are becoming the determining factors. This 
stems from the Marxist-Leninist dialectic of the development of communist 
formation, which sets as its goal the full disclosure of the human in man. 


We must significantly strengthen the ideological and moral indoctrination of 
schoolchildren and PTU pupils. Sociological research which has been conducted 
shows that among a portion of the young people there is a lack of firm 
philosophical criteria, and the level of political culture is too low. 


The time of renewal persistently demands that the entire educational process 
become, to a much greater extent, the bearer of philosophical contents, that 
it be aimed at forming in the pupils a Marxist-Leninist conviction, the 
capacity to conduct independent, creative thought, that it develop an 
awareness of responsibility for the destiny of our socialist Homeland, 
innoculate them with a strong and lasting immunity against views and moral 
norms which are alien tous. In other words, we must overcome the existing 
monotony in ideological-indoctrinational work both in form and in content; we 
must make it interesting, aggressive, and productive of results. 


The 70th anniversary of the Great October Socialist Revolution is approaching. 
We need to make fuller use of the preparations for this noteworthy date for 
the purposes of education. Based on the example of Soviet Moldavia, we must 
clearly and convincingly reveal to young persons the superiority of the 
socialist system, its capacity to solve the basis problems of human existence. 
We also need to make extensive use in our propaganda work of the 175th 
anniversary of Bessarabia's liberation from the Ottoman yoke and its 
annexation by Russian--an historic act which allowed the Moldavian people to 








eternally link their own destiny with the great Russian, Ukrainian, and other 
peoples of our country. 


In the subjects of the sociopolitical cycle we must more actively implement 
the directives of the 27th Congress concerning the education of young people 
in the spirit of Bolshevism's great traditions; we must show them the very 
rich experience of the CPSU. The history of the Leninist party is not merely 
the glorious past which has now become silent but also an inalienable part of 
today’s vital political task and the rational intelligence of all communists. 


A great deal of attention should be paid in school to revealing the position 
s2t forth by the congress that the Communist Party is not only the political 
but also the moral vanguard of society. We must help the pupils to understand 
their own role in acceleration, restructuring, and in the mechanism of 
socialist democracy. 


International education is an extremely important task for the school. 
Along with certain successes in this work, there is still much that merely 
seems favorable. Formalism lurks, for example, in the corners of 
international friendship clubs, where quite a few foreign subjects of pressing 
mutual interest are discussed with our counterparts with our counterparts from 
other countries and republics. Those persons who check up on these things are 
basically satisfied and often praise them "for the broad geography of their 
ties" and the "richness of the assembled materials." 


But you will agree that internationalism is an attainment not only of the 
rational intellect but also, and probably above all, of moral feelings. 
International abundance is based not on geographical pruoximity but on the 
blood which has been shed in class struggles. It is a unity among worxing 
people. Nevertheless, certain teachers talk to schoolchildren about 
brotherhood without linking this concept with their personal experience or 
their specific social existence. 


That is why children often perceive our economic cooperation and cultural 
mutual enrichment as things elevated in high orbits, things which do not 
intersect their own life's paths, although, in fact, such intersections are 
encountered literally at every step. It is precisely the latter which must be 
shown to the children and not merely before the red-letter days, as happens at 
times, but rather every day. 


"New generations are entering upon life, and they must be education and 
provided with up-to-date concepts with regard to where they live, and how this 
unique phenomenon in human history has come about whereby more than 100 
nations and nationalities live, if we are to judge even by large historical 
criteria, in a good and friendly way*—this was stated by M.S. Gorbachev at a 
meeting in the CPSU Central Committee with leading officials of the mass 
information and propaganda media. 


In this connection, the study of Russian as a language of international 
communication assumes particular importance. There are quite a few problems 
here. First of all, there are not enough skiled specialists. Hence, there are 











also serious gaps in the knowledge and skills of many pupils, especially among 
those graduates of secondary schools where Moldavian is the language of 
instruction and where there are childrer of Gagauz or Bulgar nationalities. 
There are also questions involving the study of the Moldavian language. In 
many schools its study is conducted at an extremely low level. Our writers’ 
organization and the intelligentsia have raised this question pointedly. 
Particular attention must be paid to improving the teaching of the Gagauz and 
Bulgar languages, to publishing textbooks and preparing programs. Alsoof 
concern is the way the study of one’s own area has been set up in the schools. 
This republic's Ministry of Education, Ministry of Higher Education and 
Secondary Specialized Institutions, Gosprofobr, and all pedagogical 
collectives need to approach the solution of these important problems with a 
sense of great responsibility. 


Nor does the status of public-defense work meet present-day requirements. The 
developmental level of technical and applied-military types of sports, as well 
as the elementary military training of young persons in the republic, lags 
considerably behind contemporary requirements. Only one out of five pupils in 
schools and vocational-technical schools belong to clubs of a para-military 
nature. We must intensify our mutual cooperation with military units ana the 
DOSAAF [Voluntary Society for the Premotion of the Army, Aviation, Navy]; we 
must also be more active in attracting war and labor veterans into the 
patriotic-military training of young persons. 


In our times the international situation exerts a substantial influence on the 
nature of ideological work with pupils, namely the situation that the foes of 
socialism are persistently seeking for a mythical opposition within the ranks 
of Soviet people, and they present the struggle of the new against the old as 
a conflict between the generations. The ideologists of anti-communism link 
special hopes for the ideological disarmament of young persons with the sphere 
of morality and culture. Moreover, certain pedagogical collectives react with 
unjustified complacency to manifestations of philistine, petit-bourgeois 
psychology in the interrelationships and actions of certain pupils, obviously 
without conceiving all of its danger. 


Teachers must intensify the struggle against vulgarity, poor taste, and 
imitation of bourgeois behavioral standards. They must be more active in 
involving the family and public opinion in this work, and they have to make 
more contacts with this republic's creative intelligentsia in the matter of 
forming the spiritual-moral world of the younger generation. It is no less 
important to combat in every possible way the dissemination among the youth of 
a hostile religious ideology, to oppose attempts by reactionary clergymen to 
utilize it for antisocialistic nationalist purposes. 


It is understandable that etheist indoctrination cannot be successfully 
organized if the teacher has not been trained for this, and all the more so if 
he himself takes part in performing religious rites. And such instances have 
occurred. Last year in the Chimishliyskiy Rayon it was revealed that 16 
educators had performed the rite of baptizing their own children. Of the 
number of students polled from Kishinev State University and Pedagogocal 
Institute, 11 percent consider that Easter should be observed, and 22percent 
are convinced that religion ensures the safeguarding of national values. But, 








you know, these are future teachers! The republic's Ministry of Higher and 
Secondary Specialized Education, Ministry of Education, and Gosprofobr, as 
well as the rectors' offices and VUZ party committees must ‘tackle as 
responsibly as possible the task of solving the entire complex of problems of 
atheist indoctrination. 


Drug addiction has become a serious threat to the rising generation's physical 
and moral health. An attitude of complacency in several pedagogical 
collectives has led to a rapid dissemination of this evil among the pupils of 
schools and vocational-technical schools. Among the users of narcotics, one 
out of every four is a minor. The manifestation of drug addiction has been 
registered in many of this republic's cities and rayons. The measures being 
undertaken by the party to eradicate this phenomenon have revealed extensive 
possiblities for improving the work of the pedagogical collectives. It is 
important to wage this struggle on a unified front, to organize persi.tent and 
skillful preventive work among the young people, while the main thing is to 
engage the kids in interesting and useful tasks. 


Schools are likewise confronted by many other problems. In solving them, they 
need serious help from party, soviet, and economic organs. I have already 
spoken about the lag in the development of a base for on-the-job training. I 
should add to what was said that the plans for erecting school building, 
extracurricular, and preschool institutions are also regularly disrupted. The 
limits of the capital investments allocated for these purposes during the 
first quarter of the current year have been only 75 percent assimilated. Out 
of 23 schools under construction by the Ministry of Education, the plan has 
been fulfilled with regard to only 6. Approximately the same situation 
obtains in the construction of vocational-technical education facilities, 
where the limit of capital investments has been only 65 percent utilized. The 
Moldavian CP Central Committee has evaluated such a state of affairs. We mvst 
decisively correct these shortcomings. 


No less complex is the question of how to instruct 6-year-old children. There 
are many unsolved problems here, mainly of a material nature. In particular, 
there are difficulties in providing schools with special furniture. The 
republic's Glavsnab [Main Adminiscration for Supply], Ministry of the 
Furniture and Wood Processing Industry, and Ministry of Trade must objectively 
concern themselves with this matter. Moreover, in such an impurtant matter 
the Ministry of Education must not run too far on ahead; it must make the 
transition to instructing 6-year-olds in those schools which are well-prepared 
for this. 


Great concern ought to be manifested over feeding the pupils. Quite a few 
complaints come into the party organs regarding the poor organization of 
children's feeding, the low-level quality of the food preparation and cooking, 
as well as the failure to observe the technological and sanitary schedules of 
the dining facilities of schools, PTU's, ani kindergartens. Instituting order 
in this matter brooks no delay. All children should regularly reccive high- 
quality hot meals. 




















The party gorkoms, ra ,.0ms, and gorrayispolkoms must penetrate mor: deeply 
into these and other problems of operations of the schcols and vocational- 
technical schools, 2id them in a concrete manner to s lve all the urgent 
problems, and to "get through" the bottlenecks, especially those which the 
public-education organs, schools, ard PTU's cannot cope with on their own. It 
would be correct to have concern for improving the everyday conditions or 
teachers at the center of the most importi.ant problems to ce solved today by 
the republic's party and soviet organs. This concern srouid ie manifested 
objectively and steadily. 


The progress of the school reforn attests more and more convincingly that 
pedagogical skill, character traits, and style of instruction depend <n the 
quality of training received by the pedagogical personnel. And, as is known, 
each educator determines, in the final analysis, the results of the activity 
of the entire school organism. The times demand that we analyze without delay 
and essentially the questions of the quality of the training being reccived by 
the children's spiritual mentors. Nowadays no one can be satisfied with the 
fact that more than 1,100 or 2.6 percent of the teachers teaching our children 
in this republic's schools do not have a pedagogical education. At the saue 
time, mcve than 2,000 teachers have switched to work in other sectors during 


the past five years. 


The quality of skilled workers' training depends on the competence and 
training level of the pedagogical-engineering personnel in the vocational- 
technical schools. And it is utterly incomprehensible that many ekilied 
workers providing onthe job training do not measure up to the occupational 
qualifications of the educational groups where they are conducting such on- 
the-job training. Matters have reached the point where at SPTU [Rural 
Vocational-Technical School ]}-73 in the village of Pelakeu, Grigoriopoiskiy 
Rayon a veterinarian is training plasterers and painters, at the Beltskiy 
SPTU-46 a psychology instructor is training future builders in reinforcement 
work, and at the Rybnitskiy SPTU-71 a physiotherapy instructor is engaged in 
training general-purpose tractor-operator-mechanics. 


The changes being brought about in accordance with the "Basic Directicns for 
Restructuring Higher and Secondary Specialized Education in the Country" 
reveal effective ways to improve the vccupational training of personnel and 
their utilization in the national economy. By following these paths, we can 
and must achieve a decisive increase in the authority of the teaching 
profession, in the quality of the training received by school officials and 
those those in the system of vocational-technical education. 


This republic has quite a few teachers who deserve high piaise. The congress 
delegates have talked about them today. In addition to their basic work, many 
teachers conduct, active propaganda of political and pedagogical knowledge 
among the population at large; they are worthy ideological fighters for the 
party; they are elected as deputies to city, rayon, and rural Soviets of 
People's Deputies. Hundreds of teachers honorably represent the pedagogical 
community in the leading party, trade-union, and Komsomol organs. 


At the same time, however, analysis has shown that a significant portion of 
the teachers have not yet profoundly mastered the ideas of the reform, have 
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not yet become involved in the restructuring process. At times, muffling the 
voice of conscience by a seemly picture in classroom magazines, plans, 
accounts, and reports, some of them have entered upon the path of ignoring the 
pedagogical and moral norms. Fraud and falsification in recording the 
success-rate and attendance-rate of oupils, in evaluating their skills and 
knowledge, have, unfortunately, not been avoided by many of this republic's 
schools and vocational-technical schools. 


Moreover, liberalism and formaiism have manifested themselves in evaluating 
the work of the teachers at a number of places. Out of 8,000 teachers 
certified during this school year, only one of every four merited 
encouragement, while only six percent of those certified were very cautiously 
suggested and recommended to improve their work. Such a situation does not 
correspond to the spirit of the times. This republic's party committees, 
Ministry of Educatioc.., and Gosprofobr, as well as the primary party 
organizations of the schools and vocational-technical schools, nave been 
called upon to wage a determined struggle against everything which hampers the 
successful implementation of restructuring public education; they must hold 
the staff personnel strictly accountable for the state of affairs in this 
sector of work. In light of the demands of the Fourth Plenum of the Moldavian 
CP Central Committee, we must decisively root out padding the accounts, fraud, 
and other negative phenomena from school life. Evaluation of the results of 
the work done by educators must be conducted in accordance with the knowledge 
and skills attained by the pupils. 


It is also necessary to improve the selection and training of the pedagogical 
collectives’ leading officials and monitoring controls on their activities; we 
must develop ia them a sense of self-critical evaluation of the results of 
their own work and a creative approach to the task at hand. It is now no 
longer a new thing for labor collectives to elect their own leaders. We must 
practice this more extensively in educational institutions as well, thereby 
ensuring the replacement of authoritarian power by the democratic force of 
moral authority so as to avoid many mistakes in working with staff personnel. 


We must employ all means to enhance the role played by the pedagogical 
collective, to achieve the creation in each of them of a healthy moral- 
psychological atmosphere, a creative situation, and active work to embody the 
requirements of the school reform. 


At all times the teacher has been an authoritative figure. All the more so 
now, during the time of renewal, is he obliged to set an example in all 
things. "Teachers," said V.I. Lenin, "must merge with the entire struggling 
mass of working people. The task of the new pedagogics is to link teaching 
activity with the task of organizing the society along the lines of 
socialism." These words of Lenin resound today with a particular urgency. 
The Soviet people are living through a time of bold initiatives which are 
essentially revolutionary, and the task of the teachers--those who are 
educating young citizens--is to think in the new way, to be in the front ranks 
of the active fighters for restructuring. 


The Moldavian CP Central Committee is convinced that the staff personnel of 
the republic's schools and vocational-technical schools will honorably cope 


ll 








with the problems confronting them, will multiply their own contribution to 
implementing the inspiring plans worked out by the party for building 
communism. 


In the name of the Central Committee Buro, let me wish you robust health, 
successes and happiness, as well as great accomplishments in your noble work 
in the field of education. 


2384 
CSO: 1800/684 
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PARTY, STATE AFFAIRS 


MOLDAVIAN FIRST SECRETARY ON CAMPAIGN AGAINST ALCOHOLISM 
Kishinev SOVETSKAYA MOLDAVIYA in Russian 4 Jun 87 pp 2-3 


[Speech by S.K. Grossu, first secretary of the Moldavian CP Central Committee 
at a 2 June meeting of the republic party aktiv: "On the Course of Carrying 
Out the Resolution of the CPSU Central Committee on Overcoming Drunkenness and 
Alcoholism, and the Activization of this Work in the Republic Party 


Organization" ] 


([Text] Comrades! 


A little over two years ago the CPSU Central Committee adopted the resolution, 
"On Measures for Overcoming Drunkenness and Alcoholism." Recently the 
Politburo of the party Central Committee turned to this question anew, and 
adopted the resolution, "On the Course of Carrying Out the CPSU Central 
Committee Resolution on Overcoming Drunkenness and Alcoholism and the 
Activization of this Work." 


This document makes a principled conclusion on the fact that the practical 
experience of the past two years affirms the reality of the task of rooting 
out drunkenness from the life of our society, and that the efforts undertaken 
for these purposes are providing certain results. 


During the last two years, in our republic and in the country as a whole there 
has been a greater degree of order both in production and in public places; in 
many labor collectives the moral climate has improved noticeably and 
discipline has been strengthened. The workers of Moldavia have not only 
profoundly grasped the essence of the steps undertaken by the party for the 
purpose of restoring a moral atmosphere in society, but reject drunkenness 
itself, and demand even sterner measures in the struggle with it, and greater 
demands on ‘hose who love spirits. Convincing testimony of this is found in 
the numerous letters to the Central Committee, the republic government organs, 
the editors of newspapers and magazines, and to radio and television. 


If one wants to speak of concrete results of the measures taken, one can cite 
the following statistics: in 1986 consumption of alcoholic beverages 
declined 3.3-fold in comparison with 1984, while sales of nonalcoholic 
beverages increased by 46.6 percent. Loss of work time declined by 20 
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percent, and absenteeism is down 34.4 percent. The number of persons sent to 
sobering stations declined by a factor of 1.5, and there was an 18 percent 
decrease in crimes committed under the influence of alcohol. 


At the same time the CPSU Central Committee resolution stresses that anti- 
alcohol work is not being carried out everywhere with the proper degree of 
firmness, aggressiveness and persistence. Our republic was also subjected to 
sharp criticism for the tolerant attitude of the local authorities, which has 
led to the fact that the practice of home distilling is on the rise--and that 
is why the public is buying up such large amounts of sugar. This undermines 
the work on overcoming drunkenness, and causes great economic and moral harn. 


Today we must self-critically acknowledge that in our republic we have not 
managed to establish a broad front everywhere in the struggle with this social 
evil; nor have we provided differentiated, individualized methods for working 
with those who actually suffer from alcoholism. Moreover, many party 
committees; soviet, economic and administrative organs; and social 
organizations have allowed their anti-alcohol work to fall off, and are not 
critically analyzing the state of affairs in the cities and rayons and in the 
working collectives; they do not see their own mistakes and blunders; and they 
do not notice that people wno are addicted to alcohol are changing their 
tactics and are adapting to the new conditions. 


There is every reason to state that it is precisely for this reason that a 
splash [sic] in home distilling has occurred place in the republic, especially 
in those places where the cadres have not taken into consideration the fact 
that the passion for spirits, which has put dow: deep roots, cannot be 
overcome by a short-lived campaign and without stubborn, systematic and 
unyielding work. 


Party organs, ministries and departments, city and rayon executive committees, 
trade union and Komsomoli organs have not brought about the complete 
realization of the CPSU Central Committee resolution and the decisions of the 
meeting of the republic party aktiv of 2 August last year. After examining 
the problem of overcoming alcoholism in all its structural elements, and after 
working out what were on the whole quite good measures, they did not succeed 
in putting them into practice everywhere. In many cases this work is as 
before being carried out in an incomplete, disconnected and non-persistent 
manner, without the required degree of breadth and publicity; whereas a 
perfunctory or truncated approach to any matter, let alone such a complex one 
as the struggle with drunkenness, cannot provide positive results. 


Hence the direct result: the situation in the republic remains complex, as 
before. Incidents of alcohol consumption on the job or on the highway 
continue to take place, and drunks are appearing in public places. In the past 
four months of this year alone, more than 77,000 persons have been subjected 
to administrative action for violation of anti-alcohol laws. On the roads of 
the republic about 28,000 drunken drivers were apprehended, and a total of 931 
accidents in highway transport were attributed to alcohol consumptica. 


Party raykoms and gorkoms bear special responsibility for the fact that the 
struggle with drunkenness and alcoholism and their recidivists is operating at 
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idling speed, and that it is not being carried on everywhere with the proper 
firmness and persistence. Today one could cite numerous examples of their 
insufficiently energetic resolution of the task of affirming sobriety as the 
norm of our life; increasing the effectiveness of educational work; and 
intensifying the struggle with these deeply-rooted, harmful habits. 


The Yedinetskiy party Raykom (G.P. Cherba, first secretary) is doing a poor 
job in supervising work on overcoming drunkenness and alcoholism. At first 
glance it appears that quite a bit of attention is devoted to this matter: in 
the last two years the question of struggling with alcohol was discussed at 
the party raykom seven times, ten times in the rayispolkom and five times at 
the rayon people's control commission; but you see there are no results. More 
accurately, there are results but they are negative ones: in the last year 
and four months, 1,467 incidents of violating anti-alcohol laws were 
registered. 


The reasons for the situation which has come to pass in the rayon are found in 
the low level of organization for carrying out decisions adopted, poor control 
over the course of their realization, and an irresponsible attitude on the 
part of the cadres toward work on restoring healthy conditions in the lives 
and labor of the working collectives. 


The Dumbravenskiy party Raykom (I.Ye. Timotin, first secretary) is taking a 
superficial approach to solving the problem of overcoming drunkenness and 
alcoholism. Analysis indicates that at the party meeting held in August 1986, 
the rayon party aktiv did not delve deeply into the essence of the question 
under examination. The resolution which they adopted does not contain a 
specific program of actions, and the party raykom has not organized genuine 
control over execution of the measures outlined. Since that time the 
condition of the anti-alcohol work was examined at only one primary party 
organization. 


Is it permissible to ask the leaders of the Dumbravenskiy party raykon, 
whether they remember how loudly it was announced that the rayon was to become 
a zone of sobriety? All places where alcoholic beverages were sold there were 
closed. However, this beneficial and valuable beginning was not backed up with 
the proper organizational and political work, and as a result suffered 
railure. In april of last year the rayispolkom adopted a resolution on the 
resumption of alcoholic beverage sales; that is, they acknowledged their 
inability to see matters through to the finish. I think there can be only one 
conclusion from this: no good can come of such hustle and bustle, such window 
dressing; but the damage is obvious and it is considerable-for doubts have 
been sown among the citizens of the rayon on the possibility of success in the 
struggle with drunkenness. 


Serious omissions in anti-alcohol work take place primarily in those places 
where the supervisory cadres are personally lacking in discipline and moral 
courage. As before, party gorkoms and raykoms continue to nominate people for 
leadership positions without an in-depth, all-round investigation and are 
guilty of short-sightedness and blunders in their cadre work. Only thus can 
one explain that among the officials named to the aktiv of the party 
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committees one continues to find people who are not only not waging a struggle 
with drunkenness, but are imbibers of alcoholic beverages themselves. 


Here are just a few examples. Former chairman of the Sorokskiy RAPO [Rayon 
Agro-Industrial Association] N.S. Branishte along with a group of his pals and 
"necessary" people from Kishinev organized a dinner party which included a 
sauna bath and the use of alcoholic beverages. And you see this was not only 
a leader but a member of the raykom Puro, the first deputy chairman of the 
rayispolkom. He was thrown out of the buro, severely punished, and relieved 
of his duties. But a logical question is, how is the buro of the party raykom 
following the party line on rooting out drunkenness and alcoholism? 


Or another: D.F. Gorbenko, former party organization secretary at the Sovkhoz 
imeni Frunze in Kaushanskiy Rayon, and Ye.V. Yeni, chairman of the ispolkcm 
of the Kirkayeshtskiy rural soviet of people's deputies, having lost their 
sense of shame and their conscience, organized a drinking bout right in the 
store. Ani one could cite numerous instances such as these. 


Gorkoms and party raykoms must step up their work on carrying out the CPSU 
Central Committee resolution directed toward rooting out drunkenness and 
alcoholism, and provide ew impetus, systematic organization and effectiveness 
to it, raising it to a new %vslitative level. The embedded view that 
druntenness is an inevitable and invincible phenomenon must be decisively 
rejected, and greater attention paid to restructuring the people's 
consciousness and psychology, raising their personal standards, and restoring 
the health of family relationships. 


Today, as our country is undergoing restructuring and unprecedentedly large- 
scale problems are being solved in purging our sovialist society of blight and 
Stagnation, there are immeasurably increasing demands on primary party 
organizations to intensify the struggle with drunkenness, alcoholism, 
narcotics addiction and other immoral manifestations. 


We do have examples of party organizations properly understanding their roles 
and actively working in the direction indicated. The experience of Leontevo 
Sovkhoz (village of Gredinitsa) in Suvorovskiy Rayon bears particular witness 
of this. Here, under the leadership of the party organization an integrated 
system of ideological-moral education of the public has been established. The 
state of labor discipline is analyzed monthly by sector, service and brigade. 
A rural cultural-sport complex is actively operating. In accordance with the 
resolution, the downward slide of the citizens has been halted, and more than 
30 percent of the vineyards have been planted in table variety grapes. Asa 
result the absenteeism rate has been reduced threefold, and incidents of 
drinking alcoholic beverages on the job and in public places have been 
eliminated. 


However, the majority of the primary party organizations reacted in a 
perfunctory manner to the well-known CPSU Central Committee resolutions--they 
conducted meetings, adopted resolutions and mersures, and set up societies for 
the struggle for sobriety. In short, they filled out a lot of papers, but 
then did not follow up with specific, purposeful organizational and political 
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work, or with careful organization of control over the execution of the 
adopted resolutions. 


Many primary party organizations placed the accent on administrative and 
compulsory measures and on one-time actions; they did not place emphasis on 
strengthening individual educational work and use of the working collective to 
put pressure on people who are addicted to alcohol; they did not create a 
unified “striking force" in the struggle with drunkenness; and they failed to 
energize the activities of trade union, Komsomol and social organizations. 


The fact that there are quite a few primary party organizations in the 
republic which show a liberal attitude toward party members who abuse alcohol 
is cause for great concern. Only the tolerance of the primary party 
organization can explain the incident which took place in Orgeyevskiy Rayon, 
in which CPSU member A.I. Fronya, director of the Pogrebenskaya Secondary 
School, in celebrating his son's departure for army service organized a party 
at which alcoholic beverages were consumed. With the help of many of his 
fellow-visitors, the celebration at the heavily-laden table in his courtyard 
went on for almost 24 hours. This is a direct challenge to all of our appeals 
to refrain from this harmful tradition, one which is stubbornly maintained by 
many. And one need not mention what kind of "lesson" this teacher-supervisor 
thereby taught the young people. The event described is not an isolated 
incident but a mass phenomenon and the struggle with it has not really 


begun. 


There have been many instances of indulgence and good humor with respect to 
those who have not given up drinking and have violated discipline and public 
order at industrial enterprises, in construction, in transportation, and on 
the farm. Here is one of them: In April of last year, N.S. Nedov, a metal 
worker at the Vulkaneshty ATB-2 [Motor Vehicle Technical Base], was fined by 
the commission for drinking alzvoholic beverages; but in June the 
administration of the motor vehicle base gave him a cash award "for his 
conscientious attitude toward work." Evidently this was done in order to 
compensate him for the loss he "suffered." That same year this driver was 
awarded a bonus in the amount of 20 percent of his monthly wages, and was 
given material assistance in the amount of 50 rubles under the auspices of 
the trade union committee. You can't call this anything but discrediting the 
very idea of punishment for drunkenness, and making a joke of it. 


Similar incidents have taken place at SU-15 [Construction Administration] in 
Rybnitsa, at AK-2811 [Motor Transport Column] in Orgeyev, at the 
Elektromashina plant in Kishinev, at the Trolley-Bus Park in Beltsy, and at 
many other enterprises. Thus, the struggle with drunkenness, if you can call 
it that, is being conducted without establishing an atmosphere of mutual 
demandingness and a high degree of exactingness and responsibility; where 
openness is lacking; and where the role of the party organizations has been 
demeaned. 


"The struggle for s.briety," said M.S. Gorbachev, “began as a party initiative 
and first of all within its ranks. And we will hold strictly accountable 
those who do not intend to change their nabits." The CPSU Central Committee 
resolution once again stresses the incompatibility of CPSU membership and any 


17 








Kind of violation of antialcohol legislation, much less among the those 
holding positions of leadership in elected party, soviet, trade union or 
Komsomol organs; as well as those whose work is connected with the education 


and upbringing of the upcoming generation. 


The work of the lower party units must be greatly invigorated; it must be 
given new impetus and made more specific. Primary party organizations must 
coordinate the actions of all those who have controlling functions and wage 
the struggle with drunkenness and alcoholism across a broad front, making it a 
massive nationwide prograa; and they must carry it out consistently and 
purposefully and not allow temporary campaigns. 


The ministries and departments in the republic bear heavy responsibility for 
overcoming drunkenness and alcoholism. They possess great opportunities for 
activizing the struggle with this evil; however, they are not making 
sufficient use of them; they are taking a perfunctory approach to rooting it 
out and forming a healthy moral-psychological climate. 


The collegium and party buro of the republic Minzhilkommunkhoz [Ministry of 
Housing and Municipal Services] (V.G. Sinev, minister), after working out some 
rather good measures for carrying out the party resolutions in question, 
promptly forgot about them. And it's not surprising that the situation in the 
subordinate enterprises and organizations has not changed in all that time. 
Last year more than 1,000 workers in this system were sent to sobriety 
stations or were detained by the law enforcement authorities in a drunken 
condition. A similar number of incidents of drurkenness on the job were 
recorded as well. And 152 persons were fired for abuse of alcoholic 
beverages. These figures differ little from those of the previous year, and 
serve as convincing evidence of the perfunctory approach to the struggle with 
drunkenness. 


The struggle with alcoholism has also lapsed at enterprises of the ministries 
of construction, consumer services, furniture and wood processing industry and 
trade, and at Molglavenergo [Moldavian Main Power Engineering Administration]. 
At a meeting of the party aktiv last August a warning against complacency was 
given; however, P.S. Mikhnevich, A.S. Ginkul, B.P. Terekhov, V.G. Bobtsak, 
vV.Yu. Ikonnikov, and other administrators did not take the proper lesson from 
this warning, and it must be repeated once again today. 


The Buro of the Moldavian Communist Party [CPMo] Central Committee believes 
that the Moldavian SSR Council of Ministers and the republic's ministries and 
departments should return to the measures outlined previously for overcoming 
drunkenness and alcoholism; make a political analysis of all incidents of 
violation of antialcohol legislations; take strict administrative action and 
put public pressure on those cadres guilty of hindering the fulfillment of the 
instructions of the CPSU Central Committee on this count; and carry on a quest 
and adopt new, non-traditional approaches to solving the problem of a 
persistent offensive on drunkenness and alcoholisn. 


It is especially important to speak of the serious losses in the work of the 
organizations and enterprises subordinate to the republic Ministry of Trade 
and Moldavpotrebsoyuz [Moldavian SSR Union of Consumer Cooperatives]. Here in 
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the past the typical method of fulfilling the plan,which became deeply 
embedded, was oriented to a large extent on the sale of alcoholic beverages. 
And when the republic began to regulate trade in liquor, many counter clerks, 
and even administrators on the republic level, fell into dismay. As a result 
distortions and excesses occurred, and there were incidents of 
irresponsibility and attempts to shift the blame to the local soviets, to some 
kind of ban, and so on. 


A situation has developed in the republic in which industrial enterprises 
producing beer, fine dry wines and champagne developed a surplus and the 
stores have refused to buy these products. Last year there was a production 
shortfall amounting to over 20 million rubles worth of beer and nonalcoholic 
beverages alone for this reason. V.G. Bobutsak and K.A. Melnik are doing 
everything they can to avoid optimal solution of the given problem; they are 
playing it safe, and to this day they have not taken effective measures to 
properly organize trade under conditions of the struggle to overcome 
drunkenness and alcoholisa. 


Certain administrators in the localities, striving to be first to report the 
completion of the struggle with drunkenness, have resorted to a total ban on 
trade in fine dry wines and champagne, as was the case in Kamenskiy, 
Slobodzeyskiy, Chernenkovskiy and certain other rayons. One would welcome 
such a step, if it were backed up by serious educational work which provided 
the positive result of affirming a sober life style. But you see in practice 
that is not the way it is. 


In spite of the fact that the government of the republic has established 
specific times for sale of dry wines, champagne and beer--which begins at 
14:00 and extends until the stores close, many ispolkoms of rayon and city 
soviets of people's deputies have reduced it considerably. The Orgeyevskiy 
rayispolkom, for example, has established a schedule for the sale of these 
products that allows only about an hour for their sale. 


Such distortions are akin to embellishing the facts. Creating the appearance 
of well-being, they merely make the struggle with drunkenness more difficult, 
which leads to pilferage of alcoholic beverages, to gross violations of trade 
regulations, and to the growth of production of adulterated alcoholic 
beverages at home. 


As already stated, the CPSU Central Committee resolution devotes special 
attention to the growth which has been observed in home distilling. In our 
republic, owing to the tolerance of local soviets and law-enforcement organs, 
and serious lapses in the work of party and economic organs and the inertness 
of many primary party organizations, this illegal occupation has become 
widespread, not only in the rural areas but also in city apartments. 


In the first quarter of 1987, 549 moonshine stills were discovered. In Beltsy 
alone 49 such incidents were recorded during that period. In the last 15 
months 15.5 tons of fermenting materials and moonshine liquor were 
confiscated. Moonshine making has enjoyed especially large growth in 
Brichanskiy, Yedinetskiy and Floreshtskiy Rayons. Therefore it is not 
surprising that in spite of the severe, almost fourfold reduction in sales of 
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wine anc liquor via the state trade system, drunkenness is still widespread in 
the republic and is becoming an increasingly common phenomenon. 


Testifying to the neglect in the work on the struggle with home distilling is 
the fact that in a number of localities they do not even have approximate 
figures on its extent. In certain resolutions adopted by par*y committees in 
connection with drunkenness and alcoholism, home distilling is not even 
mentioned. 


Many of the comrades are attempting to ascribe home distilling to retired 
people and elderly people. But this is just not so. Able-bodied workers and 


even young people are engaged in it. 


The significant growth in home distilling became possible as a result of the 
fact that the punishment stipulated by law is not applied to the home 
distillers in full measure. In 1986 and the first quarter of this year one in 
every six people found guilty of violating the antialcohol legislation evaded 
paying a fine. In Ryshkanskiy Rayon 116 incidents of home distilling were 
hidden from official registration. As long as the local authorities fail to 
give decisive battle to this illegal home industry, it will continue to 
spread. 


The explosive growth of howe distilling was also promoted by the lack of 
control over sales of sugar, and the strivings of the trade organization to 
fulfill their retail sales plan at any cost. Whereas in 1986 overconsimption 
of sugar in the republic was 6,900 tons, in just the first quarter of the 
current year it amounted to 4,500 tons. 


Checking the situation in sugar trade disclosed a mass of incidents of 
squandering this valuable food product and numerous violations of Soviet trade 
rules. For example, last September, S.F. Guzun, a driver at a motor transport 
enterprise of MSSR Gossnab, was arrested with 11 bags of sugar weighing a 
total of 550 kg in his possession, acquired from Warehouse No 121 of the city 
fruit and vegetable industry association in Dnestrovsk. That same month, Yu.l. 
Sekrieru, a driver for the motor transport base of the Kinshinev trade 
administration, while delivering sugar from store No 20 to branches, sold two 
bags of sugar to an acquaintance. Last December Ye. Yu. Leshan, sales clerk at 
Cooperative Grocery Store No 6, Floreshtskiy Rayon Union of Consumers’ 
Cooperatives, sold three bags of sugar from the warehouse and withheld 25 bags 
from sale. Similar incidents were disclosed in a number of other rayons and 
cities in the republic. 


The Central Committee Buro adopted a special resolution on the question of 
serious shortcomings in the use of sugar resources in the republic. The 
resolution stresses that the laxity in control by the party gorkoms and 
raykoms, the city and rayon ispolkoms, by Mintorg [Ministry of Trade] and 
Moldavpotrebsoyuz [Moldavian SSR Union of Consumers' Cooperatives] over the 
consumption of retail sugar supplies is nothing less than a display of 
political short -sightedness. K.A. Melnik, chairman of the board of 
Moldavpotrebsoyuz, was given strict instructions on the lack of control he has 
displayed. Also punished or given warnings were other administrators. The 
procuracy, the MVD, and the republic Ministry of Justice and their local 
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organs have been given the task of carefully and thoroughly analyzing the 
level of work in the struggle with drunkenness and alcoholism, home distilling 
and other unlawful activities; they are to strive to expose all incidents of 
home distilling or concealing them; and they are to take the measures 
prescribed by law against those employed in preparation and sales of strong 
alcoholic beverages of home manufacture. 


Drunkenness and alcoholism still flourish today largely because of the fact 
that they find a fertile medium in the serious lags in organization of work 
on the use of grapes for food purposes. The resolution of questions of 
reorientation of this branch in favor cf a radical increase in production of 
grapes, both for consumption in the fresh mode and for manufacture of various 
kinds of blended juices and nonalcoholic beverages, is lagging behind the 
increasing demand for them. There are still not enough good varieties of 
grapes on sale, and the assortment of juices is small, especially those 
prepared especially for children. 


Meanwhile the production volume of table grapes is growing slowly. Last year 
green vines were planted on only 5,000 hectares, of which the table varieties 
made up only 2,400 hectares. The planting plan was not fulfilled by 18 rayon 
agroindustrial associations, including those in Kotovskiy, Chadyr-Luginskiy 
and Chimishliyskiy Rayons. Farms in Leovskiy, Dumbravenskiy and Kutuzovskiy 
Rayons, in spite of the availability of financial resources, plans, and a 
sufficient amount of planting materials, did not support the planting of new 
vines of the table variety this year. Nearly 1 million seediings of table 
variety grapes were not used on the Gigant Kolkhoz in Vulkaneshtskiy Rayon and 
on the Fetitsa Sovkhoz in Chimishliyskiy Rayon. 


Also noted was the harmful trend of unjustifiably writing off and reducing the 
area of vineyards. In the last year alone they decreased by 44,000 hectares in 
comparison with the average annual level of the 1ith five year plan—which 
undermines the economy of the republic. The CPSU Central Committee resolution 
stresses that such actions are inadmissible, and those who set out on such a 
path should be made to answer in the strictest manner. 


Storage of cultivated grapes continues to be an acute problem. It's no secret 
to anyone that just from lack of storage facilities on the republic's farms, 
and owing to losses in shipment and handling, about 20 percent of the 
harvested products are lost. Last year such losses amounted to 14,000 tons. 


The republic gosagroprom [state agro-industrial commission} is devoting 
altogether too little attention to introduction of progressive technology 
which would provide for in-depth, all-round processing of the grapes. The 
assortment of products made from them is narrow. Little apple-grape juice is 
produced, nor is the grape juice suitable for making adulterated wines, which 
would permit improving the economy of the branch. 


The republic Gosagroprom (A.N. Sangeli) and its chief of grape production, 
procurement and processing (G.S. Kushmaunsa) must implement specific work for 
improving the assortment of grapes, and replace the ineffective European 
industrial-grade and the Izabella [American desert wine] grapes with high- 
quality varieties that winter well, and achieve ecologically intelligent 
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Gisposition of plantations according to zone. By the end of the five-year 
plau the proportion of the vineyards growing table-variety grapes is to be 
raised to 20 percent of the plantation area, and by 1995, to 25 percent. 


The republic Council of Ministers and Gosagroprom must work out in-depth 
measures directed toward radical restructuring of the branches of the national 
economy which pertain to the given social problem and orient the work of the 
branch staffs toward rapid realization of the demands of the CPSU Central 
Committee on mobilizing capacities for a radical increase in production of 
nomalcoholic products, and toward achieving a significant increase in the 
effectiveness of grape processing, with an expand<d assortment of food 
products made from then. 


The CPSU Central Committee resolution devoted special attention to the fact 
that in the majority of the republics, krays and oblasts, measures have not 
been taken to fill in the gaps in the trade resources which decreased because 
of the reduced sales of alcoholic beverages, nor have they taken measures to 
radically expand paid services. This applies to Moldavia in full measure. 
Last year the plan for commodity sales was underfulfilled to the extent of 
104,200,000 rubles. The plan for goods turnover for the first four months of 
the current year was fulfilled by only 98.5 percent. 


First of all it should be noted that the trade organizations themselves, and 
especially Moldavpotrebsoyuz [Moldavian Union of Consumers' Cooperatives] have 
done a poor job of replenishing trade resources through their own 
production, and are making poor use of the capacities available to them for 
that purpose. Thus, freezers for producing ice cream are only 10 percent 
filled. But the basic shortcoming in goods occurs because of industry's 
failure to fulfill plans for the non-food group of goods, both in terms of 
volume and assortment, in accordance with contracted agreements. Last year 
the republic Minlegprom [Ministry of Light Industry] and Minmestprom [Ministry 
of Local Industry] alone failed to deliver contracted goods valued at nearly 
20 million rubles to the consumers. Basically this consists of shoes, silk 
fabrics, sewn goods, enamel ware and others. In the first four months of the 
current year, the failure to supply consumer goods in the contracted amounts 
is even greater in comparison with last year and already amounts to 7,400,000 
rubles for just those two branches alone. 


But who is disrupting the plans? We shall name them individually. The 
greatest lags were committed by the Beltsy knitted garment factory (V.Ye. 
Batmanova, director and Ye.A. Khanenya, party organization secretary); the 
Soroki outer knitted-wear factory (V.P. Karalzar, director); the Zorile shoe 
association (S.V. Shirokova, director and I.I. Voykova, party organization 
secretary); the Floare association (V.D. Volodin, general director and B. A. 
Yaliyev, party organization secretary); the Kagul interregional production 
association for local industry (V.A. Chirt, director and G.B. Malay, party 
organization secretary); and the Soroki hardware plant (L.M. Kilovatiy, 
director). 


Capabilities for producing consumer goods are not used to the full extent at 
enterprises of union subordination. They fulfilled the 1986 plan by 99.8 











percent, and for the first quarter of the present year by only 87.8 percent. 
Planned production of consumer goods was underfulfilled by 17 million rubles. 


A number of enterprises are slow to increase production volume of their goods 
and do not modernize the range of manufactured products for extended periods. 
For example, the Kishinev Tractor Plant production association (V.G. Chirkov, 
general director and V.M. Netyaga, party organization secretary) is currently 
producing 19 kinds of the simplest household utensils, of which 13 have been 
in production for many years. It is high time to modernize them or replace 
them with others which enjoy increased consumer demand. Moreover, the 
enterprise produces consumer goods at a rate of only 17 kopecks per rubdie for 
the wage fund. 


Administrators of certain Group A enterprises continue to look upon consumer 
goods production as a secondary matter, and party gorkoms and raykoms do not 
always take a principled approach to such a business attitude. In the first 
quarter the Beltsy electrical equipment plant produced consumer goods at a 
rate of only 10 kopecks per ruble for the wage fund; the Kishinev experimental 
plant for civil aviation, at a rate of 4 kopecks; the Beltsy Moldselmash 
(Moldavian Agricultural Machinery] production association at a rate of 8; and 
the Kishinev Plodselkhozmash [Fruit and Agricultural Machinery] production 
association, at a rate of 17 kopecks. 


Far from all party gorkoms and raykoms or ispolkoms of city and rayon soviets 
have drawn the proper conclusions from the instructions of the 27th CPSU 
Congress on a fundamental change in attitude toward the matter of saturating 
the market with high-quality goods. Last year three cities and 18 rayons 
failed to cope with the plan for production of non-food items, and this year 
24 cities and rayons have reduced the rate of consumer goods production. 


Supervisory cadres must give serious thought to these data. Reserves for 
improving consumer goods output and raising their quality must be sought out 
at every enterprise, specialization notwithstanding. Party gorkoms and 
raykoms, executive ccmamittees of city and rayon soviets, ministries and 
Copartments must carry out in-depth analysis of the course of fulfilling the 
Comprehensive Program for Increasing Production of Goods and Rendering 
Services. Assistance should be rendered to enterprises and associations in 
the areas of material-technical supply and technical retooling, and chiefly-- 
in making more effective use of the entire existing production potential in 
the cities and rayons. It must not be forgotten that improving the supply of 
consumer goods to the public is a most important, integral part of the party's 
social policy and its struggle for a sober way of life. 


In the struggle with drunkenness and alcoholism, the executive committees of 
soviets of people's deputies occupy the key position. They possess everything 
necessary to successfully carry out this work. Moreover, the internal affairs 
departments are their organs, and the ispolkoms bear full responsibility for 
their activities. However, inspections indicated that they rarely and in many 
cases only formally receive the reports and information from the supervisors 
of the law enforcement organs on enforcing observance of antialcohol 
legislation, and they in fact do not monitor the course of carrying out the 
measures outlined for these purposes. How can one even speak of the party 











responsibility of the administrators of the Vulkaneshtskiy, Kantemirskiy, and 
Leovskiy rayon ispolkoms and the Rybnitsa gorispolkom if the question of the 
struggle with drunkenness and alcoholism and home distilling was not even 
examined at ispolkom meetings in 1986 and 1987, even though the situation 
which has evolved here urgently demands decisive action. 


One cannot fail to speak of the fact that in some places an oversimplified 
approach is taken toward implementing the resolutions adopted. Last year on 
the 20th of November the Kaushanskiy Rayispolkom (N.G. Koroy, chairman) 
received information from the Kyrnatsenskiy village ispolkom about work on 
overcoming drunkenness, and 14 gonths after the discussion removec the 
resolution from control even though matters on the territory of the given 
village soviet had not improved. 


One also encounters instances of direct distortion of the anti-alcohol 
movement. The village ispolkom in the village of Ulm in Rybnitskiy Rayon put 
into practice a procedure for selling liquor only by means of coupons which 
they issued. In other words, people were able to provide themselves a 
"guaranteed" dose of liquor through the auspices of an organ of Soviet power. 
It's hard tc imagine anything more absurd. 


The commissions for the struggle with drunkenness could do a lot more. But 
unfortunately they are frequently inactive and maintain poor contacts with 
social organizations. At a number of enterprises, establishments and 
organizations such commissions have yet to be established. 


A Commission for the Struggle with Drunkenness at the republic Council of 
Ministers exists formally as well. Its actions are limited to periodic 
meetings, and the resolutions adopted quite often merely add to the 
bookshelves in “he archives. The staff of the people's volunteer militia is 
also operating poorly. Both of these formations are headed by Deputy Chairman 
of the Council of Ministers, V.K. Kiktenko. He also bears responsibility for 
the serious shortcomings in sugar trade, which has sup»orted the outbreak of 
home distilling. The Central Committee Buro has called his attention to this 
and demanded fundamental improvements in the activities of the sectors 
entrusted to hin. 


The actions of the committees for people's control must be more decisive. 
Presently, instead of taking preventive measures in the struggle with social 
evil, they quite often trail the course of events and react to incidents which 
have already taken place. They must reorganize theaselves and work to root 
out the conditions which give rise to negative phenomena, and they sgust 
energize the activities of the people's controllers in creating a healthy 
moral-psychological climate in the collectives. 


The resolution of the CPSU Central Committee Politburo stresses that in the 
struggle with drunkenness and alcoho.ism, speculation in alcoholic beverages 
and abote all with home distilling, the law enforcement authorities are not 
displaying the required amount of initiative. Frankly, they have not made any 
profound, fundamental improvements in their actions for rooting out 
drunkenness. They continue to operate on inertia, waiting for instructions 
from above, and are not displaying the p: oper amount of energy and initiative. 
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A considerable number of letters from workers are being received at the CPMo 
Central Committee in which the people express their dissatisfaction with the 
work of the administrative organs. In actual fact certain kinds of crimes are 
not being uncovered effectively; work on prevention of drunkenness and home 
distilling is carried out episodically and poorly; and the struggle with other 
negative phenomena is not being waged effectively. Preliminary inquiry and 
inquest organs, courts and procurators, possessing information of violations 
of the law committed while under the influence of alcohol, do not always 
devote their attention to examining the legality of acquisition and use of the 
alcoholic beverages and do not explain the concrete circumstances connected 
with their use. In many casts where those under suspicion and those accused 
plead guilty to the consumption of wine, there are in general no data on the 
results of verification of this information. 


The work of BKhSS [Struggle with Pilferage of Socialist Property and 
Speculation] subelements is slow to improve with respect to the struggle with 
drunkenness. In 1986 only half as many violations of the laws governing trade 
in wine and spirits were discovered as were in 1985. In the first quarter of 
this year, BKhSS has not brought a single speculator in alcoholic beverages to 
administrative liability. Officials on the staff of BKhSS continue to doa 
poor job of studying the situation in the sphere of trade and public catering. 


Serious improvements are needed in the work of criminal investigation. 
Prevention of serious crimes is not organized satisfectorily, which is one of 
the basic reasons for the significant increase in the first quarter this year 
of theft of state property, as well as encroachments on the citizens’ personal 
property. Frequently a literal approach is taken toward punishing criminals, 
and the people's courts do not always take measures to eliminate the causes 
and conditions which promote the spread of drunkenness. 


The meeting of the republic party aktiv held last August adopted a resolution 
which obliged the ministries and departments to develop additional measures 
for stepping up the struggle with drunkenness and alcoholism. After examining 
this document, the MVD leadership limited itself to the instruction: 
"Familiarize the members of the staff...for information and execution." 
Additional measures were approved only in March 1987. Commentary here is, as 
they say, superfluous. The republic procuracy, the MVD, the Ministry of 
Justice and the Supreme Court initially actively engaged in the struggle with 
this social evil, but then began to operate without the required 
aggressiveness. 


The work of the law enforcement authorities requires serious reorganization. 
Their leaders were given instructions on this account upon examination of the 
question of the MSSR Ministry of Justice at the Central Committee Buro. 
Attention was called to this once again in the Central Committee Buro 
resolution, "On the Case of the Vicious Murder of Veterinary Worker A.I. 
Verdesh of the Village of Kruglik in Kriulyanskiy Rayon." After givirg a 
political analysis of the case at hand and pointing out the causes which 
brought about the violent attack on the kolkhoz activist, the Central 











Committee Buro gave special emphasis to the unfavorable role of the law 
enforcement organs in the incident. 


Everyone should draw conclusions from the Kruglik case. The struggle for 
restructuring is acute, and socially-unfavorable points exist in other places 
as well. Increased surveillance must be devoted to observance of socialist 
legality; the struggle with distorted figures, deception and abuses must be 
intensified; work on studying the situation in the localities and personal 
qualities of supervisors must be energized considerably; democracy and 
openness must be expanded; and work with the letters and oral appeals of the 
workers must be fundamentally improved. 


Law enforcement organs must intensify the struggle with drunkenness and 
alcoholism 2nd drug addiction; together with the local soviets they must take 
effective measures directed toward rooting out home distilling, and increase 
the role of the sector militia inspectors and people's volunteer militia in 
this matter. On 2 June a report was published in the press on the fact that 
the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet issued the Decree, "On Liability for 
Home Distilling." The administrative organs and the militia above all must 
ensure it is followed exactly and expose all cases of home distilling, 
preparation and sale of strong home-made liquors, and must bring the guilty 
parties to justice. 


The role of the republic health-care authorities is not strongly perceived in 
the matter of overcoming drunkenness and alcoholism and other recidivist 
phenomena. Health Minister K.A. Draganyuk did not respond in the proper 
manner to the criticism addressed to the Health Ministry last year at a 
meeting of the party aktiv. The three hospitals for narcotics addiction and 
their 26 departments, and the existing network of dispensaries and stations 
fall far short of satisfying the republic's needs. And the material-technical 
base of the narcotics institutions remains in unsatisfactory condition. 


Meanwhile, an ever-increasing number of narcotics addicts is added to the 
considerable number of chronic alcoholics. This evil is spreading in the 
republic at a fast pace, especially in Kishinev, Beltsy, Bendery, Tiraspol and 
Rybnitsa. Their numbers are increasing in rural areas as well. Manifestations 
of narcotics addiction have been recorded in 33 of the 48 cities and rayons of 
the republic. In the last year the number of those diagnosed as suffering 
from narcotics addictions increased 2.3-fold. Three-fourths of the narcotics 
users are young people ur to 30 years of age, and 103 were minors. 


As before, medical institutions do not ensure the proper security of narcotic 
substances, and grossly violate the rules for their dispensing. Cases of 
pilferage and illegal prescription of such preparations have taken place in a 
number of medical-prophylactic and pharmaceutical institutions in Kishinev, 
and in Grigoriopolskiy, Ungenskiy and Suvorovskiy Rayons. Incidents continue 
to occur in which physicians promote the dispensing of narcotic substances for 
personal gain. 


Authorities at health care, educational, vocational-technical, higher and 


secondary specialized educational institutions have not taken the proper 
attitude toward carrying out the party's instructions on intensifying the 
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struggle with narcotics addiction, and they have not succeeded in eliminating 
the conditions which promote the spread of this evil. Last year the number of 
crimes linked with narcotics increased. The proper conditions have not been 
established in the republic for giving specialized care to those suffering 
from it, and there is an acute shortage of skilled medical cadres for dealing 
with this medical-social problen. 


The republic health ministry and MVD together with other state authorities 
must take proper measures for significantly strengthening and increasing the 
effectiveness of narcological services; they must bring them up to strength 
with skilled personnel; ensure effective treatment of those suffering from 
narcotics addiction and alcoholism; and they must establish order in 
pharmaceutical institutions and organizations which trade in chemical 
substances. 


In the struggle with alcoholism and narcotics addiction special attention must 
be devoted to protecting juveniles from this vice. The CPSU Central Committee 
requires directing our efforts toward forming firm antialcoholic convictions 
among the upcoming generation; protecting by all means children and juveniles 
from the destructive influence of alcohol; and make more complete use of the 
capabilities of the family, school and society for these ends. Teachers, 
physicians, specialists in the national economy, scientists and activists in 
social organizations must take an active role in this work. It is fitting to 
become more subjectively occupied with unfavorable families and with 
"difficult" juveniles. 


Anti-alcohol propaganda is being waged in the republic, along with a search 
for new ways and means in the struggle with drunkenness and alcoholism; 
nevertheless, the fact must be established that the offensive on this social 
evil is not going on along the entire front. The attitude still exists in 
favor of educating the public in the spirit of the so-called "cultural" use of 
alcoholic beverages. In this connection I would like to point out that the 
adherents of the given conception contribute nothing useful to the matter of 
rooting out alcoholism. In the past, as is well known, such a task was set on 
a nationwide scale; however no positive results were achieved. Propaganda on 
"cultural drinking" not only did not stop the growth of drunkenness, on the 
contrary, it swelled the ranks of the imbibers. 


The struggle must be waged not with the abuse, but with the use of alcohol. 
The prejudices and confusion associated with the drinking traditions must be 
opposed everywhere, in the most decisive way, with all our strength. And in 
this matter we expect a great deal of help from the intelligentsiya in the 
republic. Their role in affirming principles of sobriety in everyday life is 
an enormous one. A great deal depends upon the positions of their 
representatives and their personal example. Art and especially such genres as 
films, TV and artistic literature, is an important factor in the formation of 
public opinion and the people's psychological position with respect to 
alcohol. Creative societies and organizations must take a more active role in 
the great state cause of the struggle with drunkenness. 


Party committees and the department of propaganda and agitation at the 
republic CP Central Committee must make more effective use of all forms of 
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ideological-moral influence on the people, as well as the movement for a 
collective guarantee of a sober way of life, for rooting out drunkenness, 
narcotics addiction and smoking. This work should be based on the moral values 
of socialism and the force of public opinion, and proceed from the fact that 
success will be decided, in the words of Lenin, "by an efficient, ruthless, 
and truly revolutionary war with the specific carriers of evil, and by the 
education of the masses through specific examples." 


The mass information media occupy a special position in the cause of raising 
the social activeness of the working people and their disposition toward a 
sober lifestyle. Recently we have more than once called the attention of 
party and soviet leaders and the editors to the fact that the press has little 
to say about the problems of the struggle with drunkenness and that its 
publications are frequently bland and uninteresting. Even the leading 
republic press organs have stopped working on the topic of overcoming 
drunkenness and alcoholism on the basis of the abundant materials available 
from our cities and villages, and instead rely on reprinting correspondence on 
that problem from the central press organs. The question arises: Do our 
journalists truly lack the expertise to carry ona skilled offensive in the 
struggle with drunkenness on the basis of local examples? 


Apparently it is not a matter of the lack of facts and insufficient 
journalistic expertise, but one of complacency and disorganization in the work 
of our press. The newspapers are making poor use of the peoples’ disposition, 
which is decisively opposed to drunkenness in any of its manifestations, and 
they have overlooked the beginning of the extensive spread of home distilling 
and the production of adulterated wines, and thereby did not promote the 
prevention of their spread. 


The Central Committee Department of Propaganda and Agitation (S.D. Roshka) 
must critically analyze the work of the press, decisively change the state of 
affairs and, relying on available experience in making use of the printed 
word, support a powerful offensive on drunkenness, alcoholism and narcotics 
addiction in the press and magazines. 


The republic Gosteleradio [State Committee for Radio and TV Broadcasting] and 
Goskino [State Committee on Cinematography] are faced with similar tasks. S.lI. 
Lozan and Ye.V¥. Sobor must support showings of the multifaceted work of the 
best social workers, physicians, teachers, voluntary people's militia, 
activists in the society for the struggle for sobriety, and deputies in 
overcoming drunkenness and alcoholism. The powerful means at the disposal of 
TV and the movies must shine light on all the places of darkness in which this 
social evil has nested; penetrate the lair of the home distillers and 
speculators, and show how they are adapting to the new conditions and are 
continuing their dirty business. 


Those attending the meeting of the party aktiv no doubt noticed the 
"exhibits" set up in the foyer of the means for producing alcoholic beverages 
and the products manufactured in this manner. I think that this "exhibit" 
should not be a cause for smiles or irony, but uneasiness and the desire to 
quickly put a stop to this harmful home industry. 











The movement against this common misfortune has already touched and shaken 
much of what seemed to be permanent bastions of ceremonial culture. Society 
has begun to speak out decisively against drunken revelry at weddings and 
funeral wakes, name-days, and going-away parties for army recruits. And 
although we know that alcohol-free weddings, birthday parties, and going-away 
parties have not yet become the stable norm or mandatory rituals, neither have 
they become genuine traditions; nevertheless, tomorrow's ceremonial culture 
must necessarily become a sober one. This time will come all the sooner, as 
public opinion is molded around the problems of drunkenness, alcoholism and 
narcotics addiction, and soon as closely-coordinated cooperation is achieved 
among all services and departments. 


The work of the Ministries of Culture (A.S. Konstantinov) and Consumer 
Services (A.S. Ginkul), Goskomsport [State Committee for Physical Culture and 
Sports] (D.I. Muntyan) and the DOSAAF Central Committee (I.G. Kostash) must be 
significantly augmented in the direction indicated. Thus far they have been 
carrying out the tasks facing them for reforming the ceremonial culture 
extremely slowly, and have been using old methods. Many clubs and movie 
theaters, houses of culture, sports halls, and personal services bureaus are 
in a neglected condition. Their daily routine is inconvenient for the people. 
The necessary programs and scenarios for contemporary rituals are lacking, and 
if they exist they do not meet the needs of the day. A number of museums in 
the city of Kishinev have been closed for repairs for years, and this 
evidently is of little concern to the republic Ministry of Culture. The 
exhibit of the achievements of the national economy of the Moldavian SSR does 
not carry out active work with the visitors, and many of its employees act 
merely in the role of guardians of the valuables. The possibilities of the 
city parks and square are not put to good use for leisure time, and the care 
for them leaves a great deal to be desired. Significant neglect in the 
organization of the public's leisure time has occurred in Kalarashskiy, 
Teleneshtskiy, Kutuzovskiy and other rayons, where the cultural establishments 
and sporting facilities are not used effectively, and young people are not 
actively encouraged to take part in cultural and sports activities. 


The present state of mass physical culture and sport activity in the republic 
is altogether unacceptable. Only six percent of the adult population is 
caught up in physical culture and sport. Many physical culture collectives 
exist on paper only. The popularity and mastery of sportsmen are slow to 
increase. To convince oneself of this it is only necessary to take a look at 
the situation which has come to pass among game sports, and especially soccer. 


The CPSU Central Committee in its resolution stressed the unacceptability of 
failing to carry out plans for building clubs, houses of culture and sports 
facilities. Meanwhile this has become a chronic problem in the republic, and 
the guilty parties have no excuse to offer the people for their incompetence. 


The Council of Ministers, Gosagroprom, the Ministry of Culture, Goskomsport 
and other republic ministries and departments, as well as the executive 
committees of city and rayon soviets and construction organizations must make 
radical changes to the state of affairs in the construction of cultural 
facilities and ensure unconditional fulfillment of the plans for their 
construction. And the party committees must monitor the course of their work. 
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Trade union organs are applying insufficient effort toward the struggle with 
drunkenness and alcoholism. In the spirit of the instructions of the 18th 
Congress of Soviet Trade Unions and the 10th Congress of Moldavian Trade 
Unions, they must step up their demands and increase the responsibility of 
trade union organizations for rooting out drunkenness in everyday life and on 
the job, and for establishing normal conditions for the labor ana active 
leisure time of the working people. 


More than a year and a half has elapsed since the Voluntary Society for the 
Struggle for Sobriety was formed in the republic. Its primary organizations 
comprise over 180,000 people. In a number of cities and rayons the society 
has actively taken up the struggle with drunkenness and speaks out for a sober 
life style. However they seriously need assistance. Unfortunately, far from 
all party gorkoms and raykoms and primary party organizations are helping 
them. 


The Buro of the CPMo Central Committee examined and approved the appeal to all 
citizens of the republic from the participants of the 4th Plenum of the 
Moldavian Republic Council of ti:e All Union Voluntary Society for the Struggle 
for Sobriety. The mission of che party gorkoms and raykoms and social 
organizations is to assist in the dissemination of this appeal, and in 


involving every citizen of the republic in the active struggle for affirming a 
healthy, sober way of life. 


The effectiveness of the work on overcoming drunkenness and alcoholism and 
other socially-dangerous phenomena is measured not only in the moral health of 
the working collectives and society as a whole, but also in the state of 
affairs in the area of economic development. Today we have reason to state 
that the struggle unleashed against drunkenness and violations of labor 
discipline, against abuses and bribe-taking, together with other measures 
being implemented of late in the republic, have provided positive results. In 
the first five months of the year the industrial production plan has been 
fulfilled by 102 percent. The growth rate of industrial production, in 
comparison with the 1986 rate, amounts to 107.9 percent. The level of labor 
productivity has increased by 7.8 percent in comparison with the corresponding 
period of 1986. Nearly the entire increase in industriai production is 
attributed to this factor. And the main indicators for production and sale of 
basic kinds of animal products have been fulfilled. 


But in the great cause of freeing society from drunkenness, alcoholism and 
narcotics addiction, we have just taken the first steps. We must take a 
realistic look at what has been achieved and eliminate the existing 
shortcomings more rapidly; we must strengthen the measures already implemented 
in the first stage of the struggle with this social evil as well as the new 
measures; and we must strive everywhere to create an atmosphere of intolerance 
toward the use of alcohol in all its forms. Then socio-economic development 
will receive a new burst of speed as well. 


The party considers overcoming drunkenness and alcoholism an urgent task of 
great political significance, and an integral part of the restructuring. 
Permit me to assure the CPSU Central Committee in the name of the republic 
party organization, that we are sparing no effort for its successful 
realization, for seeing through to the finish this worthy cause of affirming 
sobriety as the normal condition of our lives. 
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PARTY, STATE AFFAIRS 


STREAMLINING OF GEORGIAN CRIMINAL JUSTICE ADVOCATED 


[Editorial Report] Tbilisi KOMUNISTI in Georgian on 30 May 1987 carries on 
page 3 under the title "Crime and Justice" a 1,300-word article by 

A. Kobakhidze, deputy chairman of the Tbilisi City Court, advocating a 
number of changes in the Georgian Criminal Code and in court procedures, 
designed to relieve the present overload on the courts and enhance the 
quality of their work, maintain the authority of the law enforcement organs, 
and still protect citizens’ rights. 


Part of the overload is due to the laudable introduction, in recent years, 
of criminal status for certain actions that formerly were not crimes, for 
example drunkenness and extracting unearned income. But these are crimes 
that pose less danger to society than certain others, and they could be 
dealt with more simply thorough administrative penalties--chiefly fines. 
This is what the author proposes. Instead of setting in motion the whole 
machinery of hearings, various court procedures and all the paperwork 
involved, searches, listing of property, reviews, sentencing, appeals, and 
so on, penalties could be imposed by single decision of the judge 
[yedinolichnoye resheniye]. An analysis of court results in 1986 shows that 
fines are imposed in most such cases anyway (54.4 percent). 


The author of the article then turns to a number of other specifics of 
criminal justice procedures that also tend to complicate and overload the 
system, the unreasonableness and “formalism” of which are quite apparent to 
anyone who is practically involved. They include details of proceedings, 
additional investigations, re-questioning of witnesses and re-examination of 
documents, and the like. All of them can and should be streamlined-- 
provided, in every case, that the accused's rights are not violated. 


Finally, the author voices the opinion that age restrictions on elected 
judges are not always justified--after all, the more experience a person has 
(especially in party work, the procuracy, and scientific institions) the 
better judge he will be. Kobakhidze also deplores the poor state of many 
court facilities (even in Tbilisi), a situation that definitely hurts the 
courts’ authority. 


6854 
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PARTY, STATE AFFAIRS 


USMANKHCDZHAYEV CRITICIZES SHORTCOMINGS IN UZBEKISTAN 
Tashkent PRAVDA VOSTOKA in Russian 29 Mar 87 pp 1-4 


(Report by I. B. Usmankhodzhayev, first secretary, Uzbekistan Communist Party: 
"Results of the January (1987) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee and the 
Tasks of the Republic Party Organization to Accelerate Restructuring and 
Improve Work With Cadre"] 


[Excerpts] Comrades! 


The January Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, the results of which we will 
be examining today has become an exceptionally important event in the nation's 
sociopolitical life. The significance of the plenum consists first and 
foremost in the fact that it revealed the problem of restructuring and 
improving work with cadres on a broad sociopolitical plane, with due regard to 
the lessons of the past, the nature of the present, and the tasks of the 
future. 


The plenum demonstrated how ineffective the old centralized forms of 
management, that inhibited democratic methods and the people's creative 
powers, had become under the altered conditions. Owing to the relaxation of 
oversight over the measure of labor and consumption, embezzlement, bribe- 
taking, profiteering, and unearned income took root on a broad scale in an 
atmosphere of complacency and general permissiveness. This encouraged the 
petty bourgeois way of life and petty bourgeois psychology. 


The republic party organization was also struck by such deformations. You all 
remember well the sharp criticism that was leveled at the Communist Party of 
Uzbekistan and its Central Committee from the podium of the 27th CPSU 
Congress. At the January plenum, Uzbekistan was again named among those 
regions in which negative processes connected with the degeneration and 
demoralization of cadres and with breaches of socialist legality have been 
manifested in the ugliest forms. 


This is a harsh but just assessment. Stagnation and failures in the economy 
and in the republic's social sphere, gross distortions of the Leninist norms 
and principles of party life, flaws in ideological, political, labor and moral 
education; violations of social justice; and the deception, falsifications and 
embezzlement which flourished in this soil were exposed with the aid of the 
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CPSU Central Committee at the 16th Plenum of the Central Committee and the 
21st Congress of the Communist Party of Uzbekistan. A firm course was set for 
the eradication of negative phenomena and their causes. 


Open criticism of the identified shortcomings and stern measures to correct 
the situation were approved by communists and broad strata of the working 
people. An intense struggle is under way to eliminate the consequences of 
negative phenomena and to normalize the situation in the republic. And this 
is producing its first results. Certain positive changes are in evidence in 
production, in social life, in the organizational and political work of party 
organizations, in the mass consciousness. 


At the same time, objective and demanding analysis of what has been done shows 
that changes for the better in the republic are at an extremely slow pace, 
that restructuring has proven more complex and the roots of the cumulative 
problems are deeper than previously thought. Those timid steps that have been 
noted in individual sectors of production activity and social life still do 
not by any means indicate the new quality of the work. In many directions of 
economic and cultural construction, we are continuing to mark time while in 
certain others we are even giving up previously won positions. There has been 
no dramatic breakthrough in party organizational and ideological work. 


The more deeply we become involved in restructuring, the more clearly we see 
its scale, complexity and significance. More and more new, unresolved 
problems remaining from the past come to light. The forces of inertia and the 
hidden, but sometimes overt resistance to change make themselves known. For 
this reason, there is an urgent need to return once more to the analysis of 
the problems we have encountered, to make a critical examination of the work 
of the republic party organization in recent years, and to define more 
precisely and on a larger scale the measures that will guarantee against the 
repetition of errors of the past and that will ensure our movement forward. 


The causes and nature of negative phenomena 


Comrades! In seventy years of Soviet power, the republic has carried out 
gigantic revolutionary socioeconomic reforms owing to the party's Leninist 
national policy and the enormous assistance of all peoples in the nation. The 
republic has created a modern industry and formed a developed agro-industrial 
complex. 


However, today we cannot fail to see that the rapid growth of the production 
and technical potential with the aid of the state has not been accompanied to 
the proper degree by the necessary social reforms within the republic and that 
important political, ideological and structural directions in this work have 
been neglected. As a result of subjective factors, Uzbekistan's leadership, 
especially in the last two decades, has not evaluated the need for basic 
internal change, and has allowed dangerous flaws and disproportions in social 
and cadre policy. 
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A gap has formed between the level of the material-technical base and the 
degree of social maturity in the republic. Production relations lag 
increasingly behind the development of the productive forces. 


We are talking firsc of all about the slow rate at which the industrial 
working class is forming from persons belonging to the indigenous nationality. 
Many branches of the national economy that determine scientific-technological 
progress and entire industrial regions have been created and have developed 
with the minimum participation of the local population primarily by hiring 
workers from other parts of the country. 


Neither the party leadership nor the republic's socioeconomic science have 
analyzed these problems. What is more, on the basis of various types of 
speculative conclusions and biased statistics, the real state of affairs has 
been distorted and pictured in a rosy light. The republic's economists, 
philosophers and sociologists have lost sight of such phenomena as the 
distorted development of the social structure of the population, the weakness 
of migration processes and the lowering of the. yield of the technical 
production potential, the considerable increase in the able-bodied population 
not engaged in social production, the low level of vocational training, and 
the low skill levels of specialists. Party and state discipline has become 
lax; there is less oversight and demandingness toward cadres; nepotism and the 
buddy system are on the rise. Theft of socialist property and bribe-taking 
have become widespread. Officials of party, soviet, state and economic bodies 
enjoying the highest trust and authority have embarked on the path of 
demoralization and corruption. 


The nature and scale of these phenomena are well-known to us. Criminal 
proceedings have been instituted against party and soviet officials for theft 
and bribe-taking. Among them: the former chairman of the council of 
ministers; the second secretary of the CP Central Committee; a deputy chairman 
of the presidium of the Uzbek SSR Supreme Soviet; five first secretaries of 
party obkoms [oblast committees]; the chairman of an oblispolkom [oblast 
executive committee]; and a number of ministers. Every such fact casts a 
shadow on the entire party, on Soviet power. 


The broad replacement of cadres and calling a considerable number of corrupted 
officials, including those occupying the highest posts, to strict account, for 
the most part merely eliminate the consequences but not the causes. 


This is why today it is very important to penetrate more deeply the essence of 
the processes of decisive restructuring and improvement of work with cadres 
and to embrace all--production, social, ideological, and party organization-- 
spheres. 


Intensification of production--the principal task of restructuring 


Comrades! A target program for accelerating socioeconomic development has 
been developed on the basis of the decisions of the 27th Party Congress. Our 
task is to encourage the entire republic party organization and all working 
people to engage in active struggle for the realization of our plans, to 
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participate in the restructuring effort. It will be necessary to surmount 
adverse trends in economic development, to overcome conservatisn, 
departmentalism and localism, and to increase the effectiveness of the entire 
national economy. 


The decisions of the January Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee indicate 
effective means to this end: the new system of manacement, self-financing, 
and the decisive elimination of the fetters of management by orders and 
decrees, voluntarism and subjectivisn. 


The restructuring of the economy requires unity in the resolution of current 
and long-range problems. The experience of the best enterprises and farms 
shows that substantial progress is made when managers and primary party 
organizations do not wait for orders and assistance from above but boldly 
undertake the solution of urgent problems on their own. 


Take the "Navoiazot" Production Association as an example. This collective 
numbers a work force of 10,000 anc about a thousand communists. The 
enterprise had frequently worked in .its and starts in the past. But the 
leadership--Comrade M. G. Pleshkov, manager; and S. M. Zhdanov, party 
committee secretary--seriously undertook to secure the smooth organization of 
labor, reconstruction, and the restructuring of social and consumer services. 
True solutions to all complex restructuring problems are found by councils in 
which the working people, specialists and communists participate albeit 
occasionally in heated debates. 


The more active creative thought of workers and engineering-technical 
personnel has been instrumental in eliminating a number of production 
bottlenecks. The introduction of innovative proposals developed by the 
collective last year alone produced an effect in excess of two million rubles. 


However, party committees have by no means succeeded in overcoming the inertia 
of the old approaches of economic managers everywhere, who are still more 
oriented toward slow, creeping, extensive increases than toward dramatic, 
qualitative, intensive change. Since the beginning of the year, the sales 
plan, taking into account delivery obligations, has been fulfilled 96 percent 
by industry. One-fourth of the republic's enterprises are failing to meet 
their contractual obligations. Labor productivity has declined by 2.4 
percent. Almost half of the enterprises in Dzhizak and Namangan oblasts have 
lower labor productivity than in the same period last year. 


4 paradoxical situation has developed in Bukhara Oblast where the fulfillment 
of plan targets was "realized" on the basis of the work of industry in two 
months. But in fact, labor productivity and consumer goods production 
declined. The labor productivity plan in Dzhizak Oblast was fulfilled by 102 
percent while the growth rate was 85.5 percent. While targets were met, the 
level of labor productivity declined in Surkhan-Darya, Fergana and Khorezm 
Oblasts and in Tashkent. 


Why is this happening? Gosplan leaders attribute the existing situation to 
the above-plan number of industrial personnel, to the difficulty of processing 
raw materials at cotton-cleaning enterprises, and to other objective and 
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subjective factors. But evidently the fact of the matter is that Gosplan, 
with the consent of the Council of Ministers, does not analyze in depth the 
breakdown of the plans by quarters and tolerates the fact that enterprises 
adopt easier targets at the beginning of the year. Departments of the 
republic CP Central Committee do not analyze the existing situation and accept 
excuses on faith. 


The inertia of the old approaches is particularly obvious in questions of 
scientific-technological progress. Only 83 percent of the capital investments 
allocated for this purpose were utilized last year. Many enterprises continue 
to relegate technical retooling issues to a secondary position. The 
performance of the "Uzbekgidrolizprom" Association has been poor for a long 
time. It does not fulfill its product mix and volume plan. For long years, 
the state was undersupplied with xylites, yeast, and many other products. 


Breakdowns, unscheduled equipment stoppages, and violations of production 
discipline are frequent at this association's plants. This is primarily 
because 60 percent of the equipment is worn out and obsolescent. At the 
Andizhan Hydrolysis Plant alone, Gosgortekhnadzor [State Committee for 
Supervision of Safe Working Practices in Industry and for Mine Supervision] 
shut down 8 out of 16 hydrolysis installations last year because they were in 
a broken-down condition. 


The "Sredazelektroapparat" Association, where half of the active productive 
capital is worn out and obsolete, plans to modernize only eight percent of 
this capital a year. Only 2.3 percent of the fixed capital at enterprises of 
the Ministry of Fertilizer in general was modernized in 1986 and a still 
Smaller percent--a mere {.4 percent--is scheduled for modernization in the 
current year. Given such an approach, it will take not only the 12th Five- 
Year Plan but also all the five-year plans up to the end of the millennium to 
modernize production. 


Unfortunately, it must be said that the Department of Heavy Industry and 
Machine Building of the Uzbek CC Central Committee has still not analyzed the 
reasons behind the existing situation. The department does not know why 
enterprises and associations are not addressing the problem of technical 
modernization of production, do not concern themselves substantively with 
cadres of managers and chief specialists upon whom the acceleration of 
scientific-technological progress depends, and are not orienting party 
committees toward the implementation of the party's technical policy. 


Insouciance is clearly seen in consumer goods production. In the last 15 
years, quantitative growth has been accompanied by a decline in the quality of 
production, by a worsening of the product mix, by the deterioration of 
consumer properties, and by the diminished marketability of products. 


Measures are now being taken to correct the situation in this key sector of 
the work. The republic's Council of Ministers has drafted plans for 
additional production of a total 250 million rubles’ worth of consumer goods 
already in the current year. The task now is to implement these plans. 
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The activity of the service sphere has been restructured. Round-the-clock 
groups have been organized in all kindergartens. Many enterprises have set up 
counters that accept orders for food and manufactured goods. Canteens, 
dispensaries and urban passenger transport have adjusted their schedules to 
conform to the schedules of the evening and night shifts. 


As a result, an additional 1100 persons are now employed and the equipment 
shift coefficient for the city as a whole has been raised to 1.94. 


Last year, the more effective utilization of the machine tool park resulted in 
the above-plan production of 103,000 pairs of footwear, 1.2 million rubles’ 
worth of sewn goods, 700,000 rubles' worth of hosiery, and an increase in 
industrial output by 19 million rubles. 


Nevertheless, the conversion to operation in multiple shifts is proceeding at 
an extremely slow pace throughout the republic. Many party committees, soviet 
ispolkoms, and trade union committees have surrendered complete control over 
this question to economic managers. The necessary role of the Council of 
Ministers, Gosplan, Uzsovprof [Uzbek Trade Union Council], and Goskomtrud 
[State Committee for Labor and Social Problems] in this area is not felt. 


Unresolved problems in the republic's agro-industrial complex are numerous. 
The volume of agricultural production is growing slowly, not as a result of 
the intensification of the branch but due to the increase in the development 
of large areas of land. The yield per irrigated hectare is declining and 
output per worker has remained the same as it was in 1970. Agrotechnics is at 
a low level and animal husbandry is in a neglected state. 


The Uzbek CP Central Committee is seriously concerned over the fact that the 
people responsible for our agriculture consider themselves to be virtually 
heroes for giving the country 1,700,000 tons of cotton fiber, without 
reflecting on the fact that the country gives us grain, meat and milk. 


Let us analyze our performance. Last year, the republic produced an average 
24.3 quintals of raw cotton per hectare; in the Kara-Kaipak ASSR--20.8; 
Dzhizak Oblast--18.6; Navoi Oblast--16.9; and Kashka-Darya Oblast--14.3 
quintals per hectare. There are numerous farms in the republic that on the 
average harvested only 10 quintals per hectare or less. Judge for yourselves: 
Are we using our existing potential to the fullest and do we have an untapped 
potential for growth? There is only one possible answer: this potential 
exists and it is very sizable. But it is not being used because many of our 
cadres live and work in the old way. 


All of you are by now familiar with the decree of the CPSU Central Committee 
"On the Work of Tajik SSR Party, Soviet and Economic Organs to Harvest the 
1986 Cotton Crop Without Enlisting the Aid of Students, Technicum and 
Vocational-Technical Training School Trainees, and Without Taking School 
Children Away From Their Studies." I wish to convey the opinion of the Buro 
of the Uzbek CP Central Committee to every party obkom first sevretary and to 
every oblispolkom chairman and especially to comrades I. D. Dzhabbarov, I. S. 
Umarov, I. A. Karimov, and A. S. Yefimov that they should report personally, 
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as communists, on the results of this year's harvest and on the fulfillment of 
the decree of the CPSU Central Committee. 


The yield of irrigated hectares is a problem not only in cotton farming. Last 
year, one-third of the farms harvested less than 50 quintals of potatoes and 
100 quintals of vegetables per hectare; 257 farms harvested less than 15 
quintals of corn grain per hectare. As a result, the republic corn yield was 
31.5 quintals; in Kashka-Darya Oblast--15.7; Navoi Oblast--14.1; and Kara- 
Kalpakiya--13.6 quintals. Incidentally, the yield of fodder root crops and 
alfalfa is the lowest in the republic. How do party obkoms evaluate the 
performance of comrades 0. Suyarov, V. N. Petrov, and A. Kh. Tadzhiyev, the 
agronomers’ leaders, who are satisfied with such "achievements?" 


And even Comrade I. Kh. Dzhurabekov is satisfied with the average figures that 
have been produced primarily as a result of the indicators of Andizhan, 
Nanmangan, Surkhan-Darya, and Fergana oblasts. 


I wish to discuss the development of animal] husbandry in particular. This 
problem is of both an economic and sociopolitical nature: after all, despite 
state subsidies, the per capita consumption of meat and dairy products has not 
increased for a number of years and in the future, with the growth of the 
republic's population, may even plummet. 


I want to illustrate our attitude toward animal husbandry with an eximple. A 
year and a half ago, we brought all first secretaries to two farms in the 
Kommunisticheskiy Rayon in Tashkent Oblast where milk pasteurization and 
refrigerating equipment that we could make ourselves was demonstrated. 
However, to this very day, not a single republic in the oblast has made even 
the attempt to introduce such machines. The republic Gosagroprom and the 
Department of Agriculture and the Food Industry of the Uzbek CP Central 
Committee have also remained indifferent to then. 


We consider not only unfounded but politically untrue as well the claims of 
oblast, rayon and farm leaders that meat and milk procurement plans 
unrealistic. There can be only one formulation of the plan by the party: 
until the yield of every hectare and the productivity of every farm is raised 
to modern agro-and zootechnical norms, there can be no discussion whatsoever 
about revising plans or about additional subsidies. 


The mastery of modern management techniques and the improvement of cadre 
training are the way of attaining this. All of us must undergo decisive 
restructuring, must energetically undertake to introduce collective and family 
order, khozraschet, and a checking system for xceeping track of costs. Life 
convincingly demonstrates thr2ir high effectiveness. In order to successfully 
resolve new problems, we must think and act in the new way. In this regard, I 
would like once again to call attention to the frank criticism leveied against 
us by Comrade V. P. Nikonov, secretary of the CPSU Central Committee during 
his sojourn in the republic. He justifiably condemned the conservetism of our 
approaches to urgent problems, our nonacceptance of the new, our disregard for 
experience acquired in other regions, and formalism in the organization of the 
training of all categories of agricultural workers. 
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The work style and methods of the collegium and central apparatus of 
Gosagroprom still does not meet modern demands. Lively organizational work is 
replaced by numerous, hastily arrived at, stereotypical decisions that do not 
reflect the real state of affairs; the measures designed to eliminate 
shortcomings are vague and diffuse. 


It is especially necessary to discuss the role of party obkom secretaries for 
agriculture and chairmen of oblast agro-industrial complexes. Restructuring 
in the agro-industrial complex, scientific-technological progress, of 
sophisticated forms of labor organization and wages are in large measure 
determined by their approach to these problems, by their competence and 
conviction. 


We frequently encounter cases where this category of leaders does not master 
the most important principles in the agro-industrial complex, 
interrelationships between kolkhozes, sovkhozes and associations connected 
with them, and has a poor understanding of the quality of land, of animal 
husbandry and economics. 


In order to lead, one must keep step with the times, work on oneself, set the 
example, and be informed on all the fine points of agro-industrial production. 
Today there is a need not for general leadership but for specific, decisive 
actions that must be based on the in-depth analysis of the numerous 
contradictions in this most important economic sphere. 


Numerous unresolved problems have also accumulated in the construction of 
water management facilities. Despite massive investments of state resources, 
an effective return on newly activated irrigated land is not being realized. 


The principal reason is the unsatisfactory state of a considerable part of the 
reclaimed land. In the republic, 750,000 hectares of irrigated land are 
saline and more than 1,300,000 hectares require capital work. Nevertheless, 
the Uzbek SSR Ministry of Land Reclamation and Water Resources continues to 
allocate only 20 percent of its capital investments for land improvement. But 
even these measures are carried out on an uncoordinated basis and do not 
produce the necessary results. 


Priorities are presently being reexamined and important decisions are being 
made to effect the restructuring of investment policy in the construction of 
water management facilities. But the government, republic Gosplan, leaders of 
the Uzbek SSR Ministry of Land Reclamation and Water Resources (Comrade K. 
Sapayev) and Glavsredazirsovkhozstroy (Comrade E. Tursunov) must take the 
necessary measures to prepare the restructuring of all work withow™ waiting 
until the appropriate decrees are adopted. 


Last year, the republic did not commission almost a hundred large production 
facilities. But analysis showed, and this was admitted by the clients 
themselves, that practically all of them were not commissioned because of 
derelictions in the planning and delivery of equipment and because planning 
estimates were not provided on schedule. 
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It would seem that the heads of ministries, departments, organizations, 
customer enterprises, and planning agencies should draw the proper conclusions 
from this and should not repeat past errors in drafting the plan for 1987. 


Notwithstanding fundamental decisions adopted by the CPSU Central Committee 
and the government on improving the economic mechanism and management, on 
increasing the effectiveness of construction production, the reorganization of 
the republic's construction complex is unconscionably protracted. 
Organizational disunity precludes the concentration of the manpower and 
resources of construction subdivisions on the most important projects and 
makers it difficult to use the existing production base effectively. For 
example, housebuilding combines of Minstroy [Ministry of Construction], 
Minvodkhoz, and Glavsredazirsovkhozstroy are operating in parallel in Dzhizak 
and their capacities are by no means fully utilized. At the same time, panels 
are shipped to the oblast from Tashkent. In addition to the ministries named 
above, "Uzagropromstroy" and "Uzbekgidroenergostroy" have their own production 
bases in the Kara-Kalpak ASSR. Some of them have amassed a great many unused 
construction products while others do not have enough but cannot take them 
because they belong to the wrong department. The quality of construction work 
continues to be low and falsifications are permitted. 


All this dictates to us the urgent need to restructure the economic mechanism 
in construction. I think that the republic's CP Central Committee, Council of 
Ministers of the republic and all of us must bring the improvement of the 
structure of construction organizations to the logical end. 


As practice has already shown, the transition to the collective contract is 
the main direction in the restructuring of the activity of contract 
organizations. However, this work is being carried out very slowly in the 
construction complex. 


Cadres should be taught to work in the new way, to retrain and upgrade their 
qualifications on a broader scale. Special attention must be devoted to 
creating appropriate conditions so that builders may perform highly productive 
labor and lead a normal life. There is no end of work in this area. 


Finally, party obkoms, gorkoms and raykoms must turn their face to capital 
construction, must exclude voluntarism from party guidance of the branch, and 
must raise the level of responsibility of economic leaders for effective 
management. 


Comrades! Flexibility and receptivity to the new presuppose the mandatory 
improvement of the structure of management and the elimination of superfluous 
links. The appearance of work in this direction is created. According to 
report data, 20,000 workers have been released from the apparatus as a result 
of reductions in force in the last 5 years. But during this time, the number 
of persons employed in management has increased. The January Plenum of the 
CPSU Central Committee noted that our republic's administrative bodies are far 
too large. Despite the fact that our republic's production is immeasurably 
smaller, it has as many ministries, departments, state committees and other 
government bodies as the RSFSR. 
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Indeed, is the existence of Uzglavstroydrevprom, which has a combined work 
force a little larger than 3000 persons, which corresponds to the average 
enterprise, for example, feasible? Is there a need for two ministries-- 
Minavtotrans [Ministry of Motor Transport] and Minavtodor [Ministry of Motor 
Roads] which are in fact engaged in the same activity and were previously a 
single body? Perhaps it would make sense to establish a single State 
Committee for Public Education instead of the Ministry of Education and 
Gosprofobr [State Committee for Vocational and Technical Education?] 


The Council of Ministers has now launched an important effort to bring order 
to the structure and staff of the administration of affairs. It would seem 
that the same work should also be formed at the level of all republic 
ministries and state committees. 


Man: the object of social policy 


Comrades! The idea of social justice and the broadest democratism that was 
substantiated in depth at the 27th Party Congress and the January Plenum of 
the CPSU Central Committee called for increasing man's labor activity, for 
developing social motivation, and for instilling in man a sense of 
proprietorship. The idea was to organize labor and create such conditions and 
such a moral climate in every collective so that a conscientious, skilled 
worker would live t<tter and would feel himself to be an active participant in 
the management of production. 


An objective, sober look shows that there are hundreds of thousands of people 
in the republic, especially in the countryside, who are still faced with bad 
working and living conditions, who are living in material and spiritual 
poverty. And if the improvement of working conditions today is inseparabie 
from the entire effort to intensify production and scientific-technological 
progress, the solution of problems in the social sphere depends entirely on 
local authorities. 


The improvement of the well-being of the working people and the creation of 
conditions for the all-round development of the individual today is not only a 
humanistic goal but is also a means of accelerating society's progress and is 
an objectively necessary condition to the nation's progress. 


Housing continues to be the main problem among all social problems and it must 
be explicitly stated that many economic managers, aid indeed party and soviet 
officials approach the resolution of this problem from old, dependent 
positions in the belief that someone must build housing. 


In this area, there must be fundamental change in the thinking of economic 
managers. With the transition to the new forms of management, each collective 
will for the most part solve its own housing problem. At the same, the 
soviets must realize that they bear full responsibility for the housing 
problem for the oblast, city and rayon as a whole. However, passivity is seen 
here too. There are delays in drafting the housing program for the period up 
to the year 2000 despite explicit orders set forth in the given decree of the 
CPSU Central Committee. 
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Medical services for the population are being improved at an extremely slow 
pace. Callousness, extortion by hospital personnel, and the low professional 
and moral level of many health workers disgrace our medicine but do not really 
concern the collegium of the republic Minzdrav [Ministry of Health] and 
Comrade S. M. Bakhramov, minister [of Health]. Take, for example, the 
construction of public health facilities financed by money earned by the 
working people during communist subbotniks. Comrades B. B. Volkov and A. V. 
Timoshenko, deputy chairman of the Surkhan-Darya Oblispolkom; Comrade A. V. 
Timoshenko, deputy chairman, Syr-Darya Oblispolkom; and Comrade A. Khaydarov, 
deputy chairman of the Namangan Oblispolkom, are to blame for the fact that 
these facilities were incorporated in the plan without the proper planning 
estimates and without the allotment of the appropriate plots of land. 
Understandably they have not been built. 


Comrades! The prevention of tenacious recurrences of social passivity, 
nihilism and apathy requires our daily, unflagging attention and rigorous 
observance of the constitutional rights and norms of socialist legality. 
Under the conditions of our republic, where a formal attitude toward 
democratic institutions has been demonstrated in most acute form, the 
pronouncements of the January Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee on the 
continuous relationship of the unity of legality and democracy, on raising the 
responsibility of the cadres of law enforcement and oversight agencies are of 
special significance. 


In the last 3 years, much has been done to cleanse the police, procuracy, 
courts, and justice agencies, to strengthen them with tested and honest 
personnel. Over 11,000 persons were sent to the internal affairs agencies 
alone on the basis of recommendations of work collectives. Energetic measures 
are being taken to combat economic crimes, drug addiction, drunkenness and 
unearned income. The number of heinous crimes has been reduced for the first 
time in recent years. 


At the same time, there has been nc appreciable progress in preventing other 
widespread crimes. This is frequently the result of the low degree of 
professionalism and in some cases the irresponsibility of cadres. We have not 
yet succeeded in reducing the level of juvenile delinquency. Among police, 
procuracy, and court personnel there are still many who continue to live and 
work in the old way; agencies have not rid themselves of criminal elements. 
The criminal activity of the recently exposed group operating within the 
Tashkent Oblast Criminal Investigation Department which under the pretext of 
conducting searches took money and valuables from people and kept bandits and 
robbers from being called to account, is a graphic example of degeneration. 


Gross violations of the rights and lawful interests of citizens, red tape, and 
instances of unsubstantiated apprehension and arrest are by no means isolated 
instances. Flaws in the work of law enforcement agencies undermine their 
authority and people's belief in the strict necessity to observe Soviet laws. 
Punishment for any deviation from the spirit and letter of the law must be 
inevitably forthcoming. Comrade A. V. Buturlin, republic procurator, must 
make legality control by the procuracy stricter. 
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Oblast, city and rayon party committees must constantly direct and coordinate 
the efforts of party organizations of state institutions, law enforcement 
agencies, and the entire community in eradicating and preventing all 
deviations from the demands of the law, all manner of actions infringing the 
rights of citizens, and must actively use organizational, economic, 
ideological, and legal means to this end. This task is posed in the well- 
known decree of the CPSU Central Committee "On the Further Strengthening of 
Socialist Legality and Legal Order and the Protection of the Rights and Legal 
Interests of Citizens." 


For close ties between ideological work and life 


Comrades! The 27th Party Congress and the January Plenum of the Central 
Committee linked ideological work closely to the concept and strategy of 
acceleration and posed the urgent problem of strengthening the unity of 
ideology and life. 


Half a year ago, a plenum of the Central Committee on the problem of improving 
ideological work sharply criticized miscalculations and articulated cardinal 
measures to restructure and strengthen it. However, the necessary change in 
the activity of the republic party organization in this important sphere has 
not yet been forthcoming. 


The plenum's decisions have not yet become the guide to action for a 
considerable percentage of the leaders of ideological ministries and 
departments. There is a danger of talking too much about restructuring in 
ideological work, of reducing the new approaches to exhortations, to the 
compilation of innumerable measures that do not essentially alter reality. 


Some party committees continue to avoid making precise political evaluations 
and play down the acuteness of the problems. The activity of the ideological 
departments of the Uzbek CP Central Committee has been subjected to sharp 
criticism. I do not think it is worth repeating this criticism. But today, 
we cannot fail to mention the fact that their superficial approach is having a 
negative impact on the ideological work of party committees and organizations 
at the local level and is setting off a kind of chain reaction of rounding off 
sharp corners. This particularly applies to such a painful problem for us as 
atheistic education. 


Here is a typical example. In its discussion of the state of the religious 
situation in the city and the tasks of the party organization, the Buro of the 
Kattakurgan Party Gorkom (first secretary: Comrade I. D. Ishbekov) avoided 
the crux of the matter, did not analyze and evaluate numerous instances of 
intensification of religious feeling, and did not note a single serious 
shortcoming in antireligious activity. The decree adopted regarding this 
question does not contain any specific points. Does not obligate anyone to do 
anything, cannot serve as a basis for organizing work and monitoring its 
performance. Such an attitude by the party gorkom also became the example for 
the gorispolkom [city executive committee] (chairman: Comrade Sh. T. 
Kuchkarov) which saw nothing reprehensible in the fact that religiozniki had 
erected an enormous mosque in the city in violation of the legislation. Even 
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a blind man could not fail to notice it. But all this was not noticed by the 
Samarkand Party Obkon. 


The attitude ccntinues to be liberal toward communists who engage in religious 
ceremonies. N. Radzhabov, chief hospital physician; party member; and deputy 
of the Kagan City Soviet, was among those praying in the Bukhara "Mir arab" 
Medrese. For 4 months, the Kagan Raykom and Comrade I. Zakiryayev, its first 
secretary, did not want to see anything reprehensible in N. Radzhabov's 
action. Only after the intervention of higher political organs was a 
reprimand handed down to the religious communist, as the decree stated, "for 
relaxing party vigilance." Now the Bukhara Party Obkom stubbornly does not 
wish to see anything reprehensible in the actions of the first secretary of 
the Kagan Party Raykom. 


If we display such political blindness, we will not make any progress 
whatsoever in atheistic education. 


Ideological work has always been a shock front for the party. This Leninist 
tradition acquires special significance in the present, critical period in our 
society's life. The restructuring and revolutionary reforms are, as 
emphasized in the materials of the January plenum, are above all the struggle 
for the consciousness, convictions, minds of people. And if we are not 
successful, we will not be able to engage all communists and all working 
people in the restructuring process. . 


And this means that all party workers, starting with the first secretary of 
the Central Committee, secretaries of party obkoms, gorkoms, and raykoms and 
ending with the secretary of the primary party organization and the entire 
party aktiv must engage in education, clarification, and persuasion activity 
every day. 


We are less keen in our appreciation of problems of international education 
and interethnic [mezhnatsional'nyye] relations. Of late, we have less and 
less frequently recalled and explained to the masses, especially youth, the 
significance of the enormous fraternal aid of the country's peoples, 
especially the great Russian people, as a result of which the Uzbek Soviet 
Socialist Republic has developed and formed. There are those who have 
forgotten the events of the relatively recent past--the participation of all 
peoples of the nation in the restoration and rebirth of Tashkent after its 
destruction by an earthquake. Today as well, the paramount importance of 
Uzbekistan's international ties with other republics in all spheres of 
economics, science and culture is not revealed with sufficient vividness and 
convincingness. 


At the same time, all these questions require daily, unflagging attention. 
Indeed, Uzbekistan has always been, is now, and will always be one of the most 
multinational republics in which representatives of more than 100 nations and 
nationalities live and work as a united family. In the great majority of 
oblasts, cities, rayons and work collectives there reigns the spirit of 
friendship and internationalism which multiplies people's strength in the 
struggle for restructuring, for the implementation of the party's difficult, 
complex but inspiring plans. 
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At the same time, everything cannot be pictured in a rosy light. 
Manifestations of national unsociability, narrowness, swagger, localism, and 
dependency are not isolated occurrences in Uzbekistan. They are manifested in 
various, frequently veiled forms. But we must constantly display political 
vigilance and class sensitivity, and be able to discern and decisively put an 
end to the slightest attempt under any cover to damage the friendship and 
brotherhood of Soviet peoples. 


In this regard, it is necessary to emphasize in particular the role and 
responsibility of the creative intelligentsia in fostering a healthy moral- 
political climate and the entire moral atmosphere in the republic. We are now 
taking energetic measures to overcome the psychology of stagnation in the 
cultural sphere. Recent congresses and plenums of creative unions stirred up 
writers, artists, composers, theatrical and cinematographic figures 
noticeably. The proper orientation of Uzbekistan's creative workers is 
promoted by the active dialog between them and the leaders of party organs. 


Of course, it would be naive to expect talented works on a rapidly developing 
social situation to appear instantaneously. There is something else that is 
disquieting: many cultural figures are taking a wait-and-see position and 
make haste to say what has already been said yesterday. Criticism of negative 
moments of the past still rests on the topic of creation, on constructive 
criticism of our current steps to modernize life. 


Increased independence in the activity of creative organizations must be 
accompanied by higher responsibility for the ideological and artistic quality 
of the works that are created. However, the creative unions are still not 
devoting sufficient attention to these questions. 


Some cultural figures regard democracy as dissoluteness, as permissiveness, as 
an opportunity to satisfy one's ambitions or to square personal accounts. We 
encounter numerous instances of garishness, haughtiness, and poorly concealed 
mercantile interests. We must not underestimate the negative significance of 
such facts. Cliquishness, regardless of its garb, be it the Academic Theater 
imeni Gorky, the Union of Artists or the "Uzbekfilm" Film Studios leads 
collectives away from the truly complex problems. Cliquishness is ethically 
immoral and essentially inimical to true creativity. 


Party committees must hew to the line of raising the responsibility of 
communist cultural figures for the ideological and moral health of creative 
unions, theaters and concert organizations and for the ideological and 
artistic maturity of creative works. 


Changes in the content, orientation and very character of our newspapers, 
magazines, television and radio are in evidence. But they, as M. S. Gorbachev 
stated at a meeting with the heads of the mass information and propaganda 
media, are only changes in the direction of more vigorous effort along modern 
lines. There has been no real breakthrough in the press as yet. In the 
treatment of the most important questions and directions of our work there are 
lamentable gaps and biases; there are instances when serious analysis is 
replaced by so-called "roasted facts." They are particularly inadmissible in 
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Central Committee Organs--the newspapers SOVET UZBEKISTOwI and PRAVDA VOSTOKA 
and broadcasts of Republic Gosteleradio. 


Basic changes in various areas of life make new, imseasurably higher demands 
on the training and education of cadres in secondary and higher school. The 
party regards its reform as one of the decisive factors of acceleration. 
These problems have special significance for the republic party organization. 


Checks reveal the extremely unsatisfactory level of pupils’ knowledge of all 
basic disciplines, including Russian. The structure of Gosprofobr is formed 
in such a way that the majority of training school graduates are trained to 
work in agriculture. There is no training of [factory] workers, especially in 
occupations using sophisticated technology. Stagnation in production is in 
large measure associated with the low level of qualifications of graduates of 
higher education institutions and their numerous affiliates wiich lack the 
necessary teaching facilities and teaching cadres. 


The Department of Science and Educational Institutions of the CP Central 
Committee together with Minvuz must elaborate detailed measures for the 
implementation of the secondary and higher school reform and must exercise 
special oversight over this work. 


The key link of party leadership 


Comrades! Mobilizing the people and broad working masses for revolutionary 
and creative tasks, the party, following Leninist tradition, has itself always 
set the example for unselfish work and struggle in pursuit of the objective. 
Today, at a time when the scale and complexity of all processes in the 
development of socialism, the acceleration of its economic, social and 
spiritual progress have grown immeasurably, the party has specifically started 
with itself in the effort to restructure internal party life and to nodernize 
the forms and methods of party leadership. 


The January Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee demanded with new vigor that 
party committees and organizations must become the example for the 
restructuring, its motor and driving force. They are called upon to set the 
tone for the broad democratization of all spheres of production, social, and 
internal party life; to develop glasnost, criticism and self-criticism; to 
secure the strictest oversight from above and below over the activity of 
cadres; to secure the active participation cf communists and all working 
people in the reforms; and to place the restructuring under the control of the 
masses. 


This demand applies to all links in the republic party organization. At the 
previous plenum, the Buro of the Uzbek CP Central Committee reported on work 
performed to implement the decisions of the 27th CPSU Party Congress. You 
will recall that a number of positive changes were noted in the style and 
methods of the activity of the Buro, the secretariat, departments, and Central 
Committee apparatus as a whole. Sharp criticism was leveled at our still 
existing formalism, our penchant for speechifying and paper shuffling, and our 
occasional inability to concentrate our efforts and attention on the key 








issues. We attentively discussed all critical remarks and proposals addressed 
to us at a sitting of the Buro and drew the necessary conclusions. A self- 
critical, demanding discussion took place on practical restructuring measures, 
on the need to bring the activity of all party committees into line with the 
party's current demands. 


Analysis made it possible to identify the key links that are primarily 
responsible for realizing the principal task: achieving acceleration 
everywhere, developing restructuring, and giving it a general, irreversible 
character. 


This entails first and foremost dramatic improvement in the work of party 
gorkoms and raykoms. They are closest to the primary party organizations, to 
work collectives, and hence to the forefront of the struggle for the 
acceleration of socioeconomic development. The success and depth of the 
restructuring depend in large measure on them, on their energetic action. 


Practice shows that where city and rayon committees have succeeded in 
abandoning technocratic approaches, in not supplanting economic organs, and 
where they have used their organizational and political methods to influence 
the acceleration of socioeconomic development, substantial change for the 
better is in evidence. 


However, the state of affairs in economic and cultural construction, 
scciological studies carried out in the course of preparations for the present 
plenum; discussions , reports, and certifications convincingly attest to the 
fact that change in the style and methods of the work is slowest in the city 
and rayon links and that it is specifically here that the restructuring is 
primarily bogged down and is unable to gain the necessary momentum. Many 
party gorkoms and raykoms are entirely absorbed with routine economic concerns 
and relegate political issues, work with people and with primary party 
organizations to a secondary position. Party leaders, including the first 
secretaries of party committees, are still not truly addressing problems of 
internal party life and ideological work. The Central Committee and Party 
Obkoms must devote more attention to raykoms and gorkoms--this key party link, 
and must help them to improve their work style and methods. Beyond a doubt, 
the functioning of primary party organizations will then also improve 
substantially; they will lead work collectives in realizing their objectives. 


And this is very important. Under modern conditions, at a time when the 
concern is for greater autonomy, a higher degree of initiative of work 
collectives, and the intensification of the human factor, the increased 
activity of the primary party organizations acquires exceptional significance. 
They are the party's organizational base, the political nucleus of work 
collectives. Through them, the party is capable of exerting a continuous, 
all-encompassing influence on the acceleration of sociceconomic development, 
on the entire course of restructuring, on the realization of all objectives. 
In all, there are approximately 22,000 primary party organizations in the 
republic today. And if each of them works actively and purposefully, we will 
be able to achieve much more in all spheres of production and social life. 


47 








Appreciable changes have unquestionably been taking place in the activity of 
the republic's pr.tary party organizations of late. Comradely demandingness 
and responsibility of party members are seen in increasing measure. Reports 
by communists, including communist leaders, are more and more frequently heard 
at meetings. The following data attest to the fact that this is an effective 
means of party oversight over the work and behavior of all cadres. Last year 
alone, 22,000 reports by leaders were heard at party meetings. In the course 
of these reports, 158 persons were expelled from the party and over 2000 
persons received party punishment. 


The Buro of the Uzbek CP Central Committee deems it necessary to emphasize 
once again that it is specifically the first secretaries of party gorkoms and 
raykoms that bear personal responsibility for screening cadres of economic 
managers and secretaries of primary party organizations and for the formation 
of basic, businesslike relations between them. Miscalculations and errors in 
this regard are costly and retard the restructuring process. 


This is especially true when party committees try to be kind at the expense of 
the party and the people. Comrade R. Khatamov, first secretary, Ilichevskiy 
Party Raykom, Syr-Darya Oblast; candidate member, Uzbek CP Central Committee 
took managers who had failed under his patronage and moved them from one 
responsible position to another. The party obkom passed a resolution 
relieving him of his post and we believe that it was entirely correct in doing 
so. 


Comrades! As is known, a large, possibly central place in the work of the 
January Plenum of the Central Committee was taken up with questions pertaining 
to the further, all-round development of democracy and socialist self- 
government. Therein lies a most important aspect and integral part of the 
ongoing restructuring and at the same time a necessary prerequisite, a 
decisive condition to its success, and a reliable guarantee that the reform 
process that has begun will be carried out to the end and that the old errors 
will not be repeated. 


The republic party organization has taken its first steps in introducing 
democratic principles in work with cadres. Open, public discussion of all 
nominees for promotion has become the rule at party meetings and it has become 
the practice to elect leaders of party organizations and work collectives. 


In recent times, meetings and collectives have elected more than 9000 persons 
to positions of leadership of various ranks, including 70 managers of 
industrial enterprises, 18 sovkhoz directors, 49 kolkhoz chairmen and 8000 
brigade leaders. 


It will also be necessary to take a new approach to the advancement of non- 
party people to executive positions. It is no secret that until recently, 
admission to the party was often directly connected with a person's 
professional advancement, as a result of which the party ranks were penetrated 
by people on the basis of kinship ties, ties with countrymen, and on the basis 
of selfish considerations. It was for this very reason that outright 
protectionism was practiced in the Tashlakskiy Party Raykom of Fergana Oblast 
(former first secretary: Comrade A. Khodzhayev); in the Kuybyshevskiy Party 
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Raykem in Tashkent (first secretary: Comrade N. I. Yemelyanov); and in the 
Bolshevistskiy Party Raykom in Samarkand Oblast (raykom first secretary: 
Comrade M. Abduraimov) data on the social status of persons entering the CPSU 
were falsified. 


Some people regard a party membership card as a mandate to an executive 
position. The ignoring of this reality at one time resulted in the serious 
limitation of our cadre potential. We have a considerable number of non-party 
people who are remarkable people and good specialists, people who are capable 
of leading a collective. The open screening of both communists and non-party 
people for advancement will result in the broad masses of working people being 
drawn into management. 


Work with female cadres requires further improvement. Much is said on this 
subject but there have not as yet been any positive changes. The number of 
women in the apparatus of party obkoms, gorkoms and raykoms, among gorkon 
secretaries and sovkhoz directors has decreased. There are no women among the 
first and second secretaries of party committees in Namangan and Bukhara 
oblasts. 


There are representatives of 23 nationalities in the nomenklatura of the 
Central Committee. In cadre policy, however, we have not yet eliminated 
manifestations of localism and tendencies toward national isolationism 
{[zamknutost]. It is not necessary to make a secret of this. Are there many 
representatives of even neighboring fraternal republics among first and second 
secretaries of party gorkoms and raykoms? There are literally a handful. 


Therefore democratization in the solution of cadre problems and in depth 
internationalization of the entire cadre policy are the main, most important 
directions of the work. 


Special attention should be focused on criticism and self-criticism, on its 
nature, and the way it is perceived by our cadres. Outwardly, there are no 
shortcomings in our criticism and glasnost. However, it is still too early to 
say that our criticism has become militant, responsible and constructive. 


Instances of people being persecuted for criticism have not been eradicated. 
Something unusual happened in the town of Zarafshan where the party Gorkom 
responded to criticism by workers in the press by taking half-measures and did 
not react in good time to attempts by economic managers not only to ignore the 
opinion of the workers but also organized their persecution. Even the party 
obkom, and especially Comrade A. S. Yefimov, its first secretary, was unable 
to get to the bottom of things and to make a prompt and correct political 
evaluation of the events. The Central Committee had to intervene. 


In this connection, the Buro of the Central Committee emphasizes once more: 
all our cadres, all party, soviet, state, and economic organs must learn how 
to work under the conditions of increasing democracy, glasnost and criticism 
and must always take people's opinion into account. 


Comrades! In the process of preparing for this plenum, we met with the aktiv 
and veterans. We consulted widely with communists on how best to organize the 


49 








fulfillment of the truly innovative decisions of the January Plenum of the 
CPSU Central Committee. We were given a single mandate: not to deviate from 
the adopted course; to overcome any resistance by the opponents of 
restructuring; to spare no effort in the effort to modernize our society. And 
we enjoy the support of communists and of the broadest strata of the working 
people. 


At the same time, we must all clearly understand that the struggle for 
restructuring requires decisiveness, courage, initiative, political vigilance, 
energy, effort and self-sacrifice. And anyone who is "weary" of 
restructuring, who does not want or is not willing to struggle must go. 


The processes of restructuring on a broad democratic base must encompass all 
links of the political system and especially the soviets of people's deputies, 
trade unions and the Komsomol. They are called upon to become the basic 
levers for engaging the working people in the management of production and 
social affairs. 


Of late, there have been serious changes in the work of soviet organs and much 
has been done to reinforce them with cadres. The CPSU Central Committee 
recently adopted a decision to certify personnel belonging to the soviet 
apparatus. This certification must be approached in all earnestness so that 
this measure would result in the broad involvement of workers, collective 
farmers and representatives of the intelligentsia with the highest degree of 
awareness and initiative in Soviet work. 


The improvement of the Soviet electoral system is a fundamental direction in 
the democratization of our life. This year, a number of rayons will hold 
elections to local soviets under a multiple-mandate system on an experimental 
basis. Under these conditions, party committees must ensure a higher degree 
of glasnost and democracy in the nomination of candidate deputies, must 
prevent overorganization [zaorganizovannost], but must also not allow things 
to drift. 


Comrades! A year and a half from now we will celebrate the 70th anniversary 
of the Great October Socialist Revolution. The Appeal of the CPSU Central 
Committee to the Soviet people emphasizes that this will be a major holiday 
for the working people of our country, the fraternal socialist states, and all 
progressive mankind. At the same time, it will also be a high point from 
which to evaluate the results and lessons of the road we have traveled and the 
new tasks confronting society in the present, extremely important stage of its 
development. 


Our response to the Appeal of the CPSU Central Committee must be manifested in 
shock work to eliminate shortcomings, in the concentration of efforts on the 
practical implementation of the targets of the 12th Five-Year Plan in the 
multiplication of the republic's contribution to the unified national economic 
complex. And this requires a still greater degree of efficiency, 
demandingness, organization, and order everywhere and in all things. 


5013 
CSO: 1830/576 
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REVOLUTIONARY'S LETTERS ON STALIN'S EXCESSES 
Moscow OGONEK in Russian No 26, Jun 87 pp 5-7 
{article by Vasiliy Polikarpov: "Fedor Raskolnikov"] 
[Excerpt] How He Was Made an "Enemy of the People" 


In the 1940's the former chief of affairs of Sovnarkom [Soviet of People's 
Commissars] V. D. Bonch-Bruyevich wrote the memoirs "Vladimir Ilyich Lenin i 
Voyenno-Morskoy Flot" [Vladimir Ilyich Lenin and the Navy]. They were not 
published. Twenty years later, in 1964, VOYENNO-ISTORICHESKIY ZHURNAL 
published excerpts from them. That is how Bonch-Bruyevich told about certain 
episodes of the times of the revolution and the civil war that were personally 
known to him: 


"On the evening of 27 October (9 November) 1917 Vladimir Ilyich ordered one of 
the naval officers to organize the defense of Petrograd using Baltic Fleet 
ships." 


"Vladimir Ilyich summoned a naval warrant officer whom he knew personally who 
was at that time on the Kronshtadt and gave him detailed instructions as to 
what had to be done in Novorossiysk and demanded that he be inflexible and 
perform everything on behalf of the government. Vladimir Ilyich gave him a 
special letter of trust which he was to read to the command personnel and 
sailors." 


"The specially assigned naval officer brilliantly performed the sission 
entrusted to hig by the government and by Vladimir Ilyich personally. On 
18 June 1918 the Black Sea Fleet was sunk in Novorossiysk... " 


After what has already been said above, there is no need to specially explain 
that the person disguised by Bonch-Bruyevich as "one of the naval officers" 
was none other than Raskolnikov. The author of the memoirs did not name hin 
directly since he well knew that beginning in 1938 it became extremely 
dangerous, or rather, impossible to mention Raskolnikov in the press. 


But what was this? What was the source of this fear of the name of a hero 
whose remains lie in Nice? The i2th issue of the journal VOPROSY ISTORII KPSS 
for 19603 brought the answer to this question. V.S. Zaytsev, who at the 
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instructions of the supr2me party organs participated in investigating the 
Raskolnikov "case," reported: 


"after the 17th Congress he was abroad and waiched the development of Stalin's 
cult of personality with alarm. As a result of the arbitrariness and 
lawlessness Leninist cadres of the party and the Soviet Government, prominent 
military leaders whom Raskolnikov knew personally from the civil war, and 
diplomatic workers who did not please Stalin senselessly perished. All this 
put Raskolnikov on guard. Working in Bulgaria, he began to motice how agents 
sent by Yezhov and then Beriya were shadowing hia. 


"In July 1939 when he was in France, Raskolnikov found out that he had been 
declared an “enemy of the people” and outlawed in his homeland. 


"Then, finding himself in extremely difficult conditions, F.F. Raskolnikov 
began the struggle against Stalin's cult of personality. On 22 July he 
published an open statement “How I Was Made an ‘Enemy of the People’ in which 
he resolutely defended himself and other prominent figures of the party and 
Soviet Government who had innocently suffered." 


In 1936-1937 the Narkomindel [People's Commissariat of Foreign Affairs) had 
repeatedly summoned him from Sofia to Moscow supposedly for negotiations on a 
new appointment first in Mexico, then in Czechslovakia, then in Greece, and 
then in Turkey. Sensing the "clearly unserious nature" of these pretexts (how 
else was he to interpret them when the USSR did not at that time even have 
diplomatic relations with, for example, Mexico?), Raskolnikov rejected these 
offers and announced that he was "satisfied with his stay in Bulgaria." 
Finally, the Narkomindel demanded that he immediately travel to Moscow, 
promising an indefinite "more responsible” appointment. 


"On 1 April 1938," Raskolnikov later wrote in an open statement, "I left Sofia 
for Moscow, notifying the Narkomindel of this by telephone on that same day... 
The entire Soviet colony in Bulgaria escorted me to the station." But 
Raskolnikov did not arrive in Moscow. The unexpected happened. In this same 
statement he told about it in this way: "On 5 April 1938, when I had not yet 
managed to reach the Soviet border, Moscow lost patience and whil: I was on 
the way they scandalously fired me from the post of USSR plenipotentiary to 
Bulgaria, which I found out about, to my own surprise, from the foreign 
papers. And not even a minimum of proprieties were observed: they did not 
even call me comrade. Iam a politically literate person and I understand 
what it means when they hastily withdraw someone and report it cn radio to the 
whole world. 


"after that it became clear to me that I would be immediately arrested upon 
crossing the border. 


"It became clear to me that I, like many other old Bolsheviks, was guilty 
without guilt. And all the offers of responsible posts from Mexico to Ankara 
had been a trap and a means to lure me to Moscow. 
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"Many plenipotentiaries were lured by such dishonest methods unworthy of the 
State. L.M. Karakhan was importunately offered the position of ambassador to 
Washington, but when he arrived in Moscow, he was arrested and shot. 


"V.A. Antonov-Ovseyenko was summoned from Spain under the pretext of his 
appointment to be RSFSR people's commissars of justice. In order to give this 
appointment more cogency, a decree concerning the appointment was even 
published in IZVESTIYA and PRAVDA. Hardly any of the readers of the papers 
suspected that these lines were printed specially for Antonov-Ovseyenko alone. 


"A trip to Moscow after the 5 April 1938 decree which discharged me from 
service as a criminal whose guilt had been proven and was beyond question 
would have been pure madness and tantamount to suicide. 


"Above the portal of the Paris Cathedral of Notre Dame, among other sculpted 
images, towers a statue of Saint Denis, who humbly carries his own head. But 
I prefer to live on bread and water in freedom rather than guiltlessly 
languish and die in prison without any opportunity to vindicate myself of the 
monstrous accusations leveled against me." 


Remaining abroad Raskolnikov, "despite the unprecedented scandalous dismissal 
from his post," showed support and loyalty to the Soviet Government. On 
12 October 1938 he was summoned to the USSR plenipotentiary office in France 
where Ambassador Ya.Z. Surits after reporting that "other than the 
unauthorized stay abroad" the Soviet Government had "no political claims" 
against him proposed that Raskolnikov travel to Moscow, guaranteeing that 
"nothing would threaten" him on his arrival. But Raskolnikov knew well that 
an "unauthorized stay abroad" alone, despite how he was summoned, was at that 
time considered betrayal of the Motherland with the consequences resulting 
therefrom. 


On 18 October he sent a ietter to Stalin in which he stated that he did not 
recognize this accusation, which was the only one at the time, as well-founded 
and that his temporary stay abroad "is not unauthorized but compulsory." "I 
never refused to return to the USSR," Raskolnikov wrote. 


We know what happened then from the statement cited above,"How I Was Made an 
"Enemy of the People.'" 


"Since that time no new demands that I return were announced. 


"My appeal to the Paris plenipotentiary office with the request to extend my 
passport remained unanswered. 


"Now (this was written on 22 July 1939--author) I have found out from 
newspapers about the comedy of the trial in absentia held on 17 July. Forced 
to leave Sofia, I was accused of being a ‘deserter’; and arbitrarily dismissed 
from service it was declared that I refused to return to the USSR, ignoring my 
documented statement to Stalin that I never refused and do not refuse to 
return to the USSR. 


"My loyalty was declared to be ‘crossing to the camp of enemies of the people.' 
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"This decree once more casts light on Stalinist justice and on the pretense of 
the infamous trials, clearly showing that innumerable ‘enemies of the people’ 
are being fabricated and what grounds are sufficient for the Supreme Court to 
give the supreme sentence." 


Raskolnikov concluded this statement with the full sense of dignity of a 
communist-Leninist and a citizen of the Country of the Soviets: 


"Declaring me an outlaw was dictated by blind rage toward a person who refused 
to submissively lay his head on the block and who dared to defend his own 
life, freedom, and honor. 


"I protest against such a mockery of justice and demand an open investigation 
of the matter giving me the right to defend myself." 


He did not get the opportunity to defend himself in court. 


In late August 1939 in Nice (southern France) F.F. Raskolnikov became ill with 
pneumonia and in serious condition was sent to the hospital. Soon the sick 
man also contracted meningitis, which he did not survive; on 12 September he 
died. His remains lie in the family burial vault of one of the French 
families in the city of Nice. 


For a whole quarter of a century the curse of slander hung over the renowned 
name of the revolutionary, diplomat, man of letters, and political figures of 
the Leninist school. It would have been difficult to dispel this slander if 
not for Raskolnikov's own testimony in the form of the statement "How I Was 
Made an ‘Enemy of the People’" and the subsequent open letter to Stalin. In 
the letter, written not long before his death, Raskolnikov, who selflessly 
believed in the moral strength of his people, expressed the hope that the time 
was not far off when the regime of arbitrary rule and illegality propagated by 
Stalin would be exposed and the justice for which generations of 
revolutionaries had given their lives would triumph. Such a time arrived. It 
is commemorated in the life of the 20th and 21st party congresses of the 
Soviet land. On 10 July 1963 the 1939 decree on the Raskclnikov "case" was 
set aside by decision of the Supreme Court plenum "for the lack of the 
elements of a crime in his actions," and he was restored to the ranks of the 
Communist Party to whose service he had given 30 years of his politically 
conscious life. 


The Last Exploit 


After the quarter of a century of silence and revilement of the name of 
Raskolnikov, we found out that all this was based on malicious fabrications. 
VOPROSY ISTORII KPSS in black and white confirmed that the reputation of the 
hero of October and the civil war remained unsullied and that until the end of 
his days Raskolnikov "remained a Bolshevik, a Leninist, and a citizen of the 
Soviet Union. In exile he did not compromise himself in any way." But then 
in December 1963 we also found out about Raskolnikov's open letter to Stalin 
of 17 August 1939. From that letter it became clear that even in the years of 
Stalin's cult of personality there were healthy forces in the party which did 
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not reconcile themselves to the arbitrary rule and apostasy from the Leninist 
norms of social life which had been raised to the rank of government policy. 
The extermination of the experienced command cadres of the army and navy 
particularly alarmed F.F. Raskolnikov. He warned that it would lead to 
weakening of the Soviet Armed Forces and was fraught with serious consequences 
if there was a war against fascism, and he considered a confrontation with 
Nazi Germany inevitable. 


Appealing to Stalin, Raskolnikov stated for all to hear: 


"Using filthy lies you have staged trials that are more ridiculous than the 
Medieval witch trials familiar to you from your seminary textbooks. 


"You have forced those who go with you to walk, with pain and revulsion, 
through pools of the blood of former comrades and friends. In the living 
history of the party, written under your direction, you have robbed the dead, 
people murdered and disgraced by you, and taken their heroic feats and 
contributions for yourself." 


Only now in interpreting the process of the restructuring of social life are 
we discovering the stagnation and dogmatism in the humanitarian sciences and 
in art. Raskolnikov's letter makes it possible to trace the evolution of 
those phenomena, reveal their sources, and turn attention to the factors which 
determine their vitality, without whose identification they cannot be rooted 
out. Relentless exposure of the evil which had developed, without allowance 
for those "objective" reasons which are often deliberately used to justify it, 
was characteristic of Raskolnikov--and this is the lesson which the Bolshevik 
of Lenin's generation provides for us. 


"Hyprocritically proclaiming the intelligentsia to be the "salt of the earth," 
Raskolnikov wrote, "you deprived the labor of the writer, scientist, and 
painter of the minimum of internal freedom. You gripped art in a vice from 
which it suffocates and dies out. The savageries of censorship intimidated by 
you and the understandable timidity of editors who answered for everything 
with their heads have led to ossification and paralysis of Soviet literature. 
A writer cannot be published, a dramatist cannot put plays on the theater 
stage, a critic cannot express his personal opinion unless it is marked with 
the official stamp. You are strangling Soviet art by demanding that it toady 
to the court, but it prefers to be silent in order not to sing a "hosanna" to 
you. You propagate pseudoart which with boring monotony sings of your 
infamous "genius" which sets the teeth on edge. Untalented hacks extol you as 
a semigod bern of the Moon and the Sun, while you, like an Eastern despot, 
take pieasure in the incense of gross adulation. You relentlessly exterminate 
writers who are talented but whom you personally do not like. Where is Boris 
Pilnyak? Where is Sergey Tretyakov? Where is A. Arosev? Where is Mikhail 
Koltsov? Where is Galina Serebryakova who was guilty of being the wife of 
Sokolnikov? You arrested them, Stalin!" 


Only recently it has become "news" in our press that in the foul years of 
Stalin's arbitrary rule S.P. Korolev, D.S. Likhachev, and other figures of 
culture, science, and technology served time on absurd charges. And 
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therefore the revelations made by Raskolnikov in those times when all this 
happened are truly impressive. 


"You have deprived Soviet scientists," he wrote to the author of the slogan 
"The cadres decide everything," "especially in the field of the humanitarian 
sciences, of the minimum of freedom of scientific thought without which 
creative work becomes impossible. Through intrigues, squabbles, and 
persecution, self-assured ignoramuses do not let the scientists in 
universities, institutes, and laboratories work. You declared to the whole 
worid that academicians Ipatyev and Chichibabin, prominent Russian scientists 
with worldwide reputations, are ‘defectors,’ naively thinking to defame them; 
but you have defamed only yourself, informing the entire country and world 
public opinion of the fact shameful to your regime that the best scientists 
are fleeing from your ‘paradise,’ leaving you your ‘blessings’: an apartment, 
a car, and a ration card for lunches at the Soviet of People's Commissars' 
cafeteria. You have exterminated talented Russian scientists. Where is 
Tupolev, the best designer of Soviet airplanes? You did not even spare hin. 
You arrested Tupolev, Stalin! There is no area and no little corner where a 
person can peacefully engage in favorite work. The theater director, the 
remarkable producer, and prominent artist Vs. Meyerkhold did not engage in 
politics. But you arrested Meyerkhold too, Stalin!" 


Let us recall that Raskolnikov wrote the open letter to Stalin on 17 August 
1939, two weeks before fascist Germany attacked Poland, with which World 
War II began. At that time Stalin was captivated by illusions of the 
possibility of avoiding a military confict with Germany, an illusion which he 
was not free of in 1939, or in 1940 and 1941. 


Raskolnikov sounded the alarm. Even then he considered the situation a 
"menacing hour of military danger, when the spear of fascism is pointed toward 
the Soviet Union." He saw "only preparations for a beachhead for future 
intervention against the USSR" in the military actions which Germany and Japan 
were already waging in Western Europe and China, believing that "the main 
object of German-Japanese aggression is our Motherland." [n the face of the 
increased threat Raskolnikov interpreted with special alarm Stalin's 
undermining of the country's defensive capability through the extermination of 
the most valuable cadres. 


"Knowing that every experienced and sophisticated diplomat is particularly 
valuable with our poverty of cadres," he wrote to Stalin, "you lured to Moscow 
and destroyed almost all the Soviet plenipotentiaries one after another. You 
utterly destroyed the entire apparat of the People's Commissariat of Foreign 
Affairs." 


The situation in the army and navy caused him no less pain: 


"On the eve of war you are destroying the Red Army, the love and pride of the 
country and the bulwark of its might. You have beheaded the Red Army and the 
Red Navy. You have killed the most talented commanders educated in experience 
of world and civil war who transformed the Red Army according to the latest 
work in technology and made it invincible. At the moment of greatest military 
danger, you continue to exterminate the army's leaders, middle-level command 











personnel, and noncommissioned officers. Where is Marshal Blyukher? Where is 
Marshal Yegorov? You arrested them, Stalin. In order to calm agitated minds, 
you deceive the country saying that the Red Army, weakened by arrests and 
executions, has become even stronger. Knowing that the law of military 
science demands unified management from the commander in chief down to the 
platoon commander, you resurrected the institution of political commissars 
which emerged at the dawn of the Red Army, when we did not yet have ourown 
commanders but political control was needed over the military specialists of 
the old army. Not trusting the Red commanders, you introduce a diarchy into 
the army and ruin combat discipline. Under pressure of the Soviet people, you 
hypocritically ressurect the cult of historial Russian heroes Aleksandr 
Nevskiy, Dmitriy Donskoy, and Kutuzov, hoping that in the future war they will 
help you more than the executed marshals and generals. Taking advantage of 
the fact that you trust no one, real Gestapo agents and Japanese intelligence 
successfully catch fish in the troubled waters you have stirred up and 
surreptitiously give you an abundance of false documents which discredit the 
best, most talented, and most honest people. In the putrid atmosphere of 
suspicion and mutual distrust you have created with universal investigation 
and the omnipotence of the People's Commissariat of Internal Affairs, to 
which you gave the Red Army and the entire country to tear to pieces, they 
believe or pretend to believe any ‘intercepted’ document as indisputable 
proof... 


Raskolnikov prefaced this letter with an epigraph--two lines from "Gore ot 
uma" [Woe from Wit]: "The truth I will tell about you is worse than any lie." 
The question may arise: does he not lay it on thick to justify this promise? 
But here before us are estimates made by Lieutenant General A.I. Todorskiy: of 
the 5 marshals Stalin's repression cut down 3 (A.I. Yegorov, 
M.N. Tukhachevskiy, and V.K. Blyukher); of 5 ist-rank army commanders--3; of 
10 2nd-rank army commanders--all; of 57 corps commanders--50; of 186 division 
commanders--154; of 16 1st and 2nd rank army commissars--all; of 28 corps 
commissars--25; of 64 divisional commissars--58; and of 456 colonels--401. 


Concluding the letter Raskolnikov wrote: 


"Your senseless orgy cannot long continue. The list of your crimes is 
endless. The list of your victims is endless and there is no possibility of 
naming them. Sooner or later the Soviet people will put you on the dock as a 
traitor of socialism and the revolution, the main saboteur, a real enemy of 
the people, and the organizer of the famine and trials." 


This hope of the prominent figure of the party and the Soviet State, the 
Leninist revolutionary, was realized. The party condemned Stalin's cult of 
personality, making incidents of his abuse of power publicly known. It 
remained to study the causes and conditions of the emergence of the cult and 
the historical experience of the struggle against it in detail. Raskolnikov's 
letters serve as a valuable source for such research: they show that in the 
ranks of the party of Bolsheviks under Leninist leadership relentless warriors 
who forever remained loyal to the flag of Marxism and were able in emergency 
situations to defend the honor of the party and the purity of the ideals of 
socialism emerged. From the distance of half a century the letters bring to 
us the voice of a courageous Bolshevik-Leninist. 


57 


ee ee eae ee eee 














It was difficult for Raskolnikov to bring himself to openly condemn Stalinisna, 
which he admitted in the letter of 17 August 1939. Nonetheless, he found the 
mental strength to overcome the pain ana danger and tell the truth which few 
could bring themselves to speak. 


Not everyone had sufficient civic courage to break the silence, not only at 
that time but even after Stalin's cult of personality was condemned by the 
party. A sympathetic characterization of Stalin was raised by certain 
scientists into a new unshakeable dogma: despite the harm done by the cult of 
personality to the cause of socialist construction "in certain spheres of the 
life of society," neither he himself nor his consequences "in any way resulted 
from the nature of the socialist order and did not change and could not change 
its character." But it was from this came the doctrine: "it cannot be 
considered theoretically or factually correct when life is portrayed merely 
from the standpoint of the cult cf personality in certain of our scientific or 
artistic publications and the heroic struggle of Soviet people who built 
socialism is thereby pushed into the background," as S.P. Tapeznikov insisted 
in October 1965. And opportunistic "scientific" thought obsequiously 
developed this idea in January 1966: unfortunately, "subjective influences 
alien to Marxim which also found reflection in certain works of historians" 
were reflected in the party and people debunking "this phenomenon which was 
deeply alien to Marxism. The erroneous non-Marxist term the ‘period of the 
cult of personality’ became widespread." 


Of course, the analysis Raskolnikov made of this phenomenon which is really 
deeply alien to Marxism fundamentally disagreed with this type of 
"ideological" propositions. Their propagation and constraint of criticism of 
the phenomenon alien to Marxism is precisely what accounts for the present 
stagnation in the social sciences. The bureaucratic "elite" in science and 
propaganda needless to say relied on official party docurents. But it is 
completely justifiable for the question to arise: "Can the CPSU Central 
Committee decree "On Overcoming the Cult of Personality and Its Consequences" 
be recognized as adequate and exhaustive in contemporary conditions? Does it 
not seem to us that this decree did not reveal the whole essence of this 
phenomenon? And were we not too hasty in proclaiming it to be surmountable?" 
(KOMMUNIST, No 7, 1987, p 120). 


An Afterword to Rehabilitation 


All those who knew Raskolnikov through joint revolutionary, party, and state 
work and historical documents and literature were gratified to receive the 
decision of the supreme state and party organs on his rehabilitation as a 
Soviet citizen and communist. Voyenizdat reprinted his memoirs "Kronshtadt i 
Piter in 1917" |The Kronshtadt and Piter (Petrograd) in 1917] and "Rasskazy 
michmana Ilyina" (Stories of the Midshipman Ilyin] in the form of an anthology 
"Na boyevykh postakh" [At the Battle Posts]. A pioneer detachment in Golyany 
was named Raskolnikov. His widow M.V. Raskolnikov and daughter were invited 
to the USSR and given a cordial welcome at the governing board of the Soviet 
Writers Union by the Military Council of the Navy, the editors of VOYENNO- 
ISTORICHESKIY ZHURNAL and OGONEK, and by Baltic sailors. It was decided to 
move the hero's ashes to the Motherland and rebury them in Kronshtadt. 
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Raskolnikov's daughter, who had graduated from the Sorbonne, was accepted for 
special studies at Moscow University. 


But the atmosphere of universal admiration for the impressive figure of 


'F.F. Raskolnikov, who was returned to the ranks of heroes of October, was 


suddenly poisoned by S.P. Trapeznikov's speech at the conference of social 
science department heads of Moscow VUZes on 5 September 1965. Speaking of the 
"subjectivist attack" on the evaluations of certain persons who in 
reforming processes "at times stood in opposite positions," he said of 
Raskolnikov: 


"In the ideological sense he was always an active Trotskiyite. As the 
plenipotentiary of the Soviet Union, he refused to return to the Motherland 
and committed a grave offense, treason to be exact. He sent the letter which 
justified his refusing to return to the USSR to one of the filthiest organs of 
the White Guards--the Paris journal NOVAYA ROSSIYA, published before the war 
under the editorship of Kerenskiy, not unknown to you, and Milyukov, who 
worked with him--where this letter was widely used for anti-Soviet purposes on 
the eve of the war. After fraternizing with the White Guards and fascist 
scum, this renegade began to spit upon everything that had been achieved and 
affirmed by the sweat and blood of Soviet people, blacken the great flag of 
Leninism, and praise Trotskiyism. Only irresponsible people could consider 
Raskolnikov's desertion and his flight from the Soviet Union a heroic feat." 


The repeated reprisal against Raskolnikov, now undertaken posthumously, should 
have served as an object lesson and edification to everyone who still lived by 
the ideas of restructuring which occurred after the 20th congress and a signal 
to activate those whom the congress "mortally frightened" and in whose 
interests it was, in the words of Professor A.P. Butenko, "to stop the process 
of ridding society of bureaucratism and other negative phenomena." 


But what in fact was the price of the "denunciations" advanced by Trapeznikov? 
It must be said directly that they were calculated on the listeners' lack of 
information. Above all the factual basis of the accusation was wrong. 
Trapeznikov stated that Raskolnikov's letter was printed in the journal NOVAYA 
ROSSIYA. But the letter he is speaking of was printed in POSLEDNIYE NOVOSTI 
rather than NOVAYA ROSSIYA, and Kerensky and Milyukov did not collaborate in 
one organ but had several publications: Kerenskiy published NOVAYA ROSSIYA 
while Milyukov published POSLEDNIYE NOVOSTI. Of course, that is trivial but 
such a champion against the "troubadours of the bourgeoisie" as Trapeznikov 
attempted to show himself should know these "trivialities." But further on it 
is apparent that he confuses Raskolnikov's statement and his letter printed in 
different organs and does not know the circumstances of their publication. 


Raskolnikov did not send the letter to any newspaper but according to the 
procedure which exists in France, he delivered it to the Gavas Agency which 
offered tne information to all the papers on the same conditions, so that 
their publication in NOVAYA ROSSIYA and POSLEDNIYE NOVOSTI did not depend on 
Raskolnikov's choice. Without knowing all this and proceeding only from the 
fact that the letters were printed in these papers, Trapeznikov falsely 
ascribed to Raskolnikov a direct link to the White Guards and obviously to 
intensify emotions even talkei of his link with the "fascist scum." Carried 
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away by his fantastic charges, he considered it possible to endow the old 
communist and comrade-in-arms of Lenin with the shameful name "renegade." 


Was Raskolnikov "always an active Trotskiyite," as Trapeznikov asserted? In 
the letter to Stalin of 17 August 1939 Raskolnikov himself wrote: 


"As you know, I have never been a Trotskiyite. I have ideologically fought 
against all oppositions in the press and at large meetings. Even now I do not 
agree with Trotskiy's political stance nor his program and tactics." 


Is it possible Raskolnikov wrote a lie and this statement of his should not be 
relied upon? But here is evidence reinforced by Stalin's signature--a 
reference inserted in Vol 1 of "Istorii grazhdanskoy voyny v SSSR" [History of 
the Civil War in the USSR] which came out in 1935 and 1936 under the 
editorship of Stalin (as well as S.M. Kirov, A.A. Zhdanov, and others): 


"Raskolnikov, F.F. (born 1892)--Bolshevik, party member since 1910. During 
the war--officer in the navy. After the February Revolution deputy chairman 
of the Kronshtadt Soviet and leader of the Bolshevik organization at 
Kronshtadt. After the October Revolution leader of the Caspian Fleet which 
rid the Caspian Sea of White Guards and Englishmen. Now USSR plenipotentiary 
in Bulgaria." 


There is no mention of any Trotskiyism of Raskolnikov's, although in the 
articles on other persons in this very same index their participation in 
oppositions was always noted. Raskolnikov was even one of the compilers of 
the volume which came out under Stalin's editorship. 


Speaking of this, we do not avoid the fact that during the debate on trade 
unions, as commander of the Baltic Fleet he shared the views of the 
opposition; but he quickly broke with them. And this fact cannot serve even 
slightly as an excuse for a diametrically opposed evaluation of Raskolnikov, 
Since Lenin taught the party not to castigate communists for corrected 
mistakes. "Right before the October Revolution itself in Russia and 
immediately after it,” he wrote, "a number of outstanding communists in Russia 
mude a mistake which we now reluctantly recall. Why reluctantly? Because 
without particular need, it is wrong to recall these mistakes which were 
completely corrected." It was obviously for the same reason there was no need 
to recall the mistakes of F.E. Dzerzhinskiy and M.V. Frunze, committed during 
Lenin's struggle for the Brest Peace. Finally, Trapeznikov could have great 
reason to attribute "Trotskiyism" to Stalin, who on 6 November 1918 gave 
Trotskiy credit for "all the work to organize the (October) insurrection," 
asserting that "the party is obliged above all and in the main to Comrade 
Trotskiy for the garrison quickly crossing to the side of the Soviet and the 
skillful organization of the Military-Revolutionary Committee's work." 


Trapeznikov has no more grounds for the other accusation against Raskolnikov-- 
for "desertion" and "fleeing the Soviet Union"--than the previous ones: these 
charges were made against him in 1939 but were swept aside by our supreme 
party and state organs when the Raskolnikov "case" was reviewed and he was 
rehabilitated. 
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As for enemies using Raskolnikov's letters, they always manipulate documents 
which reveal our sore spots for their own purposes. In the very same way they 
disseminated materials of party congresses and many materials of the press 
which expose the cult of personality, they reprinted them and organs no less 
. Odious than Kerenskiy's and Milyukov's papers commented on them in their own 
way. But today it would not enter anyone's head to draw the conclusion from 
the fact of reprinting that the authors of these materials "fraternized" with 
the White Guards and fascists. 


Lenin was of an altogether different opinion in such cases: "We have 
repeatedly said that all forces of Soviet Power rest on the trust and 
conscientious attitude of the workers... We have in no way closed our eyes to 
the fact that any word which is said here will be misinterpreted and that 
White Guard agents will listen to our admissions, but we say: let them! We 
will derive a great deal more benefit from the straight and candid truth 
because we are certain that if it is a difficult truth, then when it is 
clearly heard, every conscientious representative of the working class and 
every working peasant will derive the only right conclusion from it. 


Slander has hung over the name Raskolnikov for 20 years, since 1965. His name 
was expunged from the texts of scientific research and literary works. How 
can we measure the losses which were inflicted on the indoctrination of Soviet 
people in revolutionary traditions by all this? 


The closer we come to the glorious 70th anniversary of Great October, the more 
sincere enthusiasm the appeal of our party's Central Committee receives: "The 
revolutionary-Leninists and comrades-in-arms of Ilyich who laid the heroic 
traditions of Bolshevism and through all adversity and trials were steadfastly 
loyal tc communist ideals will live in the grateful memory of Soviet people." 
And the name of the hero of the revolution Fedor Fedorovich Raskolnikov will 
not grow dim among these zealots of communisna. 


COPYRIGHT: Izdatelstvo "Pravda", "Ogonek", 1987 
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HISTORY, PHILOSOPHY 


NEW WORKS ON ABKHAZIAN, GEORGIAN HISTORY REVIEWED 


[Editorial Report] Tbilisi KOMUNISTI in Georgian on 27 May 1987 carries on 
page 3 under the title “A Good Addition to History-Party Literature” an 
800-word review, by Professor Doctor of History Elgudzha Kvatadze and 
Professor Gerasime Pirtskhalava, of Professor Doctor of History Damiane 
Gogokhia's work “Soviet Abkhazia Under Conditions of the Perfecting of 
Socialism," published by Sabchota Sakartvelo. The new work resonates to 
discussions concerning historical science at the 27th party congress and 
“fills in gaps in the scientific study of historical processes in the 
building of socialism." 


Although good work had been done, the history of Socialist Abkhazia was not 
adequately studied until now, the reviewers state. Especially needed was a 
good examination of the 1960s and 1970s, which witnessed profound 
quantitative and qualitative changes in Abkhazia's social-economic and 
material-cultural life. This, the new work provides. The author has gone 
beyond historical facts to present his own generalizations and evaluations. 


A major focus is on Abkhazia's industrial development during those decades, 
during which enormous strides were made, and on prospective development. 
Agrarian policy, changes in the working class, and the “nature and 
regulation" of social development are related foci. 


Chapter 3 examines cultural development, with positive emphasis on the rise 
of “the national culture," which is evidenced in higher educetional levels, 
scientific advances, literature and the arts, the establishment of the 
Abkhazian State University, Abkhazian- and Georgian-language theaters, new 
journals, and Abkhazian-language TV. "Peoples' friendship" and “nationality 
relations” are also discussed. 


In Chapter 4, the focus is on the role of political and social 
organizations, efforts against negative phenomena, and so on. A recurring 
theme throughout is the enormous progress made by the Abkhazian people in a 
relatively short time, thanks to the help of “fraternal peoples." 


The reviewers offer a couple of criticisms and suggestions. One, the author 
of the work has omitted discussion of shorcomings in the work of 
professional and Komsomol organizations. Two, a work of this importance 
should also be published in Russian, and the author should take account of 
new guidelines advanced at the January Plenum with regard to historians’ 
tasks in evaluating historical events. 


62 

















KOMUNISTI on 30 May 1987 carries on page 4 an unsigned 1CO0-word item under 
the feature rubric “Book Shelf" noting the publication of Prokopi Ratiani's 
“Studies in Modern Georgian History," published by Metsniereba. The review 
states that it deals with “key issues” particularly concerning Georgia in 
the last half of the 19th century, including national-liberation and 
revolutionary-democratic movements. The work also elucidates Marxist 
revolutionary Al. Tsulukidze's views on a number of social and national 
questions. 
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CULTURE 





OGONEK PUBLISHES PASTERNAK LETTERS 
Moscow OGONEK in Russian No 16, Apr 87 pp 26-28 


[article by Ye. B. Pasternak under the rubric "Heritage": "Zhivym i tolko do 
kontsa" (To the Living and Only to the End])) 


[Text] Boris Pasternak completed his novel "Doctor Zhivago" over 30 years 
ago; there are plans to publish it soon in this country. In this connection 
new interest has arisen concerning the circumstances surrounding work on the 
novel and Pasternak's own situation. 


Pasternak began to write this work, one for which the groundwork had been laid 
by the entire span of his personal and artistic experience, after the victory 
in the Great Patriotic War, at a tige when, as he wrote, "the entire people 
had triumphed, the people with all of its levels, its joys and sorrows, its 
dreams and thoughts. The people triumphed in various ways... A spirit of 
broadness and universality has begun to permeate everyone's affairs. The 
influence of this is also evident in our own modest work." 


It is a well-known fact that the postwar period, contrary to expectations, was 
a time of extreme administrative and ideological strictness. This was also 
reflected in Pasternak's creative biography. A small volume of selected 
poetry printed at the end of 1945 was to be his final work published during 
his lifetime. Pasternak was forced to earn his living by doing translations, 
and that fact extended the time required to write his novel tenfold. 


The first of the letters published here was addressed to Olga Mikhaylovna 
Freydenberg, his cousin. She had survived the siege of Leningrad and was 
alone after the death of her mother. A professor of classical literature and 
department head at Leningrad University, she was producing her best scientific 
studies at the time this letter was written. Her correspondence with 
Pasternak was a source of moral support for both of them in those bitter 
times. 


At the beginning of 1946 Pasternak wrote to her: 


"Olya, Olya, Olya, what does all this mean, when will it end? I have not been 
writing to you because I have had no time. But what drives me is not life or 

















its hardships, but rather less noble and probably gore humorous sotivations. 
Now, at a time when this misunderstanding surrounding me and this scandal have 
taken such deep root, now I really want to become a person! I gost deeply 
hope to rectify and justify all these reservations and imperfections. For the 
first time in my life I would like to write something truly real. Oh, Olya, 
you cannot imagine the overwhelming debt which I owe life, how generous and 
merciful it has been to me. But there is so little time, and so many things 
to be brought together, so much lost time to be sade up for!" 


"You and Shura should live long lives and be together somewhere. I cannot 
even imagine what I could take from myself and send to you so that you would 
not be so lonely! In any event, you should have come to visit us and either 
remained here or else taken with you something which would make your life 
brighter and better, because my life is very easy (jubilantly easy, yet not in 
terms of material possessions) and undeservedly good! Forgive me, perhaps you 
still do not wish to hear about pleasant things and you will be offended, or 
perhaps you will regard this as a wave of blind, offensively sympathetic 
boasting and putting on of airs!! What misfortune! How can I explain all 
this to you and, worse yet, do so hurriedly? I embrace you, embrace you. 
Arrange it, make preparations, so that this coming summer, if it pleases God 
for us to live so long, we can be together." 


"Right now there is no bickering in my life at all, no wounding. I have 
suddenly become terribly free. Around me everything is terribly my own. This 
feeling is especially strong at my dacha in the summertime. The Asmus family 
and Shura and Irina are living with us, and Zenya has visited. He has to make 
a business trip to Leningrad, and he will come by to see you.” 


There followed a postscript by Zinaida Nikolayevna Pasternak, with an 
invitation to visit Peredelkino in the summertime. The letter makes reference 
to Aleksandr Leonidovich Pasternak (Shura), his wife Irina Nikolayevna, the 
family of V. F. Asmus, a professor of the history of philosophy, and eldest 
son Yevgeniy Pasternak. August 1946 is notable for the infamous resolution 
entitled "On the Journals ZVEZDA and LENINGRAD." In her reply 0. Freydenberg, 
describing the state of scientific work at the university, quoted the 
character Treplev from Chekhov's "The Seagull": "You, the followers of 
routine, have come to the fore in art, and you regard only those things which 
you yourselves make as legitimate and authentic; the rest you oppi-ess and 
suffocate!" 


5 October 1946 
"Dear Olyal" 


"How are things going? How is your health? This summer Zina and I had some 
hope, albeit a slight one, that you would come for avisit. There were many 
people here the whole time. Shura and Irina and various other young people, 
but the whole time we saved that room for you, the upstairs room with the 
glass terrace." 


"Forgive me for not writing. Recently I have been working with rare and 
exceptional success, particularly this past spring and summer. I had to write 
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an introduction for a collection of five of sy translations of Shakespeare, 
and I did not think that I would be able to manage it. Suprisingly, I 
succeeded in doing so. In 30 pages I was able to say what I wanted to about 
poetry in general, about Shakespeare's style, about each of the five 
translated plays and concerning several points pertaining to Shakespeare: on 
the status of contemporary education and the authenticity of Shakespeare's 
biography. There is a copy of this article in your ill-fated ZVEZDA and 
LENINGRAD (jn their editorial offices, that is). Sayanov or Likharev has it; 
if you have mutual friends, please get hold of it. I would like for you to 
read it, although I have already made the same request of Akhmatova and Olga 
Berggolts." 


"Since July I have been writing a prose novel entitled "Malchiki i devochki" 
[Boys and Girls], which will in 10 chapters cover the 40-year period between 
1902 and 1946, and with great enthusiasm I have already written one-fourth of 
the part that I have planned out in my mind, or one-fifth of the entire work. 
This is all very serious work. I am already old, perhaps I will die soon, and 
I cannot postpone indefinitely the free expression of my true thoughts. This 
year's work are the first steps in that direction, and they are extraordinary. 
One cannot, at the age of 30, or 40, or 56 continue to live endlessly for the 
Same things one lived for as an 1i%-year-ola boy: passive hallmarks of one's 
talents and a positive attitude by those around one -- and my whole life has 
proceeded according to this forcedly restrained progras." 


"At first all the things ‘currently occurring’ in ay own life did not matter 
to me one bit. I sat at Peredelkino enthusiastically working on the third 
chapter of my epic.” 


"But now gore and more often Zina has begun to return from the city dark, 
unhappy and suffering, seeming to grow older on account of a feeling of 
wounded pride for my sake, and only in this way has the unpleasantness found 
its way to me, through the pain I see inher. For several days at the end of 
September our days and our future (primarily in a material sense) were 
clouded. We moved to the city, uncertain as to what the year would bring in 
that respect. But now I think that everything is going to be fine. I have 
once again fully regained my feeling of happiness and my acute faith in it, a 
feeling which has filled me all this past year. Before I take up my 
interrupted work again (I have decided to return to it today) I wanted, while 
I still have the time, to tell you the news from all of us." 


"This ‘campaign’ is probably affecting you, too, and has intensified the 
unpleasantness around you! How old and stupid and tiresome all this is! Your 
quote of Treplev's exclamation from 'The Seagull’ was very appropriate." 


"A big kiss to you from me. Zina also sends her regards and kisses. At the 
last moment I decided to go ahead and send you my article, the single, semi- 
illegible copy I have left. If the last traces of the letters have not 
completely disappearec by the time you finish reading it, then give it to 
someone else to read." 
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"And here you see myself, Lenya, Zina and the worker woman Olya in various 
poses." (1) 


"Yours, 3." 


"P.S. Write me concerning your health. Do you have my translation of 
*Othello'?* 


13 October 1946 
"Dear Olyal" 


"On the very same day that I wrote to you I fell ill with angina and had to 
stay in bed for several days. Currently I am in a very bad mood, one of those 
zones which have intersected my life for long periods on several occasions, 
but now this is combined with genuine old age and, furthermore, over the past 
five years I have grown so accustomed to health and success that I had begun 
to regard happiness as a natural and constant attribute of existence." 


"In one respect I am attempting to take myself in hand: as regards my work. 
I have already told you that I have begun to write a long prose novel. 
Actually, this is my first real work. In it I would like to present an 
historical depiction of Russia over the past 45 years, examining all the 
aspects of my subject, weighty, sad and well developed, as ideally in the 
works of Dickens and Dostoyevsky. This work will be an expression of my views 
on art, on the Gospel, on man's place in history and on many other things. 
The novel is provisionally entitled 'Malchiki i devochki' (...)" 


"I] did not send the package with photographs, books and other things myself, 
instead I gave it to our postal carrier to send off. So when you receive it 
do not bother with a long answer in reply, but do send a postcard concerning 
your health and how you are getting along." 


"Kisses to you. I am completely unhappy. 
Yours, Borya" 


29 June 1948 


"Dear Olyushka! How bitter it is that ancestral dramas repeat themselves like 
this! Now you are punishing me with your silence, or even with total 
exclusion from your heart, on account of my egoism, because my feelings are 
‘words, words, words,’ ‘literature,’ because if all this were real I would 
prove my love with deeds, not with sighs uttered on paper." 


"] October: My Olyushka, that was the beginning of my spring letter to you, 
which was interrupted at that pcint by the realization that it would probably 
be futile, as well as by a re4cubling of my endless hurrying. Then I was 
detained alone in the city (Zina was already staying at the dacha), just as 
now I find myself stuck, for the same reason, alone in this huge, cold dacha. 
At that time I was completing up the first book of my prose novel, while at 
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the same time going over my seven translations of Shakespearean dramas time 
and again after receiving them from various publishing houses, trying to 
comply with the contradictory wishes of the innumerable editors there." 


"And now I am translating the first part of Goethe's 'Faust' in the same mad 
haste, hoping by this race to earn the ability and right to continue and 
perhaps complete my novel this winter, a completely unselfish and unprofitable 
undertaking, in light of the fact that it is not suitable for publication, 
given the current state of the press. And even more importantly, I am not 
writing it at all as a work of art, although it is in a large sense more 
belles lettres than what I have done before. But I do not know whether there 
is any art left in the world, or what it means anymore. There are people who 
love me a great deal (they are very few), and my heart acknowledges its debt 
to those people. It is for them that I am writing this novel, I am writing it 
as one big, long letter to them, in two books. I am glad that I have 
completed the first one. Would you like for me to send you a copy of the 
manuscript for two weeks or a month? However, it will be difficult for you to 
read its (for the purpose of a more graphic and striking delineation of the 
essence of Christianity) grossly caricatured and simplified formulations from 
antiquity." 


"Be kind and forgive me if I am in any way guilty before you, and write me 
about yourself, or ask someone else to, perhaps Mashura. (2) I love her just 
as much as I do you, and the fact that I write to you and not to her means 
nothing, just as in general nothing real or reasonable results from the 
Giverse aspects and quirks of my behavior. Let someone inform me about you, 
whether you are still alive, about the state of your health, and whether you 
need money or not. Year after year I work like a convict and always I feel 
like crying with pity for everyone: Zina, you, Lenichka, several of your 
namesakes and som: who are not; it literally seems that everyone around me is 
unfortunate and that I alone allow myself to be happy, and that means that in 
a way all the aforementioned are around my neck. And indeed I am madly, 
indescribably happy with the open, broad freedom of my relations with life, 
the way I should be, or perhaps the way I should have been at the age of 18 or 
20. But at that time I was bound, at that time I was still not yet equal in 
some important way to everything on earth, and I did not know the language of 
life, the language of heaven and the language of the earth so well as I know 
them now." 


"We are all alive and well, Zhenya and Zhenechka, (3) and Shura's family; 
everything is fine here." 


"Please deign to write me even a line or two (do not waste your time, you do 
not need to write much). For some reason I am gripped with a strange alarm 
for your sake, I want something which will remove my uncertainty (are you at 
the university?) and I fear it in advance." 


"Yours, Boris" 
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30 November 1948 


"My dear Olyushka!" 


"Wnat a surprise that you wrote to me! Your letter is a thousand times better 
and greater than my manuscript. So you did receive it?! It is not the fear 
of death, but rather a conscsiousness of the futility of the best intentions 
and achievements, and of the best guarantees, and the resultant desire to 
avoid naivete and follow the right path, so that if something must be lost, 
then what perishes will be free from error, so that it will not perish through 
one's own fault. Do not puzzle over these words. If they are 
incomprehensible, then that is only for the best." 


"You often talk about blood and about family. Imagine that these are only the 
proscenium in the visible, only the place of greatest concentration of the 
whole drama, and basically very homogeneous. My greatest shock was papa, (4) 
his brilliance, his fantastic mastery of form, his eyes, unlike those of 
almost all his contemporaries, the ease of his craft, his ability to playfully 
churn out several works a day and the inapproriate minuteness of his 
recognition; then suddenly it (this shock) was repeated at the fate of 
Tsvetayeva, who was extraordinarily talented, bold and well-educated, who 
lived through all the peripeties of our "epic," who was near and dear to me 
and came from a great distance merely to hang herself at the beginning of the 
war in complete anonymity in some god-forsaken place." 


"Often life all around me has been revolutionizing, exasperatingly murky and 
unjust; this has made me into a sort of avenger of it or a defender of its 
honor, fighting sincerely and astutely, and this has won me a name and made me 
happy, although basically I only suffered for them, atoned for them." 


"Thus Rilke died several months after I corresponded with him, thus I lost my 
Georgian friends. (5) and, somewhat in the same vein, you, our return from 
Merrekyul in the summer of 1910 (Vruda, Pudost, Tikopis (6), and something in 
your life which stands as eternal evidence to me. And I am guilty before 
everyone. But what can I do? Thus, this novel is part of my debt, proof that 
at least I tried." 


"Forgive me for hurriedly heaping so much foolishness upon you, but this only 
an approximation of the reality. Actually I should have begun another letter 
on account of that, torn this one up, but when would I write another letter?" 


"I am amazed at how accurate is your understanding, how instantaneous, growing 
along with me, confidently getting things done; only Marina Tsvetayeva 
understood like that, and on rare occasions, with the violations of reality 
and meaning which were characteristic of him, so did Mayakovskiy -- it is 
actually surprising that I would mention hin." 


"You may let anyone you like read the manuscript. When you no longer have 
need of it, then send it just the way you proposed. Thank you for reading it 
despite the fact that you are so busy. Under such conditions you have a right 
to consider a manuscript intrusive and superfluous and want nothing to do with 
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it, even if it glowed in the dark and emitted thermal radiation. Currently I 
am working on ‘Faust’ under the same circumstances and with the same 
sentiments." 


"I wish you all the best. I send you a big hug and a kiss. I will always 
remember your amazing theory of comparison, IT IS ONE OF THOSE THINGS." 


"Take care." 


"Your Boris" 


During these years he worked out a special system in which major translations 
alternated with self-sacrificial work on the novel. 


In October 1952 Pasternak suffered a serious myocardial infarction. After tu 
months in the hospital he was sent to a sanitorium at Bolshevo. There he 
received a letter from his old friend V. F. Asmus, and on 3 March 1953 he 
wrote this reply: 


"Dear Valentin Ferdinandovich!" 


"I cannot tell you how you touched me and how I was filled to overflowing with 
pride, so deeply, directly and powewfully did several things in your letter to 
me touch me, taking them, so to speak, at their actual scale. I amin your 
inestimable debt. How can I repay you, and how should I reply to you?" 


"Before my departure I finished reading your ‘Ancient Greek Philosophy’. I 
have never in my life read anything more revealing, understandable, broad and 
exhaustive on Plato. Yours is an enviable and unprecedented success. 
Usually, either for the sake of tangibility and comprehensibility 
(reproduction of thought) he is modernized, as done by Natorp and some of the 
latest historians of philsophy; or else he is presented as a romance of 
concepts, entertaining, yet in which any logical though is difficult to trace, 
like in the disassociated ligature of a fairy tale. In your work the 
teleological idea of the whole was with such timeliness, so succinctly and 
graphically and with such art presented as a preface to the consideration of 
the parts that everything was explained. I will reread those pages again upon 
my return to Moscow." 


"The process of revealing the ixpetuous and the natural of this most complex, 
bold and systematic thought in all history and philosophy as outlined by you 
gave me acute and clearly-remembered pleasure." 


"I am better now. I have begun to work on the conclusion of ‘Doctor 
Zhivago’." 


"When I came here I remembered that I spent a month here one summer 35 years 
ago, and that one winter, either before the Great Patriotic War or during it, 
you and Irina Sergeyevna were both here. (7) She wrote a remarkable 
description of the feeling of fresh air on the way from your building to the 
dining hall or on walks. She said that she placed his simple staff on the 
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porch behind the door, where it constantly remained, awaiting the next walk." 
"They have put us in that same second building where I stayed before, almost 
in the same room. From my window I can see a little snow-covered house with a 
Single window, out of which Zinaida Vladimirovna Kurvits would appear back 
then, dressed in a white smock, a cigarette between her fingers. I would like 
to write her from here." 


"At that time I was 18 years younger, Mayakovskiy had not yet been deified, 
they were making a fuss over me and sending me abroad, there was no 
foolishness or irritations about what I said or wrote or about what would be 
pubiished, and I truly had no illness whatsoever, but then I was irreparably 
unhappy and was dying like some cursed evil spirit in a fairy tale. I wanted 
to make, with pure means and in a genuine way, to the glory of the 
surroundings which abetted me, something which could be realized only through 
a forgery. The task was impossible, it was the squaring of a circle; I 
puzzled over the insoluble nature of my intention, an intention which cast a 
shadow over all my horizons and barred all paths, and I was going out of my 
mind and perishing. It is amazing that I survived; I should have died then, 
like Adik*'. (8) 


"And now I have heart disease, this time not imaginary, I've been left in the 
dust, no longer honored, all the signs have changed, all the plusses have 
become minuses, but I am happy and free, healthy, cheerful and buoyant, and 
with complete ease I sit down to work on my Zhivago, which no one needs and 
which is inseparable from me, in front of the same window which 18 years ago 
was a dead end for me and where at that time I was unable to do anything and 
did not know what to do.” 


"I wanted to tell you all this in conversation. But you know how the 
telephones are here. Always people waiting in line. And with people 
listening it would sound comical and odd to delve into such subjects. That is 
why I am writing to you. My cordial regards to Ariadna Borisovna.(9) I send 
you a kiss." 


"Yours, B. P." 


The novel was completed during the winter of 1955-56. That was a time of 
universal renewal and hope, and things which it would previously have been 
unimaginable to see in print were becoming reality before one's very eyes. 
The manuscript of the novel was sent to the editors of NOVIY MIR, to whonr 
Pasternak had long-standing contractual obligaticns. It was proposed by the 
book be published by Goslitizdat Publishers. But these plans were postponed 
and later cancelled as a result of the fact that a number of influential 
literary figures opposed publication, this opposition being expressed in the 
subsequently released "Letter from the Members of the NOVIY MIR Editorial 
Board.” At that time tne novel was published in Italy. These events were the 
subject of discussion by the board of the Writers Union and of talk in 
literary circles. The original and talented poet Yelena Aleksandrovna 
Blaginina sent Pasternak a letter expressing her support and sympathy. He 
gratefully wrote this reply: 
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16 December 1957 


"Dear Yelena Aleksandrovna, how touched I was by your words, your concern and 
your anxiety! I was ill in the spring and summer, long and seriously ill, and 
I was in the hospital for a long time, but since then, thank God, I have felt 
very well." 


"I have had some unpleasantness, and a certain amount of moral pressure was 
exerted on me, pressure which was repulsive in its duplicity -- in part I was 
forced to yieid to it. I had to participate in an attempt to halt the 
publication of my novel at a tremendous distance, in a form which was so 
unlikely that this attempt was doomed to failure from the start." 


"They tell me that my novel has been published in Italian and that it will 
soon be published in English, then in Swedish, Norwegian, French and German, 
all within the span of one year." 


"I do not know whether you are aware that approximately one year ago 
Goslitizdat contracted with me to publish the book, and if it had indeed been 
published in an abridged and censored form half of this displeasure and 
awkwardness would not have existed. But even now, at a time when exaggeration 
of the significance of the scandal which has arisen is contributing to 
controversy on this point in various parts of the world, even now publication 
of the novel in an evidently censored form would help to calm and allay the 
whole business. Thus, prior to the revolution Tolstoy's "Resurrection," as 
well as many other books, appeared in two markedly different versions, one in 
this country and the other abroad, and no one was afraid or ashamed of this, 
and everyone slept soundly, and buildings did not totter and fall. I am 
constantly promoting and proposing this alternative, but what I say has not 
penetrated anyone's consciousness. Finally, it is not yet too late for 
another approach, and I am also constantly trying to draw attention to it. In 
each of the countries where the novel is to be published there are 
revolutionary copmunist writers, such as Aragon, (Bekher) and others. Now it 
is their task to read an ideologically alien novel when it appears in their 
countries and critically dethrone and defuse it by examining it and 
demonstrating the poverty of its ideas and its artistic worthlessness. For 
these are people who are by no means incompetent or irresponsible, and it 
seems to me that they would be capable of handling this task. But no one will 
even listen to this reasonable idea, either." (10) 


"I do not know what awaits me -- probably from time to time successive 
unexpected events will in one form or another affect me, but no matter how 
many of them there are, and no matter how difficult or even terrible they may 
be, they will never outweigh the joy which my forced duplicity will never 
conceal, what by the blind chance of fate I have had the fortune to express 
completely, that very thing which we have grown accustomed to sacrificing and 
which is the very best in us; in my case the artist was not erased and 
trampled." 


"I kiss your hand, you are dear and kind; I thank you." 


"Yours, B. P.* 
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Yelena Aleksandrovna Blaginina sent Pasternak greetings on New Year's Day, 
1959, at a difficult time in his life, as well as one year later, on the 
occasion of his 70th birthday. On 24 February 1960, three months before his 
death, he repliea to her: 


"My dear little soul Yelena Aleksandrovna, can it be that I did not write you 
at the time? I was so convinced of the contrary (that is to say the desire to 
thank you was so palpably and firmly anchored in me) that, upon opening your 
greetings today, I expected to see mention of this, it turns out, imaginary 
yet assumed letter, which has remained a trace of something truly past." 


"You are right to love me: that is merely a natural expression of mutuality. 
You know what an incomparable delight I find you." 


"I do indeed seem to have written 'Melo, melo po vsey zemle' in 1946. But in 
any event no later than 1947." 


"Well, what can I tell you? If ell this (as far as we are concerned) ends 
well for me, then that would be fabulous. I would not be prepared for such a 
wonder. But I will cope with it as well as I am able." 


"I thank you for your permission to embrace you and gratefully make use of 
it." 


: "Yours, B. Pasternak" 
FOOTNOTES 


1. rhotographs of Pasternak, his wife and his son Lenya were sent with this 
letter. 


2. MM. A. Markova -- Pasternak's maternal cousin 

3. Ye. V. Pasternak -- Pasternak's first wife 

4. Artist L. 0. Pasternak 

5. Titsiana Tabidze and Paolo Yashvili 7 


6. The names of stations on the Baltic Railway became symbols of youthful 
romance in the correspondence between Pasternak and Freydenberg. 


7. Asmus' first wife 

8. Adrian Neygauz, Z. N. Pasternak's son, died in 1945. 

9. Asmus' wife 

10. Despite B. Pasternak's fears, no prominent member of the Western 
intelligentsia took part in the campaign of slander against his novel. 


On the contrary, they repeatedly expressed their support for the poet and 
helped popularize hin. 
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RESTRUCTURING OF GEORGIAN FILM INDUSTRY EXAMINED 


{Editorial Report] Tbilisi SABCHOTA KHELOVNEBA [Soviet Art] in Georgian 

No 5, May 1987 carries on pages 27-29 under the title "A Concern of Each and 
Every One" a 1,700-word article by Eldar Shengelaia, first secretary of the 
board of the Georgian Cinematographers Union, concerning the restructuring 
of the republic ("national") film industries in general and the Georgian 
film industry [kinematografiya] in particular, in light of discussions at 
the January Plenum of the All-Union Cinematographers Union. He sketches the 
substance of many of the issues debated at a meeting of representatives of 
the republic film studios, who were especially concerned about the fate of 
these studios during the transition from state support to full 
cost-accounting [khozraschet], and who also made strong recommendations 
designed to boost the excessively low nationwide distribution [prokat] of 
films made by republic studios. 


In regard to this latter topic, and also the related fact that the national 
studios lag far behind the “Central studios” in terms of material-technical 
base, Shengelaia states that it is the fault of “departmental leadership's 
neglect of and unkindly attitude toward" the republic film industries; he 
would in fact, go so far as to call it “discriminatory.” While the republic 
film industries make up 52 percent of the Soviet film industry, their 
products get only 8 percent of total nationwide screen time, a statistic 
which Prokat [the distribution arm of USSR Goskino] “explains” with the 
false claim that the films “do not attract viewers." The republic film 
makers’ group at the Plenum, in addition to calling for more equitable 
allocation of “orders,” also decided on such “incentive” measures as using 
their own funds to get Prokat “more interested" in showing their films. 
“Whereas Prokat gets, for example, 2 kopeks from every film made by the central 
studio, the republic studio will pay Prokat 3 kopeks." [as published} 


The republic film studios were especially agitated by the prospect of losing 
guaranteed financing during the transition to full khozraschet, and 
recommended their own procedures to ease that transition. 


On the subject of the all-union and republic state committees for 
cinematography, Shengelaia states that while some such republic bodies have 
exercised virtual censorship authority and thwarted many a worthy effort, 
the Georgian committee has been more encouraging of creativity. 
Nevertheless, the Georgian committee's role and functions will be more 
clearly defined from now on, and the Georgian studio will have greater 
creative independence. Finally, it was suggested that the government 
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promote the creation of joint Soviet-foreign enterprises to produce film and 
film making equipment, products which have been in chronically short supply. 


ARCHEOLOGY WORK CONTINUES IN CAUCASUS MOUNTAIN RAILROAD ZONE 


[Editorial Report] Tbilisi KOMUNISTI in Georgian on 15 May 1987 carries on 
page 4 under the title “Aragvi Valley's Past" a 600-word article by 

B. Dzhorbenadze, a senior scientific associate in the Archeology Research 
Center and deputy leader of the Eastern Georgian Highlands Archeology 
Expedition, concerning archeology work that has been going on since 1971 in 
the Aragvi River Valley [thorugh which part of the projected Caucasus Mountain 
Railroad is to run]. The work has unearthed priceless treasures and 
archeological monuments of various historical epochs, analysis of which has 
enriched Georgians’ and the world's knowledge of their past. Many 
architectural monuments have been or are being restored. Treasures and 
artifacts taken from sites in, for example, what became the Zhinvali 
Reservoir [above Tbilisi] have bewn exhibited widely. Publications on the 
work are in demand all over the world. The expedition of which the author 
is a part has worked specifically on locating [fiksatsiya] archeological and 
architectural monuments in the Caucasus Mountain Railroad project zone. 


MAKER OF ‘REPENTANCE’ WORKING ON NEW GEORGIAN FILM 


[Editorial Report] Tbilisi KOMUNISTI in Georgian on 29 May 1987 carries on 
page 4 a 300-word KOMUNISTI report, titled “Recognition,” of a press 
conference held in the studios of Gruziya-Film by Tengiz Abuladze, the maker 
of “Repentance,” and his associates, who recently returned in triumph from 
the Cannes Festival. “Repentance” itself walked away with an unprecedented 
three prizes, while young director Nana Dzhordzhadze won the “best debut" 
prize for her “Robinsoniada, Or, My English Grandfather." The rights to 
“Repentance” have been bought by 19 countries, and earnings are already more 
than 10 million dollars. Avtandil Makharadze, who played two of the main 
roles in “Repentance,” was signed on the spot in Cannes to play the main 
role in a forthcoming French-Yugoslav film. 


Tengiz Abuladze now plans to make a new film, “an ultramodern one," based on 
themes in the writings of [19th century literatus and statesmen] Ilia 
Chavchavadze. -Nena Dehanelidre, who was one of the writers on “Repentance,” 
will also co-author the ew one. 


WORKS OF EXILED GEORGIAN WRITER EXTOLLED; PUBLICATION URGED 


[Editorial Report] Tbilisi LITERATURULI SAKARTVELO in Georgian No 22, 29 May 
1987 carries on pages 5-6 under the rubric “Names Returned" Koba 
Imedashvili's 3,300-word article, titled ""I Ask No More of Georgia,'” 
extolling the works of Grigol Robakidze and urging their publication. 
Robakidze “died tragically, all alone,” in Geneva in 1962, still longing for 
his lost Georgia, while obituaries of him in the Western press at the time 
called him “a classic of world literature." No details are given as to the 
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date or cause of his exile, but two of his most acclaimed works, the play 
“Lamara"” (praised by Stalin) and the major novel “Snake's Shirt,” came out 
in 1926. 


Robakidze became a published author very early in the 20th century, studied 
philosophy and law in Russia and Germany, and mastered several ianguages. 
Moreover, he was an active public figure and advocated the preservation of 
priceless church frescoes. His works ranged over all genres and embodied 
several key themes and motifs. In particular, he was concerned lest the 
Georgian ethnos die out; he was passionately devoted to his native land; he 
called for friendship and mutual respect among “peoples and races"; and he 
fervently hymned Lenin and the revolution. These themes are illustrated by 
several paraphrases and brief excerpts from “Snake's Shirt." Lenin's 
forceful personality and clarion speeches in Paris in 1908, for example, are 
vibrantly described (Robakidze was there). 


The 1926 edition of "Snake's Shirt" included a listing of Robakidze's major 
works up to then, and the author of this article urges that all of them be 
published “under today's conditions of openness and restructuring, new 
thinking.” Not only is "Snake's Shirt" still valid today--"of documentary 
value even"--but it will give us a new understanding of our history, and 
help us see it “in a different way." It is time to “call by their right 
names” the works and deeds of Georgians who, at home or in exile, devoted 
their lives to Georgia. 


6854 
cso: 1813/415 
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STUDIES ON NATIONALITIES RELATIONS FAULTED 
Moscow VOPROSY ISTORII KPSS in Russian No 5, May 87 pp 47-64 


[Article by V. I. Glotov and L. V. Yakusheva, candidates of historical 
sciences: "Nationalities Relations in the USSR: Some Research Questions"; 
passages in all capitals published in boldface] 


[Text] Realization of the CPSU's strategic course toward acceleration of our 
country's social and economic development requires thorough scientific 
interpretation of current reality in all its diversity and complexity. The 
27th Party Congress posed the task of harnessing "the tremendous transforming 
power of Marxist-Leninist ideology... to accelerate our country's social and 
economic development, activate the human factor and overcome the inertia of 
outdated approaches."(1) 


This also applies to social scientists’ tasks in the study of questions 
pertaining to nationalities relations and the CPSU's nationalities policy. 
The Leninist party's experience in resolving the nationalities question, in 
forming new relations between ethnic groups and nationalities, in providing 
broad opportunities for the social, cultural and ethnic development of each 
people under socialist conditions, in creating a situation in which, as V. I. 
Lenin envisioned, "the legitimate needs and progressive desires of the working 
masses of ALL nationalities will for the f_rst time be satisfied in 
internationalist unity,"(2) this experience has revealed the internationalist 
nature of socialism. On the eve of the 70th anniversary of the Great October 
Socialist Revolution it should once again be noted that it was in our country 
where for the first time in the history of human civilization internationalist 
unity of peoples became one of the basic factors in social progress. 


But there is another fact which is also indisputable. Every new stage on the 
path of development of socialist society and the realities of our times 
require constant creative interpretation of the processes which are occurring 
in relations between nations and nationalities, as well as rejection, where 
necessary, of stereotypes in evaluations and practical actions, sober analysis 
of mutually interwoven tendencies and contradictions and a search for optimal 
means of resolving those problems which arise. 


Social scientists are devoting a great deal of attention to questions of how 
to improve nationalities relations. Statements in party documents concerning 
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the Soviet people as an historically new social and international community of 
people, demonstration of the interconnection and interdependence of the 
flourishing and convergence of socialist nations and nationalities, the 
description of our country's unified economic complex, its significance for 
the USSR as a whole and for each of its component union republics, evaluation 
of the role of the Soviet multiethnic state in ensuring harmonious relations 
between the peoples of our country at the present stage and over the long 
term, and analysis of a number of questions concerning mutual spiritual 
enrichment of peoples have all served to increase researchers’ interest in 
exploring these problems. A large number of monographs, pamphlets and 
articles on such issues were published during the 1970's.(3) Works on 
questions pertaining to nationalities relations and the CPSU's nationalities 
policy have been published in all the union republics and in msany autonomous 
republics and autonomous oblasts.(4) 


The literature published on this subject during those years has already been 
the subject of historiographic analysis to a certain extent.(5) Although 
these works were by no means consistent in terms of their ideological, 
theoretical and scientific level, degree of innovation and depth of analysis, 
they did pose a number of timely questions and helped blaze the way for 
further investigation of specific questions pertaining to nationalities 
relations in the USSR. However, the tendency, already observable in those 
years, to limit this work to mere statement of our achievements and to avoid 
unresolved problems and growing difficulties could not fail to have an effect 
on the level of generalizations made and on the degree of completeness of the 
conclusions arrived at. All this led to sketchiness in the presentation of 
material, to alienation of researchers from real tasks posed by actual 
experience and to excessive focusing of effort on debate revolving around 
various definitions, completely removed from practical applications.(6) 


Have successful efforts been made subsequently to eliminate these 
shortcomings? Have social scientists been able to provide party organizations 
with scientifically-based conclusions and needed recommendations concerning 
ways to improve nationalities relations in the USSR? In the materials of the 
January (1987) CPSU Central Committee Plenum the status of investigation of 
these problems was characterized thus: *...In lieu of objective research on 
actual phenomena in the realm of nationalities relations, analysis of actual 
socioeconomic and intellectual processes -- processes which are by their 
nature very complex and contradictory -- some of our social scientists have 
long preferred to produce treatises of a "congratulatory" nature which are at 
times more reminiscent of laudatory toasts than of serious scientific 
research."(7) In view of this just criticism there is a need to take a more 
detailed look at the state of investigation into several questions pertaining 
to the CPSU's nationalities policy and nationalities relations in the USSR 
over the past decades. 


During the 1980's there have appeared a large number of works on ways to 
improve nationalities relations in our country under present-day conditions. 
Among them are quite a few party historical studies.(8) Many were written on 
the basis of local or regional materials.(9) A number of works explore 
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various aspects of work by party organizations to implement the CPSU's 
nationalities policy and internationalist education of workers.(10) 


A large portion of the literature on these topics consists of documents from 
scientific conferences or collections of articles prepared on the basis of 
such conferences.(11) 


We must take special note of a number of studies devoted to criticism of 
various types of distortion of nationalities relations in the USSR.(12) We 
regard researchers’ growing interest in this aspect of the nationalities 
question as a positive tendency. Such criticism has become less monotonous 
and more professional. However, the task of putting it on the offensive has 
yet to be resolved. 


In studying specific aspects of nationalities relations in the USSR, 
researchers have thoroughly explored many questions pertaining to analysis of 
the development of the Soviet multiethnic state, implementation of the CPSU's 
nationalities policy and the formation of new relationships between nations 
and nationalities. Questions of the origin and development of a new 
historical community of people -- the Soviet people -- occupy one of the 
central places in such study. Chapters and sections in basic works(13) and 
monographs(14) and a large number of articles have been devoted to these 
problems. Scientists’ attention to this range of questions is a result of the 
fact that the origin and development of this social unit represents not only 
the general result of our country's preceding socioeconomic and political 
development, but also a precondition for further progress by Soviet society. 


However, in the overwhelming majority of publications which have appeared 
recently this topic has not been explored in its serious research aspect, but 
rather through repetition and continuation of the views and positions which 
were characteristic of literature on this subject during the 1970's. The 
authors of many studies underestimate the dynamism which is inherent in the 
development of the Soviet people. And it is particularly alarming that, along 
with correct theses which could serve as the basis for further exploration of 
this problem, the literature often reproduces methodologically incorrect 
ideas. 


In particular this occurs in researchers’ characterization of the issue of the 
relationship between social-class and ethnic factors in the origin and 
development of this new historical community. A reliable methodological 
guidepost for a scientificaily-based approach to the essence of this problem 
is provided by the following directive by Lenin: "In any truly serious and 
profound matter grouping should be on the basis of classes, not nations."(15) 
In the new redaction of the CPSU Program and in other party documents 
descriptions of the Soviet people as a new social and international community 
of people do precisely this and give priority to its social foundations. 
Today solutions to fundamental questions of our country's socioeconomic and 
political affairs in the course of implementation of the course toward 
acceleration which has been set by the party is a priority condition, one 
which will ensure the progressive development of all of Soviet society and, 
consequently, of each class or social group, every nation and nationality. 
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Therefore, while supporting the position of those researchers who emphasize 
social and class factors in their treatment of this question,(16) we would 
like to note the weakness of the viewpoint of those authors who assign these 
factors a place of secondary importance. 


Thus, in one article the Soviet people is defined as "a new national and 
international community" which “has formed from Soviet nations and 
nationalities."(17) This definition completely ignores the uniqueness and the 
new, more progressive nature of the Soviet people as compared to all the human 
comgsunities known in history prior to it, ignores -- and this is crucial -- 
its social and class foundations. We could cite a number of similar 
statements found both in scientific works and in instructional and 
methodological literaure for students at VUZs, lecturers and propagandists. 


Yet the Soviet people is the first unit of human beings in history in which 
we, despite all its structural complexity (the presence of classes, social 
groups, nations and nationalities) we observe neither weakness nor division, 
but rather a fundamentally new quality born of socialism: indestructible 
social, class, ideclogical, political and international unity. *...This is a 
completely unique phenomenon, our Soviet Union," said M. S. Gorbachev. "We 
are all joined by unbreakable bonds."(18) 


It is the uniqueness of this new historical community which dictates the need 
for social scientists to clarify the mechanism of interaction between classes 
and social groups, nations and nationalities. At the theoretical/formulative 
leve!) some of these questions have been touched on in the literature. For 
example, the delineation of the levels of interaction between national and 
international processes as contained in the literature is noteworthy. This 
makes reference to: the interrelations of nations, nationalities, ethnic 
groups at the level of the entire country, individual republics, etc.; 
interpersonal relationships both within labor and academic collectives in a 
Single republic and between the workers of various republics; the embodiment 
of the national and the international in individuals and the reflection 
thereby of the level of internationalist maturity of the entire new historical 
community.(19) However, exploration of these questions has gone no further 
thaa this.(20) Indeed, it would hardly have been possible to reflect in 
practice the actual status of interaction between national and international 
processes without studying the decisive influence of social and class factors 
on that intersctiocn. 


Also inadequately reflected in the literature are many questions connected 
with analysis of the influence of changes in the social and class structure of 
society on the formation of the makeup of socialist nations and nationalities 
and on the nature of relationships between them. Indeed, in studies on 
problems of social and class relationships and the CPSU's social policy ethnic 
aspects have been very poorly reflected. This sort of disarray in studies has 
had a negative effect on their content and depth. Among the problems 
requiring further study is party guidance in the training of national cadres 
of the working class, including training with consideration of the working 
Class' sectorial and vocational structure,(21) and questions regarding the 
reciprocal effect of nationalities relations and the CPSU's nationalities 
policy on the development of relations between classes and social groups. But 
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researchers often prefer to avoid the essence of these and many other 
problems, instead substituting speculative musings and the invention of 
definitions which vield little in scientific and practical terms, offering 
them in the lieu of anelysis.(22) 


Another question requiring greater attention by scientists is that of the 
origin and development of socialist communities as a conformance to law under 
sccialism. This question is of interest in the context of theoretical 
interpretation of the historical experience of the CPSU and the Soviet State 
and of analysis of the general and the particular in that experience. A 
number of authors, on the basis of analysis of the origin and development of 
this new historical community, the Soviet people, have correctly introduced 
the following terms into scientific currency: "tne people as a new historical 
community,” "a sccialist people" and "a people of the socialist type."(23) 
Also of interest is the viewpoint of F. Ya. Gorovskiy, who writes that "'the 
people’ as a community must not necessarily be ethnically heterogeneous"(24) 
This is the conclusion which logically follows from acknowledgement of the 
definitive significance of social and class factors in the formation of a 
people of the socialist type. 


Also requiring more thorough study are problems involved in description of 
tendencies in the development of nationalities relations under socialism and 
analysis of their interaction. In this area as well we find imprecise 
interpretations. Among these is the proposition that "the dialectic of the 
correlation betwen tendencies toward flourishing of nations and nationalities 
and their cvnvergence is such that the tendency toward the convergence of 
nations will prevail over the long term"(25) Its leading role has been 
acknowledged by the majority of authors, but it should be taken into account 
that both tendencies have long-range prospects. The ability to see ~:d 
analyze the content of each of them, their correlation and their interaction 
is an indispensable condition of practical implementation of the CPSU's 
nationalities policy and correct combination of the national and the 
international. 


However, in descriptions of the actual nature of tendencies in the development 
of nations and nationalities relations under socialism we encounter unclear 
and quite often one-sided interpretations. Thus, for example, frequently 
authors use the terms "flourishing of nations" and “development of nations" as 
synonyms.(26) But thereby they unintentionally lose sight of the fact that 
the convergence of nations is also an important aspect in the development of 
each of them. In some works we find description of the flourishing of nations 
without proper consideration being given to its international significance, as 
is the case, for example, in a work by M. M. Suzhikov asserting that "the 
development of nations and nationalities (judging by the context, here as well 
the terms "development" and "flourishing" are used synonymously -- authors’ 
note) assumes further strengthening of their economic base, development of the 
national culture, national language, etc."(27) This does not cover everything 
which is involved in the concept of "flcurishing of nations" or, incidentally, 
in the concept of “development of nations" either. 


The most complete description is of flourishing of nations was proposed in an 
article by B. B. Zadarnoyskiy: "%...I[t is not merely a new and higher level of 
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{a nation's] economy, culture. welfare and spiritual life, but also a DEGREE 
OF ACQUAINTANCE with the achicsvements and progressive traditions of other 
peoples, as well as an ability.to enrich international wealth and experience 
with one's own national contribution, which achieves universal recognition on 
the basis of its economic, scientific or cultural significance fcr other 
nationalities."(28) 


His description of the convergence of nations also seems to us to be correct; 
he regards this as "first and foremost the acquisition of qualitatively new 
GENERAL TRAITS in the economic, sociocultural and domestic spheres and 
AFFIRMATION OF A CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE INTERNATIONALIST UNITY AND BROTHERHOOD 
OF SOVIET PEOPLE."(29) 


The literature continues to present attempts to prove that supposedly the 
process of blending of nations is already occurring today. Thus, for example, 
in his book "Marksistsko-leninskaya teoriya natsii i sovremennost" [The 
Marxist-Leninist Theory of Nations and the Present Duy] S. T. Kaitakhchyan 
repeats a thesis propounded by him previously, one which has already been 
subject to criticism, i.e. that "under socialism there is occurring a 
unification and blending of nations in the realm of economics, politics and 
ideology, and they are also converging in the realm of culture, domestic life, 
traditions and character traits."(30) 


In debate on the question of blending of nations those debating base their 
arguments, as a rule, on the same statements from the classic works of 
Marxism-Leninism, statements often quoted out of context. But it is not the 
task of the scientist to make his conclusion conform to various quotes from 
the classics. On the contrary, a quote may serve, as applied to research on 
contemporary issues, primarily as an argument in support of the results +f a 
researcher's own work. 


Experience has shown that to refer to blending of nations as current reality 
would be a premature conclusion in the evaluation of the processes anc 
developmental tendencies involved in nationalities relations. We would like 
to pose the question of whether those authors who hold this point of view are 
sufficiently well aware of the consequences of the possible use in party 
documents and in propaganda work of the term “blending of nations" as applied 
to the present? 


The CPSU Program refers to achievement over the historical long term of 
"complete unity of nations."(31) This formulation very faithfully illustrates 
the direction of those processes currently occurring. There is no basis for 
speaking of the possible disappearance of ethnic differences within a 
historically foreseeable time frame. Complete unity of nations allows for the 
preservation of such differences and represerits a qualitative description of a 
new stage in the development of nationalities relations, the result of 
implementation of the party's programmatic objectives. 


We should also note that in the literature we continue to see faulty or 
patently false concepts such as "national way of life" and "national 
mores."(32) This is evidence of the fact that methodological questions 
regarding research on nationalities relations, the dialectic of the national 
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and the international and of the national and the universal human aspect 
require close attention. Any incorrect treatment of these varicus problems 
means that the authors, even though they may not have intended to do so, have 
either ignored or, at the other extreme, exaggerated ethnic traits and the 
mational factor. And this has a corresponding significance with reference to 
implementation of various practical tasks as applied to various aspects of 
social function. 


The following point should also be considered. In the studies we are 
currently seeing, tendencies in the development of nationalities relations 
under socialism are being depicted as progressive, and rightly so. But we 
often lose sight of the fact that the flourishing and convergence of nations 
are not occurring along a direct line, free of difficulties or contradictions. 
Thus, development of republic eccnomies, the growth of national cultures and 
of national self-awareness are progressive processes. But such things as 
violations of the principles of socialist democracy and social justice, 
insufficient openness and shortcomings in internationalist educational work 
cannot fail to have an effect on the way in which [those processes] are 
manifested. Sometimes all of this results in increased chauvinism, ethnic 
exclusiveness and conceit and even incidents like those which occurred in 
Alma-Ata in December 1986. 


The flourishing and convergence of nations are et times also connected with 
the breaking down of certain stereotypes in consciousness and mentality, and 
this is by no means always a smooth and painless process. However, in the 
best of cases researchers do no more than state the fact that this is a 
complex process. 


Often negative aspects in the development of nationalities relations are not 
mentioned at all. M. S. Dzhunusov has produced interesting data on this 
point. The USSR Acadeay of Sciences Institute for Sociological Research, 
using a program devised by that institute, conducted content analysis of the 
contents of 240 works pertaining to theoretical questions of nationalities 
relations which were »ublished during the 1977-1982 period. The authors of 
almost two-thirds of those works merely mentioned the fact that vestiges of 
nationalism and chauvinism remain in people's consciousness under socialism. 
The overwhelming majority of authors did not even consider the possibility of 
negative phenomena, in nationalities relations in particular, developing under 
present-day conditions.( 33) 


The avoidance of analysis of negative tendencies, phenomena and processes 
which is typical of the great. majority of studies has given rise to a 
situation in which eliminztion of such phenomena is regarded as a secondar> 
issue and, as a rule, one to be resolved as the very last priority. For 
instance, the statement asserting that at the present stage of social 
development “wholeness and integralness are characterized by harmonious 
development, absence of deformations and a high level of scientific guidance 
of society on the basis of the revealed laws of social development"(34) is 
hardly oriented toward serious analysis of the problems of nationalities 
relations, por is the assertion that at the present time "there are no 
socioeconomic, political or other (!) reasons which would give rise to 
nationalism."(35) 
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In the overwhelming majority of studies nationalistic manifestations are 
ascribed to mere vestiges of the past and the influence of conservative 
traditions, bourgeois propaganda or shortcomings in internationalist 
educational work, which latter, as a rule, are not specified. This, of 
course, does not deal adequately with the question. 


Until very recently researchers did not take into account the effect of the 
"braking mechanism" of our country's social and economic development on 
mationalities relations. However, there have been violations of the 
harmonious development of republic economies, inadequate correlation of union- 
wide, republic and local interests and deviation from the principles of social 
justice, and this has had a negative effect on various aspects of interethnic 
relations as well. Shortcomings in ideological work and cadre policy have 
also most definitely had an effect on the state of those relations. However, 
authors have not explored any of this. 


Recently there have been signs of more realistic evaluations of the reasons 
for various types of negative manifestations in nationalities relations. 
Thus, in one study “lack of comprehension of the fact that socialist society 
as well develops on the basis of contradictions, and that these contradictions 
can also arise as the result of untimely consideration of the great complexity 
and definite difficulties of forming a new society and satisfying objective 
needs in the process"(36) was cited among the causes of such sanifestations. 
We are also in agreement with a thesis contained in the work "Teoriya i 
praktika razvitiya sotsialisticheskikh natsiy" [Theory and Practice of the 
Development of Socialist Nations], which states that the soil for 
nationalistic views to arise is prepared by "the rebirth in some citizens of 
private property interests, petty bourgeois sentiments and deviation from the 
standards of communist ethics."(37) Also worthy of attention if M. XK. 
Rosenko's view that "underestimation of new phenomena in the reala of ethnic 
affairs, exaggeration of the historical services of one people to another, 
errors in cadre policy, slackening of political vigilance, instances of 
manifestations of nationalistic ideology and other negative aspects in the 
sphere of nationalities relations are paving the way for nationalistic 
pre judices."( 38) 


In these statements it should be regarded as a step in the right direction 
that the reasons for various manifestations of a negative nature ina 
nationalities relations are being considered in their connection with present- 
day realities. But at the same time the authors relegate almost all the 
reasons for negative phenomena to the realm of consciousness. Those things 
which relate to the reala of everyday life, in particular the public's day-to- 
day affairs, are at best only mentioned but not specified. 


Implementation of the course set by the party toward acceleration of our 
country's social and economic development and restructuring of various aspects 
of our lives cannot fail to affect the area of nationalities relations. 
Assurance of their harmonious development and elimination of negative 
phenomena are connected not only with direct influence on people's 
consciousness and psychology, but also with transformations in objective 
conditions themselves. 
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Consistent adherence to Leninist principles of socialist internationalism in 
the CPSU's nationalities policy is an effective factor encouraging conscious 
participation by workers of all nationalities in practical realization of the 
party's political course and an igportant aspect of activation of the human . 
factor. The role of the internationalist unity of Soviet society in 
performing the tasks which have been set should become even more effective. 
And it is social scientists" duty to help party organizations determine 
effective ways of expanding that role. 


In works on problems of nationalities relations one of the central focuses of 
attention is on questions relating to the development of a unified economic 
complex in our country as the physical foundation for friendship among peoples 
and relating to party work to ensure that that complex functions sore 
efficiently. 


Thus, the formulation by V. A. Medvedev at the All-Union Practical Scientific 
Conference in Riga of the issue of influence of distribution relationships and 
consistent adherence to the principles of equal pay for equal work on the 
functioning of the unified economic complex and on interethnic relations in 
general was politically and scientifically well-founded and of practical 
significance. (39) 


In the spirit of a realistic approach to evaluation of our achievements, in 
his speech in one of the sections of that same conference V. G. Lebedev 
broached the ideas that integration in the development of the economy should 
not be idealized, that there are contradictions between the current state of 
the economy and many forms of management which were developed during the 
preceding period, and that it would be theoretically correct to call any 
combination of republic, regional or sector economies which helps achieve 
maximum economic and social effect "integrated."(40) 


Nevertheless, in many works discussion of problems in the functioning of our 
country's unified economic complex is being conducted as before. Asa rule 
researches merely conscientiously indicate the scale of interrepuhlic 
econcmic ties. There is very little reflection of the negative economic 
tendencies which manifested themselves during the 1970's and at the beginning 
of the 1980's, and which definitely have had an effcct on the effectiveness 
with which the unifed economic complex functions and on various aspects of 
interethnic relations. 


Today there is a growing need both for new approaches to the study of 
"traditional" problems and for research on new issues which are arising in the 
field of economic relations between our country's republics and regions. Let 
us consider interrepublic cooperative shipments by way of example. It is one 
thing when under conditions of excessive centralization of economic 
administration the volume of these shipments and their direction are 
determined to a large extent by central organs. It is another when in the 
process of improvement of the economic mechanism enterprises and associations 
receive broader rights, including in the area of choosing suppliers and of 
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concluding contracts for the delivery of their goods to consumers. The 
possibility that localistic preferential tendencies might arise should not be 
overlooked. To predict probable negative tendencies in advance and help party 
organizations design effective measure to overcome those tendencies and define 
econogic, educational and other measures which would make it possible to 
ensure that first priority is given to the overall interests of the state is 
one of the tasks in which social scientists could become more actively 
involved. 


In the literature there has been inadequate development of questions relative 
to party leadership of efforts to improve interrepublic scientific and 
technical cooperation, and these questions reguire more thorough study. Among 
them is the issue of improvement of the system for the training of scientific 
cadres with consideration given to ethnic aspects, provision for efficient 
exchange of scientific cadres, experience with the organization of scienvific 
work and the results of scientific research between collectives in various 
republics, coordination of the operations of party organizations at scientific 
production associations and interbranch scientific technical complexes, which 
often include enterprises located in various republics, etc. 


Among the problems which have not yet been thoroughly researched we should 
include the problem of how to utilize labor resources efficiently; a solution 
ot this problem will require development of the necessary production 
facilities in regions with a labor surplus and creation of conditions which 
will stimulate interrepublic migration. 


Greater clarity is needed on the matter of equalization of republics’ levels 
of economic development and concerning the long-range prospects for this 
process. The party is currently working to resolve this matter, taking into 
consideration above all the need to ensure maximum utilization of republics’ 
potential for their own development and provide for an effective contribution 
by them to the strengthening of the economy of the entire Soviet State.(41) 


But it should be noted that the question of criteria for equalization of 
republics’ levels of economic development has not been explored. The proposal 
that ths index of national income produced per capita be used as such a 
criterion(42) seems to us unconvincing because, firstly, the labor of 
collectives from many other republics is involved in any one republic's 
production of national income and because, secondly, leveling of this 
particular index is impossible anyway. Attempts by other researchers to 
provide an aggregate of criteria for equalization of republics’ levels of 
development have also thus far not yielded practical results either on account 
of the complexity of the system of indices proposed or as a result of the 
system being of an excessively abstract nature.(43) In this connection we 
must acknowledge the correctness of the opinion of Yu. V. Bromley, who has 
written of the need "to form the kind of structural indices for the 
requirements of administration and planning of economic and social development 
which would actually make it possible to see the degree to which vestiges of 
inequality between our peoples are being eliminated, so that there will be not 
confusion or mistaken identity, but rather a clear delineation of the 
SINGULARITY of development from its LEVEL."(44) 
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The degree to which many sociopolitical and spritiual aspects of interethnic 
relations in the USSR have been explored is inadequate and does not conform to 
the fundamental requirements of our times. Furthermore, imaginary issues and 
imaginary conclusions to resolve them are often substituted for truly current 
problems. Even such researchers as M. I. Kulichenko have not been able to 
avoid this. In his book "Rastsvet i sblizheniye natsiy v SSSR" [Flourishing 
and Convergence of Nations in the USSR] he, for example, draws a direct 
connection between the level of workers’ ideological and political maturity in 
a given nation and the extent to which the percentage of communists from that 
nation out of the CPSU total corresponds to that same nation's or 
nationality's percentage of the population of the USSR.(45) Also dubious is 
the fact that in confirmation of his thesis he produces a table containing 
data on a number of nations and draws the conclusion that the process of 
increase in the ideological and political maturity of ations and 
nationalities "can continue only until the percentage of nations and 
nationalities which were previously underrepresented in the party becomes 
equal to their percentage of our country's population."(46) 


The incorrectness of this mechanistic approach has already been pointed out in 
the literature.(47) Let us also note the opinion of A. A. Agzamkhodzhayev, 
who has written that "the use of averaged data in such a complex sphere as 
that of nationalities relations cannot lead to demonstrative conclusions," 
that these data "do not take into account the age and vocational composition 
of the population, the nature of population distribution and other 
factors."(48) But there is also another side to this question. What 
conclusions could one draw if one were to place the data presented by M. I. 
Kulichenko in the context of the problem of “increases in the ideological and 
political maturity of nations and nationalities" for specific nations?! In 
our opinion, there can only be one conclusion: in this case the author has 
betrayed the sense of caution and tact in his approach to nationalities 
problems for which he has repeatedly and justly appealed in his works. 


Let us also note some other shortcomings which are typical of this book by M. 
I. Kulichenko. The author devotes a great deal of space to discussion of the 
relationships between the terms "friendship among peoples," "“internationalist 
unity” and other terms, producing figures -- which are not in themselves 
devoid of interest -- describing successes in the implementation of the CPSU's 
nationalities policy. But behind this we do not find any discussion of real 
problems; the author's entire approach rests upon mere statement of 
achievements. And this work is not an exception, but rather a typical 
example, characteristic of works on problems pertaining to nationalities 
relations. 


There has been a lack of analytical content in works on questions of party 
guidance of national-state construction and intensification of the role of the 
Soviet political system as a factor in drawing the peoples of the USSR 
together. As a rule, published works have prominently stated that questions 
of the representation of various nations in the organs of state pover have 
already all been resolved. Thus, in one work it is asserted without any 
caveats whatsoever that "the party's course toward proper representation of 
all nations and nationalities residing in the multiethnic Soviet republics has 
been completely realized."(49) This is not fully compatible with evaluations 
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given at party congresses in a number of union republics which have referred 
to violations of Leninist principles of cadre policy and instances of cadre 
selection on the basis of ethnic background rather than on the basis of 
professional or sgoral qualities. 


We should also note that the authors of a majority of studies pertaining to 
questions of the CPSU's cadre policy and its role in improvement of 
nationalities relations (in general such questions have been researched very 
poorly) have basically stressed *hat each republic is today capable of meeting 
its own cadre requirements. But this underestimates the significance of 
interrepublic cadre exchange. Yet such exchange is important both in terms of 
performing tasks required by cadre policy and in terms of expanding the 
exchange of experience among republics so that anything valuable that has been 
learned in one republic will gore intensively become union-wide knowledge. 
Underestimation of this sort of exchange is one of the reasons for negative 
phenomena in nationalities relations. 


The ideas formulated at the 27th CPSU Congress and at the January (1987) CPSU 
Central Committee Plenum provide a basis for comprehensive and thorough 
exploration of problems involved in the development of socialist democracy and 
self-government. And it seems to us that social scientists, including party 
historians, should devote considerably more attention to questions of party 
leadership for the purpose of ensuring effective participation by the various 
branches of the political system of Soviet society in implementation of the 
tasks required under the CPSU's nationalities policy. 


Among the most important areas of interethnic relations is the interaction 
between the spiritual cultures of peoples in the USSR. Party historical 
studies on this topic are inadequate and they, as a rule, are of a local and 
descriptive nature. The work of party organizations to acquaint the broad 
masses of workers with the values of the entire Soviet multiethnic culture at 
various stages in the history of Soviet society requires serious analysis and 
thorough exploration. One of the least researched questions is that of how, 
in what manner, party organizations have in their work with the cadres of the 
creative intelligentsia attempted and are continuing to attempt to achieve a 
correct understanding or the part of those cadres of the relationship between 
the national and the international in the process of molding cultural values. 
It would also be useful to show how erroneous views leading in practical ways 
to exaggeration of the conservative elements of the ethnically specific aspect 
of spiritual culture and deviation from a class approach to evaluation of the 
cultural heritage of the past have been overcome in the past and continue to 
be overcome today. 


In any exploration of questions of spiritual culture as applied to the present 
it would be worthwhile to note a statement by A. F. Dashdamirov that in our 
era there is occurring a complex process of "transition from extensive 
development of spiritual culture, this type of development being connected 
with expansion of the scale of spiritual production and the dissemination of 
cultural values and familiarization of the working masses with them, to a 
qualitatively new stage: intensive development."(50) 








A number of mgongraphs and articles have been devoted to questions pertaining 
to the CPSU's language policy and the development of bilingualissj in this 
country.(51) On the whole these can be regarded in quite a positive light. We 
could cite several interesting conclusions which have been formulated by 
scientists. Among these are, specifically, opinions concerning the growing 
role of Russian not only as the language of interethnic communication, but 
also as a powerful tool in the national development of peoples, as a means for 
them to gain access to the scientific and spiritual wealth of the whole world, 
as a means of internationalist education.(52) 


But we cannot fail to note the other side of the question as well, i.e. 
researchers’ desire to ignore problems which have arisen in this respect. 
Thus, the fact that, according to data from the 1979 All-Union Census, 16.3 
million persons of non-Russian ethnicity listed Russian as their native 
language and 61.2 million listed it as the second language of the peoples of 
the USSR, one in which they were fluent, in other words, the fact that 62.2 
percent of the non-Russian population is fluent in Russian,(52) has been 
presented in exclusively positive tones. 


Yet in many union republics only 30-50 percent of the native ethnic group, and 
in some places even less, listed Russian as a language in which they were 
fluent.(54) Among rural population the percentages of persons having 
knowledge of Russian were even lower. This cannot fail tc have an effect on 
the intensity of interethnic intercourse, on the scale of migration between 
union republics and on the degree to which the native population of a republic 
becomes acquainted with the cultural wealth which has been created by other 
peoples and which is a treasure for all of humanity. Poor fluency in Russian 
by secondary school graduates creates certain problems during their subsequent 
military service. We should also note the fact that in some local articles 
doubts have been expressed regarding the need for bilingualism at al1.(55) 
Yet in research all these problems are glossed over with a brief reference. 


Also not receiving sufficent attention from experts are questions pertaining 
to mastery of the native language of each republic by persons of other ethnic 
groups. We must, of course, express our support for the following formulation 
contained in one study on this question, i.e. that "mastery by the Russian 
population (and we would add: not just by the Russian population -- authors’ 
note) of the language of the native ethnic group is a sign of a high level of 
culture of interethnic intercourse."(56) However, this formulation, while 
correct in and of itself, requires concretization as applied to the particular 
characteristics of a given union or autonomous republic, autonomous oblast or 
okrug; this would help party and state organizations perform the appropriate 
tasks. 


There are a number of problems pertaining to the development of national 
languages, and party organizations are concerned about creating the proper 
conditions for such development. These problems also require further study. 
Obviously there has arisen a need to create a major work which would summarize 
experience thus far with implementation of the CPSU's language policy at 
various stages in the building and strengthening of socialisn. 
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There is perhaps no study on problems of nationalities relations in which the 
authors do not bring up the question of internationalist education of workers. 
But in the overwhelming majority of cases the inculcation in workers of a 
feeling of friendship among peoples, membership in a unified Soviet people and 
common Soviet pride is detached from the task of combatting nationalisaz, 
chauvinis1, provincialism, ethnic narrow-msindedness and conceit, which are 
only mentioned in passing. Therefore work on problems of internationalist 
education seems one-sided; in such studies a listing of measures taken, 
lectures, international friendship evenings, exchanges of delegations, etc. is 
often substituted for analysis of the content of party organization's work in 
this respect. Works by social scientists, including party historians, contain 
too few generalizations, recommendations and conclusions which could be 
utilized in practical work. 


Although, for example, a great deal has been said in works published thus far 
concerning the need to make use of the potential of historical, specifically 
party historical, science, we have not seen any basic studies in which the 
appropriate experience is summarized. The same applies to the question of how 
to expand the educational role of the other social sciences in inculcating 
internationalist convictions in people.(57) 


We would like to make special mention of the role of historical science in 
internationalist education. It provides a wealth of sgaterial for revealing 
the historical roots of friendship between peoples, traditions of joint 
revolutionary struggle and labor and the profoundly internationalist nature of 
CPSU policy. Its significance in revealing the historicul role of the Great 
October Revolution and the formation of the sultiethnic Soviet State in the 
lives of the peoples of the USSR can scarcely be overemphasized. 


But we must also take into account the fact that inadequate historical and 
methodological culture on the part of historians, and at times premeditated 
ganipulation of historical facts, can result in inattention to a class- 
oriented approach to evaluation of the past and to formation of sentiments of 
national exceptionalness, conceit, and comparison of one people with another. 
This is why the questions of how to expand the role of historical science in 
workers’ internationalist education require serious research. Needed are 
recommendations and conclusions concerning ways to improve the theoretical and 
methodological training of historian cadres and to imgprove curricula so that 
internationalist issues will be more fully reflected, so that the proper 
Class-oriented approach will be stressed in the evaluation of various 
historical events and facts. We need radical improvement of the way in which 
propaganda for historical knowledge for the purpose of inculcating an 
internationalist consciousness and world view in Soviet people is organized. 


Recently less attention has been given to study of the fundamentai question of 
the common national pride of the Soviet man. In part this can be explained by 
the prevalent traditional approach to exploration of problems of social 
development, almost exclusively on a positive note, at the same time as 
negative phenomena have had a negative effect on people's mood, on their 
attitudes toward socialist values and on their understanding of their 
patriotic and internationalist duty. However, the 70-year experience of the 
development of the Soviet State, despite sxistakes which have been made and 








difficulties which have arisen, has revealed the great capacities which the 
socialist system has at its disposal for the purpose of ensuring the social 
and spiritual progress of peoples. And inculcation of pride in the things 
which have been achieved in the common revolutionary struggle of peoples and 
in joint labor to build socialism is one of the central tasks of 
internationalist education.(58) Lenin's statement that "the interest... of 
the national pride of Great Russians coincides with the SOCIALIST interest of 
Great Russian (and all other) proletarians"(59) is of very great 
methodological significance in setting the goals of this work. 


One of the weakest points in party historical literature on questions of 
internationalist education is a lack of differentiation in description of the 
educational work of party organizations as applied to the specific 
characteristics of various classes and social groups, the public's level of 
education, its ethnic composition, etc. As a positive example we would cite 
one study prepared by the LaSSR CP Central Committee Institute for Party 
History; its authors attempt in their consideration of questions of 
internationalist education to indicate to what extent party organizations have 
taken into account the ethnic composition of the population, the degree to 
which people know Russian and Latvian, etc. in organizing their educational 
work.(69) However, we know of only isolated instances of this sort of 
approach. 


A number of works have been devoted to questions of internationalist educaticn 
for young people. But many of them poorly reflect the specificity of 
educational work with young people and avoid the complexities encountered in 
the process of inculcating internationalist convictions in young people. 
Typical in this respect is the collection "Internatsionalnoye i 
patrioticheskove vospitaniye molodezhi" [The International and Patriotic 
Upbringing of Young People].(61) It was prepared on the basis of materials 
from a conference which the USSR Academy of Pedagogical Sciences helped 
organize. But the reader will search through this collection in vain for 
material on how to recognize various manifestations of nationalistic 
narrowness or how to reveal their groundlessness and argue against such 
manifestations: there is no such material. 


One other example. In Alma-Ata in 1985 a thematic collection of scientific 
works by the staff of professors and instructors at VUZs under the KaSSR 
Ministry of Education was published under the title "Sovetskiy obraz zhizni i 
vospitaniye sotsialnoy aktivnosti molodezhi" [The Soviet Way of Life and the 
Teaching of Social Activism to Young People].(62) It would seem that this 
title would oblige the authors to make internationalist issues one of the 
collection's focai points. However, only one article out of 14 is devoted to 
those issues, and then only in connection with discussion of a narrower topic. 
There is cause to ask whether this approach is not a reflection of the way in 
which internationalist educational work is handled at the VUZs in question. 
But in any event one thing is clear: there is no need to prove the timeliness 
of questions relating to the internationalist education of young people, and 
the task is for researchers to analyze those questions to the fullest. 


We have observed an upsurge in researchers’ interet in questions pertaining to 
expansion of the role of labor collectives in internationalist education for 
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workers. The oversimplified approach to this matter -- in which the 
multiethnic composition of a labor collective was often regarded as a factor 
which encouraged the formation of an internationalist consciousness and 
psychology in people -- is being overcome. 


We feel that the opinion of R. K. Grdzelidze is correct; he entertains the 
possbility of nationalistic prejudices and negative nationalist tendencies and 
orientations being revived and intensified through underestimation of and 
inattention to internationalist educational work in labor collectives.(63) 


In connection with the study of this and several other questions it would be 
correct for scientists to make use of specific sociological studies and 
analysis of their results. Specifically, we could cite the monograph by L. M. 
Drobizheva entitled "Dukhovnaya obshchnost narodov SSSR" (The Spiritual 
Commonality of Soviet Peoples], in which the author attempts to analyze 
people's attitude toward interethnic intercourse in various situations on the 
basis of voluminous applied sociological material covering various regions of 
our country and labor collectives as well as the area of familial and domestic 
relations. (645) 


It should be regarded as an indisputed service of this author that in this 
book an attempt has been made to study the reasons for negative tendencies 
toward interethnic intercourse on the part of some individuals. However, 
nevertheless we cannot agree with her conclusion that measures with regard to 
internationalist education can have a more or less serious effect only in less 
well-educated and less skilled rural population groups.(65) 


It is quite possible that this conclusion is the result of formalism and a 
campaign-oriented style in the formulation of the issue of internationalist 
education, petrification of its forms, the declarative nature and poor 
specific nature of gany measures and, most importantly, of inadequate 
consideration in this work for the specific traits of the population's social 
and ethnic composition. But the heart of the matter is precisely that, i.e. 
to define ways to increase the effectiveness of internationalist education by 
taking into account the specific traits of various population groups and 
finding approaches to the organization thereof which will guarantee that it 
will have an effect on all population groups. This requires a pooling of 
efforts by practical workers and researchers, and this was specifically 
mentioned at a practical scientific conference held in Alma-Ata in April, at 
which conference current tasks in internationalist education were discussed. 


Recommendations drawn up by scientists could help define necessary aspects in 
work on ideological/political, labor-related, ethical, military/patriotic, 
atheistic and aesthetic education, and could increase the effectiveness of all 
means of ideclogical influence. 


How to find the appropriate aspect in the course of propaganda for various 
theoretical theses? How to most effectively mold workers’ understanding of 
their internationalist duty in the process of performing tasks connected with 
acceleration of scientific and technical progress and increases in production 
quality and production efficiency? What will to the greatest degree serve the 
objective of making internationalism a hallmark of the moral makeup of Soviet 
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people?(66) How, to what extent, under what circumstances can we ensure a 
given correlation cf rational and emotional aspects in educational work? How 
to most effectively utilize the multifaceted experience of this work in 
internationalist education, experience which has been accumulated by the party 
at various stages of the construction of our new society? These are only some 
of the questions facing scientists. 


Examination of the various aspects of research on nationalities relations in 
the USSR indicates that, although a number of positive results have been 
achieved with regard to exploration of some questions, on the whole we are 
forced to stress the need for radical improvement in the quality of research 
on this range of issues. This means overcoming elements of a non-analytical 
approach, dogmatism and scholastic theorizing and ensure that there is a 
closer connection between research and practice. 


We must also talk about the noticeable lag -- both in a quantitative, and yet 
also, primarily, ina qualitative sense -- in party historical research on 
these questions. We are referring not only to a lag behind reality, but also 
to a lag behind research conducted by specialists in other social science 
fields. Furthermore, if we ignore for the moment studies on internationa)ist 
educations, then we observe authors inexplicably avoiding the party histo:‘ical 
aspect of research. 


Elimination of these shortcomings will of course require considerable effort. 
This applies both to the formulation of new problems, and to substantial 
expansion of the source base for research, and to radical improvement in the 
way in which research is coordinated. Finding solutions tc the aforementioned 
problems is a necessity which has long been acute. In our multiethnic country 
it is the duty of social scientists to their party and to society to improve 
the quality of research on nationalities relations. 


The party's nationalities policy has over the entire course of its history 
been imbued with Leninist principles of proletarian internationalism, on the 
basis of which principles the most important questions of nationalities 
relations have been resolved and continue to be resolved. Life poses new 
problems, and at times there are complications and contradictions. M. S. 
Gorbachev noted that "...We must calmly work on this, study, resolve and 
educate. The sole correct approach in this matter ‘s a Leninist nationalities 
policy, a Leninist spirit."(67) 


Works on questions pertaining to nationalities relations and the CPSU's 
nationalities policy should be an active aid in the cause of restructuring, 
which also encompasses that aspect of our lives, and should sow in people the 
confidence that it will succeed, aid in the search for effective ways to 
implement it, and intensify the effect of internationalist education. This 
requires that scientists take an innovative approach to research, delve 
actively into real life and be able to come up with timely and well-founded 
answers to all questions which arise. 
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FOOTNOTES 


"Materialy XXVII syezda Kommunisticheskoy partii Sovetskogo Soyuza" 
[Documents from the 27th CPSU Congress], Moscow, 1986, p 117. 


Vv. I. Lenin, "Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy” [Complete Works], Vol 26, 
p 40. 


We will mention only the most sajor studies published by central 
publishing houses at that time: A. K. Azizyan, "“Leninskaya 
natsionalnaya politika v razvitii i deystvii" [The Leninist 
Nationalities Policy in Development and Action], Moscow, 1972; M. I. 
Kulichenko, "Watsionalnyye otnosheniya v SSSR i tendentsii ikh 
razvitiya" [Nationalities Relations in the USSR and Tendencies in their 
Development], Moscow, 1972; V. Ye. Malanchuk, "Istoricheskiy opyt KPSS 
po resheniyu natsionalnogo voprosa i razvitiyu natsionalnykh otnosheniy 
v SSSR" [The Historical Experience of the USSR With Resolution of the 
Nationalities Question and the Development of Nationalities Relations 

in the USSR], Moscow, 1972; "Mnogonatsionalnoye Sovetskoye gosudarstvo" 
[The Multiethnic Soviet State], Moscow, 1972; I. P. Tsameryan, 
"Teoretichesxiye problemy obrazovaniya i razvitiya Sovetskogo 


mnogonatsionalnogo gosudarstva" [Theoretical Problems in the Formation and 


Development of the Soviet Multiethnic State], Moscow, 1973; A. G. Agayev, 
"Sotsialisticheskaya natsionalnaya kultura" [Socialist Ethnic Culturel, 
Moscow, 1974; "Leninizm i natsionalnyy vopros v sovremmenykh usloviyakh. 
2-ye izd." [Leninism and the Nationalities Question Under Present-Day 
Conditions, 2nd Ed.], Moscow, 1974; P. M. Rogachev and M. A. Sverdlin, 
"Patriotizm i obshchestvennyy progress" [Patriotism and Social Progress], 


Moscov, 1974; I. F. Anoshkin, "Internatsionalizm vnutrenney politiki KPSS" 


[Internationalism in the CPSU's Domestic Policy], Moscow, 1975; S. T. 
Kaltakhchyan, "Leninizm o sushchnost natsii i puty obrazovaniya 
internatsionalnoy obshchnost lyudey" [Leninism On the Nature of Nations 
and Ways of Forming an International Society], 2nd Ed., Moscow, 1976; 
"Novaya istoricheskaya obshohnost lyudey: sushchnost, formirovaniye, 
razvitiye” [A New Historical Community: Nature, Formation and 
Development], Moscow, 1976; E. A. Bagramov, "Leninskaya nat3ionalnaya 
politika: dostizheniya i perspektivy" [The Leninist Nationalities 
Policy: Achievements and Outlooks], Moscow, 1977; V. S. Semenov, 
"Internatsionalizm i obshchestvennyy progress" [Internationalism and 
Social Progress], Moscow, 1978; E. V. Tadevosyan, "Dialektika 
internatsionalnogo i natsionalnogo v sovetskoy gosudarstvennosti” [The 
Dialectic of the International and the National in the Soviet State 
System], Moscow, 1979; et al. 


Many of them, as well as works which have been published in the union 
republics recently, are mentioned in the book "Natsionelnyye otnosheniya 
SSSR v trudakh uchenykh soyuznykh respublik" (Nationalities Relations in 
the USSR as Reflected in Works by Scientists in the Union Republics), 
Moscow, 1986. 


See, for example: “Osnovyye napravieniya izucheniya natsionalnykh 
otnosheniy v SSSR" [Basic Tendencies in the Study of Nationalities 
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Relations in the USSR], Moscow, 1979; "Natsionalnaya politika KPSS. 
Ocherk istoriografii" [The CPSU's Nationalities Policy: An 
Historiographical Overview], Moscow, 1981. 


6. AS an example we could cite the debate in literature, a debate which has 
continued to the present day and which quite frequently is of a purely 
scholastic nature, concerning the terms "psychological makeup of nations," 
"national character" and "national psychology," in the course of which the 
very same arguments and the very same quotes have been presented time and 
time again, without a solution to tnis debate coming any closer. 


7. "Materialy plenuma Tsentralnogo Komiteta KPSS, 27-28 yanvarya 1987 goda" 
(Materials of the CPSU Central Committee Plenum, 27-28 January 1987], 
Moscow, 1987, p 40. 


8. Among the most significant works exploring experiences with implementation 
of the CPSU's nationalities policy on the basis of union-wide materials 
are: R. G. Abdulatipov and T. Yu. Burmistrova, "Leninskaya politika 
internatsionalizma v SSSR: istoriya i sovremennost" [The Leninist Policy 
of Internationalism in the USSR: History and Current Status], Moscow, 
1982; "Borba leninskoy partii protiv natsionalizma, za internatsionalizm" 
[The Leninist Party's Struggle Against Nationalism and For 
Internationalism], Moscow, 1982; I. I. Groshev, "Sushchnost natsionalnoy 
politiki KPSS" [The Nature of the CPSU's Nationalities Policy], Moscow, 
1982; B. B. Zadarnovskiy, "Leninskaya teoriya i praktika razresheniva 
natsionalnogo voprosa v SSSR" [Leninist Theory and Practice in the 
Resolution of the Nationalities Question in the USSR], Moscow, 1983; S. A. 
Sayadov, "Po zakonam internatsionalizma (Marksistsko-leninskaya politika 
internatsionalizma v deyatelnosti KPSS na sovremennom etape stroitelstva 
kommunizma)" [According to the Laws of Internationalism (The Marxist- 
Leninist Policy of Internationalism in CPSU Ac*ivities at the Present Stage 
in the Building of Communism)], Moscow, 1983; A. V. Likholat, "Natsionalizm 
-- vrag trudyashchikhsya. Analiz istoricheskogo opyta borby protiv 
natsionalizma." [Nationalism, Enemy of Working People: An Analysis of 
Historical Experience in the Struggle Against Nationalism], Moscow, 1986; 
et al. 


9. See, for example, M. V. Vagabov, "Leninskaya natsionalnaya politika KPSS v 
mnogonatsionalnom Dagestane. Kratkiy ocherk" [The CPSU's Leninist 
Nationalities Policy in Multiethnic Dagestan: A Short Overview], Moscow, 
1982; B. V. Ganzyuk and Ye. M. Floka, "Vernost sotsialisticheskomy 
internatsionalizmu (Deyatelnost KPSS i Kompartii Moldavii v oblasti 
pretvoreniya leninskoy natsionalnoy politiki v Sovetskoy Moldavii)" 
[Faithfulness to Socialist Internationalism (CPSU and Aoldavian CP 
Work With Regard to Implementation of a Leninist Nationalities Policy in 
Soviet Moldavia)], Kishinev, 1982; "Torzhestvo leninskoy politiki druzhby i 
sotrudnichestva narodov. Sbornik statey" [The Triumph cf the Leninist 

te Policy of Friendship and Cooperation Among Peoples: UCollected Articles], 
Ashkhabad, 1982; K. N. Sanukov, "Bratstvo lyudey truda" [The Brotherhood of 
Working People], Yoshkar-Ola, 1983; V. A. Zamlinskiy, V. Ye. Melnichenko 
and V. F. Panibudlaska, "Leninskaya politika internatsionalizma" [The 
Leninist Policy of Internationalism], Kiev, 1983; "Osushchestvleniye 
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leninskikh idey sotsialisticheskogo internatsionalizma v Uzbekistane" 
[Implementation of Leninist Ideas of Socialist Internationa ‘lism in 
Uzbekistan], Tashkent, 1984; "Torzhestvo leninskoy natsionalnoy politiki v 
Tadzhikistane. Sbornik statey" [The Triumph of the Leninist Nationalities 
Policy in Tadzhikistan: Collected Articles], Dushanbe, 1984; et al. 


10. See: O. A. Nosov, "Deyatelnost KPSS po ukrepleniyu yedinogo 
narodnokhozyaystvennogo kompleksa strany -- materialnoy osnovy bratskoy 
druzhby narodov SSSR" [CPSU Work to Reinforce Our Country's Unified 
Economic Complex, the Physical Basis for Fraternal Friendship Among the 
Peoples of the USSR], Kiev, 1983; L. E. Freyberg, Ya. V. Yuran and V. Ye. 
Mokrousov, "Vospitaniye ideynoy ubezhdennosti" [The Teaching of 
Ideological Convictions], Riga, 1983; A. Daushvili, "XXVII syezd KPSS ob 
internatsionalnom vospitanii rabochego klassa (Po materialam 
promyshlennykh kollektivov Gruzii)" [The 27th CPSU Congress on 
Internationalist Education of the Working Class (On the Basis of Data from : 
Georgian Industrial Collectives)], Tbilisi, 1986; "Patrioticheskoye 
vospitaniye trudyashchikhsya. Iz opyta Gomelskoy oblastnoy partiynnoy 
organizatsii" [Patriotic Education of Workers: Based on the Experience of 
the Gomel Oblast Party Organization], Minsk, 1986; et al. 





11. The practical scientific conference held in Riga in 1982 and devoted to 
problems in the development of nationalities relations at the present 
stage and to tasks of patriotic and internationalist education of workers 
holds a sp cial place among the conferences which have taken place. The 
documents from its plenary session have been published in a collection: 
"Vospityvat ubezhdennykh patriotov-internatsionalistov" [Bringing Up 
Confirmed Internationalist Patriots], Moscow, 1982. A total of 11 other 
collections containing addresses by conference participants to section 
meetiigs have also been published. We would also like to note the 
following collections: "Vsestoronneye razvitiye estonskoy 
sotsialisticheskvoy natsii v bratskoy semye narodov SSSR. Tezisy dokladov 
resp. nauchno-teor. konf." [The All-Round Development of the Estonian 
Socialist Nation Within the Fraternal Family of Soviet Peoples: Topics 
of Reports Presented at a Republic Theoretical Scientific Conference], 
Tallinn, 1982; "Obrazcvaniye SSSR -- torzhestvo leninskoy natsicnalnoy 
politiki" [The Formation of the USSR: A Triumph of the Leninist 
Nationalities Policy], Cheboksary, 1982; "V semye yedinoy. Materialy 
resp. nauchno-prakt. konf." [In a United Family: Documents of a Republic 
Practical Scientific Conference], Kazan, 1983; "Velikaya sila bratskogo 
yedinstva. Materialy resp. nauch. konf., posvyashch. 60-letiyu 
obrazcevaniya SSSR" [The Great Power of Fraternal Unity: Documents of a 
Republic Scientific Conference Commemorating the 60th Anniversary of the 
Formation of the USSR], Kiev, 1983; "Torzhestvo leninskoy natsionalnoy 
politiki XKPSS. Materialy nauchn. konf." [The Triumph of the CPSU's 
Leninist Nationalities Policy], Nalchik, 1923; "Aktualnyye problemy 
natsionalnogo i internatsionalnogo v dukhovnom mire sovetskogo cheloveka" 
[Current Problems of the National and the International in the Spiritual 
World of the Soviet Man], Baku, 1984; "Velikiy Oktyabr i obrazovaniye SSSR 
v sovremennoy ideclogicheskoy borbe" [The Great October Revolution and the 
Formation of the USSR in the Present-Day Ideological Struggle], Frunze, 
1984; "Internatsionalizatsiya dukhovnoy zhizni sovetskikh narodov v 
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sovremennykh usloviyvyakh. Sbornik statey" [Internationalization of the 
Spiritual Life of Soviet Peoples Under Present-Day Conditions], Vilnius, 
1985; et al. 


See, for example: VV. P. Sherstobitov, "Natsionalnyy vopros v 
ideologicheskom protivoborstve dvukh sistem" [The Nationalities Question 
in the Conflict Between the Two Systems], Moscow, 1981; Z. S. Chertina, 
"Natsionalnyye otnosheniya pri sotsializme v burzhuaznoy istoriografii 
SShA" [Nationalities Relations Under Socialism in Bourgeois U.S. 
Historiography], Moscow, 1982; E. A. Bagramov, "Natsionalnyy vopros v 
borbe idey" [The Nationalities Question in the Struggle of Ideas], Moscow, 
1983; “Kritika falsifikatsiy natsionalnykh otnosheniy v SSSR" [Criticism 
of Distortion of Nationalities Relations in the USSR], Moscow, 1984; L. A. 
Nagor-naya, "Leninskaya natsionalnaya politika i bankrotstvo ee "kritikov"" 
[The Leninist Nationalities Policy and the Bankruptcy of Its "Critics"], 
Kiev, 1984; M. I. Abdullin, "Srazhayushchayasya pravda. Kritika 
burzhuaznykh kontseptsiy razvitiya sotsialisticheskikh natsiy Povolzhya i 
Urala" [The Fighting Truth: Criticism of Bourgeois Perceptions of the 
Development of Socialist Nations in the Volga Region and the Urals], 
Kazan, 1985; et al. 


See, for example: S.T. Kaltakhchyan, "Marksistskc-leninskaya teoriya 
natsii i sovremennost" [The Marxist-Leninist Theory of the Nation and the 
Present Day], Moscow, 1983; M. P. Kim, "Problemy teorii i istorii realnogo 
sotsializma" [Problems of Theory and History in Real Socialism], Moscow, 
1983; "Kommunizm i natsii" [Communism and Nations], Moscow. 1985; M. N. 
Rosenko, "Yedinstvo i druzhba" [Unity and Friendship], Leningrad, 1986; 

et al. 


See: “Razvitiye sovetskogo narcda -- novoy istoricheskoy obshchnost" [The 
Development of the Soviet People, a New Historical Community], Moscow, 
1980; "Sovetskiy narod -- stroitel kommunizma" [The Soviet People, Builder 
of Communism], Moscow, 1981; "Internatsionalizm sovetskogo naroda: 
istoriya i sovremennost" [The Internationalism of the Soviet People: 
History and Present State], Moscow, 1982; F. Ya. Gorovskiy, "Sovetskiy 
narod kak internatsionalnaya obshchnost" [The Soviet People as 
International Community], Kiev, 1982; et al. 


Lenin, op. cit., Vol 24, p 134. 


It is this approach which is typical of, for example, the aforementioned 
studies by S. T. Kaltakhchyan and M. P. Kim. The same approach is used in 
the collective work "Sovietskiy narod -- stroitel kommunizma," published 
by Nauka Publishers in 1981, which work, however, is most reminiscent of a 
"congratulatory toast" when compared with many other works. 


"XXVI syezd ¥°SS o razvitii natsionalnogo i internatsionalnogo obraz 
zhizni sove. -.kh natsiy" [The 26th CPSU Congress on the Development of 
the National and International Way of Life of Soviet Nations], Ashkhabad, 
1983, p 3. We should also note that the formulation "national way of 
life" in the title of this work is erroneous. 
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18. 


19. 


20. 


"Tverdo idti dorogoy perestroyki i uglubleniya demokratii. Sbornik 
materialov o poyezdke M. S. Gorbacheva v Latviyskuyu i Estonskuyu SSR, 
17-21 fevralya 1987 goda" [To Proceed Resolutely Along the Road of 
Restructuring and Greater Democracy: A Collection of Materials on M. S. 
Gorbachev's Trip to the Latvian and Estonian SSRs on 17-21 February 1987], 
Moscow, 1987, p 29. 


See: M. I. Kulichenko, "Natsiya i sotsialnyy progress" [The Nation and 
Social Progress], Moscow, 1983, p 196. 


We can cite a number of studies which are devoted to problems of 
nationalities relations at the interpersonal level and which were carried 
out on a philosophical or applied sociological basis. Among them are: 
R. K. Grdzelidze, "Mezhnatsionalnoye obshcheniye v razvitom 
sotsialisticheskom obshchestve" [Interethnic Contacts in Developed 
Socialist Society], Tbilisi, 1980; L. M. Drobizheva, "Dukhovnaya 
obshchnost narodov SSSR. Istoriko-sotsiologicheskiy ocherk 
mezhnatsionalnykh otnosheniy" [The Spiritual Commonality of Soviet 
Peoples: An Historical and Sociological Overview of Interethnic 
Relations], Moscow, 1981; L. F. Lavrova, "Voprosy dalneyshego 
sovershenstvovaniya kultury mezhnatsionalnogo obshcheniya" [Question 
Pertaining to Further Improvement of the Culture of Interethnic 
Intercourse] from the book "Velikaya sila bratskogo yedinstva...", op. 
cit., Kiev, 1983; I. K. Apine, "Kultura mezhnatsionalnogo obshcheniya" 
[The Culture of International Intercourse] from KOMMUNIST SOVETSKOY 
LATVII, No 8, 1984; 4. F. Dashdamirov, "Problema lichnost v marksistsko- 
leninskoy teorii natsii i natsionalnykh otnosheniy" [The Problem of the 
Individual in Marxist-Leninist Theory of the Nation and Nationalities 
Relations], Baku, 1934; Ye. 0. Krachkovskaya, "O kulture mezhnatsionalnogo 
obshcheniya" [On the Culture of Interethnic Intercourse] from KOMMUNIST 
ESTONII, No 11, 1984; T. Yu. Burmistrova and 0. A. Dmitriyev, "Druzhboy 
splochennyye. Kultura mezhnatsionalnogo obshcheniya v SSSR" [United by 
Friendship: The Culture of International Intercourse in the USSR], 
Moscow, 1986; et al. However, in many cases we have seen only the first 
steps in investigation of various problems, including that of culture of 
interethnic intercourse. But party historians have taken almost no part 
in research on those problems. 


Attention is drawn to this by the authors of the collective work "Teoriya 
i praktika razvitiya sotsialisticheskikh natsiy" [Theory and Practice in 
the Development of Socialist Nations] (Leningrad, 1984, p 41). In fact, 
if in some republics a sharp increase in the percentage of the working 
class made up of persons of native ethnicity is occurring as the result of 
the transformation of some kolkhozes into sovkhozes, this does not mean 
that the problem of training ethnic working-class cadres and ensuring 

that the working class has a leading role in the development of a given 
nation has been resolved. 


22. An example of ideas of this sort: "The manifestation of conformances to 


law in the development of this new historical community attests to its 
capacity for self-impetus, self-regulation, adaptation to specific 
circumstances and self-support in the process of its development. In 
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23. 


24. 


25. 


26. 


27. 


28. 


29. 


30. 


31. 


32. 


33. 








other words, the Soviet people are a self-governing subsystem of socialist 
society, one possessing the ability of self-reproduction and self- 
development." (A. I. Kholmogorov, "Natsionalnyye otnosheniya v 
sotsialisticheskom obshchestve. Problemy nauchnogo upravleniya" 
(Nationalities Relations in Socialist Society: Problems of Scientific 
Administration], Kiev, 1982, p 29. 


See, for example: F. Ya. Gorovskiy, "Sovetskiy narod," op. cit., p 10; 
M. P. Kim, "Problemy teorii...," op. cit., pp 292-293; "Kommunizm i 
natsii," Op. cit., pp 115-116. 


F. Ya. Gorobskiy, op. cit., p 10. 


"Velikiy Oktyabr, sotsializm i natsionalnyy vopros" [The Great October 
Revolution, Socialism and the Nationalities Question], Yerevan, 1982, 
p 105. 


See, for example: "Dialektika internatsionalnogo i natsionalnogo v 
sotsialisticheskom obshchestve" [The Dialectic of the International and 
the National in Socialist Society], Moscow, 1981, p 86; D. T. Ursud, 
"Druzhba narodov SSSR -- bestsennoye zavoyevaniye sotsializma" [Friendship 
Among the Peoples of the USSR: A Priceless Achievement of Socialism] from 
the book "Bratskiy soyuz -- osnova rastsveta sovetskikh respublik" 
(Fraternal Union, the Basis for the Flourishing of the Soviet Republics], 
Kishinev, 1982, p 30; et al. 


M. M. Suzhikov, "Yedinstvo internatsionalnogo i natsionalnogo v politike 
KPSS" [The Unity of the International and the National in CPSU Policy], 
from IZVESTIYA AN KAZAKHSKOY SSR, SERIYA OBSHCHESTVENNYKH NAUK, No 6, 
1982, p 12. 


"Voprosy natsionalnoy politiki KPSS v usloviyakh razvitogo sotsializma" 
[Questions of the CPSU's Nationalities Policy Under Developed Socialism], 
Moscow, 1984, p 7. 


Ibid. 
S. T. Kaltakhchyan, "Marksistko-leninskaya...," op. cit., p 356. 


See: "Programma Kommunisticheskoy partii Sovetskogo Soyuza. Novaya 
redaktsiya. Prinyata XXVII syezdom KPSS" [Program of the CPSU. New 
Redaction, Adopted by the 27th CPSU Congress], Moscow, 1985, p 44. 


See, for example: "Nauchnoye rukovodstvo natsionalnogo otnosheniyami v 
razvitom sotsialisticheskom obshchestve" [Scientific Administration of 
Nationalities Relations in Developed Socialist Society], Leningrad, 1981, 
p 105. 


See: M. S. Dzhunusov, “Burzhuaznyy natsionalizm: printsipy kritiki" 
[Bourgeois Nationalism: Principles of Criticism], Moscow, 1986, p 211. 
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34. 


35. 


36. 


37. 


38. 


39. 


40. 


41. 


42, 


43. 


44, 


L. V. Metelitsa, "Yedinstvo internatsionalnogo i patrioticheskogo 
vospitaniya” [The Unity of Internationalist and Patriotic Education], 
Moscow, 10°, ‘ 


"Borba leninskoy partii protiv natsionalizma, za internationalizma," op. 
cit., p 244. See also a study by the Scientific Communism Preparatory 
Department of the CPSU Central Committee Marxism-Leninism Institute 
entitled "Razvitiye sovetskogo naroda -- novoy istoricheskoy obshchnosti" 
[Development of the Soviet People, a New Historical Community], in which 
it is asserted that "in our society today there exist no vestiges of 
nationalism in a 'pure' form" (pp 335-336). 


"Velikiy Oktyabr, sotsializm i natsionalnyy vopros," op. cit., p 118. 


"Teoriya i praktika razvitiya sotsialisticheskikh natsiy," op. cit., 
p 125. 


M. N. Rosenko, "Yedinstvo i druzhba," p 162. 
See: "Vospityvat uvezhdennykh patriotov-internatsionalistov," pp 106-107. 


See: "Materalnaya osnova druzhby i bratstva" [The Physical Base of 
Friendship and Brotherhood], Moscow, 1983, pp 47-48. 


See: "Materialy XXVII syezda...," op. cit., p 276. 


See: M. I. Kulichenko, "Rastsvet i sblizheniye natsiy v SSSR. Problemy 
teorii i metodologii" [The Flourishing and Convergence of Nations in the 
USSR: Problems of Theory and Methodology], Moscow, 1981, p 338; A. I. 
Kholmogorov, "Nationalnyye otnosheniya v sotsialisticheskom obshchestve," 
op. cit., p 57. 


This assertion hardly serves to bring us closer to the truth: 
"Equalization of the levels of economic development in various republics 
and regions means above all the convergence of the degree of maturity of 
their productive forces and production relationships, labor productivity 
indices in parallel sectors, elimination of variations in levels of 
technical outfitting, creation of a roughly equal amount of surplus 
product per worker and equalization of standards of living, which entails 
the creation of equal conditions for the fullest satisfaction of people's 
material, cultural, domestic and social needs..." ("Razvitiye sovetskogo 
naroda -- novoy istoricheskoy obshchnosti," p 82). The authors are of 
course correct in stating that equalization of republics’ levels of 
economic development should be gauged on the basis of an aggregate of 
various indicators. But the question here is how specifically to approach 
evaluation of the level of economic development in a given republics, 
including in comparison to other republics. 


Yu. Bromley, "“Sovershenstvovaniye natsionalnykh otnosheniy v SSSR" 
(Improvement of Nationalities Relations in the USSR], KOMMUNIST, No 8, 
1986, p 80. 
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45. 


46. 


47. 


48. 


See: M. I. Kulichenko, "Rastsvet i sblizheniye natsiy v SSSR," op. cit., 
p 138. 


Ibid., p 139. 


See: N. I. Kondakova, "KPSS -- partiya internationalistov" [The CPSU: A 
Party of Internationalists" from the book "Nationalnaya politika KPSS. 
Teoreticheskiye voprosy. Materialy nauchnoy sessii AON pri TsK KPSS, 
posvyashchennoy 60-letiyu obrazovaniya SSSR (20 aprelya 1982 g.)" [The 
CPSU's Nationalities Policy: Theoretical Questions -- Documents from a 
Scientific Session of the CPSU Central Committee Academy of Social 
Sciences in Commemoration of the 60th Anniversary of the Formation of the 
USSR (20 April 1982)], Moscow, 1982, p 51. 


A. A. Agzamkhodzhayev, "Voploshcheniye sotsialisticheskogo 
internatsionalizma v Sovetskom mnogonatsionalnom gosudarstve" [The 
Embodiment of Socialist Internationalism in the Multiethnic Soviet State], 
Tashkent, 1984, pp 166 and 167. 


49. "Deyatelnost kommunisticheskikh partiy respublik Sredney Azii i 


50. 


51. 


52. 


53. 


54. 


Kazakhstana v sovremennykh usloviyakh" [The Work of Communist Parties in 
the Republics of Central Asia and Kazakhstan Under Present-Day 
Conditiors], Tashkent, 1984, p 284. 


A. F. Dashdarmirov, "Internatsionalnyye aspekty sovershenstvovaniya 
sotsialisticheskoy kultury" [International Aspects of the Improvement of 
Socialist Culture] in the book "Razvitiye natsiy i natsionalnykh 
ot-~sheniy v usloviyakh razvitogo sotsializma. Materialy vyyezdnogo 
zastuaniya byuro Otdeleniya filosofii i prava AN SSSR (Baku, 27-28 
oktyabrya)" [The Development of Nations and Nationalities Relations 
Under Developed Socialism: Documents from an On-Site Meeting of the 
Buro of the USSR Academy of Sciences Philosophy and Law Division (Baku, 
27-28 October)," Baku, 1983, p 116. 


See, for example, K. Kh. Khanazarov, "Resheniye natsionalno-yazykovoy 
problemy v SSSR. 2-ye izd., dor." [Resoluticn of the National Language 
Problem in the USSR, 2nd Edition, Revised], Moscow, 1982; M. N. Guboglo, 
"Sovremennyye etnoyazykovyye protsessy v SSSR. Osnovnyye faktory i 
tendentsii razvitiya natsionalnoy-russkogo dvuyazychiya" [Contemporary 
Ethnolinguistic Processes in the USSR: Basic Factors and Tendencies in 
the Development of Ethnic Language/Russian Bilingualism], Moscow, 1984; 
Guboglo, “Leninskaya natsionalno-yazykovaye politika KPSS -- 
internatsionalizm v deystvii" [The CPSU National Language Folicy: 
Internationalism in Action], SOVETSKAYA ETNOGRAFIYA, No 1, 1984; et al. 


See: M. I. Kulichenko, "Rastsvet i sblizheniye...," op. cit., pp 209-211. 
See: “"Chislennost i sostav naseleniya SSSR. Po dannym Vsesoyuznoy 
perepisi naseleniya 1979 goda” (Size and Composition of the Population of 
the USSR, Based on the 1979 Census of Population], Moscow, 1985, p 71. 


See: Ibid., pp 74-138 (authors' calculations). 
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On this point see: PRAVDA, 11 February 1987. 


"Internatsionalnoye i natsionalnoye v sotsialisticheskom obraze zhizni 
sovetskogo naroda" [The International and the National in the Socialist 
Way of Life of the Soviet People], Moscow, 1985, p 205. 


Of course, this does not mean that these questions have not been explored 
at all. Thus, a number of interesting problems are posed in the 
collection "Internatsionalizatsiya dukhovnoy zhizni sovetskikh narodov v 
sovremennykh usloviyakh" [The Internationalization of the Spiritual Life 
or Soviet Peoples Under Present-Day Conditions], published in Vilnius in 
1985. We should also note a collection of scientific works published in 
that same year in Kishinev under the title "Internatsionalnoye vospitaniye 
studentov v protsesse prepodavaniya nauchnogo kommunizma" 
[Internationalist Education of Students in the Process of Teaching 
Scientific Communism]; scientists from Rostov University (GDR) took part 
in the preparatior of a number of articles in this collection. However, 
on the whole the status of research on this question remains 
unsatisfactory. 


Of the studies which have appeared on this subject, we would like to draw 
special attention to a monograph by I. I. Serova entitled "Sovetskaya 
obshchenatsionalnaya gordost" [Soviet National Pride] (Minsk, 1981). 


Lenin, op. cit., Vol 26, p 110. 


See: L. E. Freyberg, Ya. V. Yuran and V. Ye. Mokrousov, op. cit., 
pp 92-93. 


See: "“Internatsionalnoye i patrioticheskoye vospitaniye molodezhi. 
Aktualnyye problemy teorii i praktiki" [Internationalist and Patriotic 
Education for Young People: Current Theoretical and Practical Problems], 
Makhachkala, 1984. 


See: "Sovetskiy obraz zhizni i vospitaniye sotsialnoy aktivnosti 
molodezhi" [The Soviet Way of Life and the Inculcation of Social Activism 
in Young People), Alma-Ata, 1985. 


See: R. K. Grdzelidze, "Mezhnationalnoye obshcheniye...," op. cit., p 245. 
Essentially the same views are expressed by K. N. nukov (cf. his study 
"Bratstvo lyudey truda" [The Fraternity of Working People], p 132), as 
well as the authors of "Internationalizm mnogonatsionalnogo kollektiva" 
(The Internationalism of the Multiethnic Collective] (p 69), which was 
published in Alma-Ata in 1984. 


c? 


See: L. M. Drobizheva, "Dukhovnaya obshchnost narodov...," op. ci 
See: Ibid., pp 241 and 242. 


We would draw the reader's attention to the approach to this question 
taken by Zh. G. Golotvin, who is of the opinion that the goal of practical 
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internationalist education is "to make every Soviet worker aware of the 
following thought: an internationalist is obligated not only to 
acknowledge the equality and sovereignty of peoples, but also to combine 
these things with the equal responsibility of all peoples to carry out 
tasks of communist construction" (Zh. G. Golotvin, "Yedinaya sila 
sovetskikh narodov: sotsialnoye rodstvo i splochennost" [The Unified 
Power of the Soviet Peoples: Social Kindred and Solidarity], Moscow, 
1981, p 114). 


67. PRAVDA, 14 February 1987. 


COPYRIGHT: Izdatelstvo TsK KPSS "Pravda", "Voprosy istorii KPSS", 1987 

















SOCIAL ISSUES 


GEORGIAN REPORTER APOLOGIZES FOR RUDE ARTICLE ABOUT CITIZEN 


[Editorial Report] Tbilisi KOMUNISTI in Georgian on | May 1987 carries on 
page 4 KOMUNISTI correspondent Mikheil Mikadze's 500-word “Open Letter to 
Ksenia and Tsiuri Chikaidze," in which he takes the unusual step of 
apologizing in print to the two women (mother and daughter) for his rude and 
ill-considered treatment of their case in an earlier article condemning 
several instances in which various citizens contrived falsely to get around 
Tbilisi housing regulations. Although he did have a signed document from 
the Tbilisi Co-Op Housing Construction Coordination and Control Department 
backing up his charges, the author had a change of heart after meeting the 
elder Chikaidze in person and learning that she was a World War Two widow, a 
party member, and a beloved school teacher with years of dedicated service. 
Taking another look at her case, Mikadze decided that right was on her side 
after all. Accordingly, he and the editors decided to print his apology in 
the 1 May edition of KOMUNISTI “so that you need not celebrate with a heavy 
heart." 


CORRUPTION IN GEORGIAN VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS EXAMINED 


[Editorial Report] Tbilisi KOMUNISTI in Georgian on 13 May 1987 carries on 
page 2 T. Metreveli’s 1,600-word article titled "In the Name of the 
Majority! A Clean, Moral Atmosphere Should Reign in the Schools,” which 
reports the extensive corruption that has been brought to light in Vani 
Rayon'’s PTU [Vocational-Technical School] No 68. The details are taken from 
the minutes of a 30 January meeting of the Vani Raykom Buro, which examined 
gross violations in the school's instruction, financial activities, and 
cadre selection practices. The Vani Procuracy is looking into the matter. 


In particular, it was found that some 50 percent of the technical student 
body actually consisted of persons working in various enterprises and 
offices, who therefore could not, of course, have been attending any daytime 
classes. Yet, they received regular monthly stipends, to the tune of 

6,000 rubles a year. Other misuses of state funds are also mentioned. Logs 
and journals revealed that the teaching staff hardly bothered to record 
grades, attendance, and other statistics. Very few of the teachers, in 
fact, even had the proper credentials. 


Meanwhile, even those teachers who were innocent of wrongdoing themselves 
were guilty of "looking the other way." Worse yet, an auditing team from 
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the State Committee for Vocational-Technical Education last November found 
nothing amiss and reported "100 percent fulfillment" of enrollment and other 


plans. 


Proper action by the Vani Raykom has led to the dismissal or demotion of the 
various guilty officials. 


The author of the article then ties in this episode with others reported 
some six munths ago in a Georgian Communist Party Central Committee Buro 
decision concerning similar violations in the PTUs of Terdzhola, Makharadze, 
and Lanchkhuti rayons, and refers as well to a “recent” decree designed to 
correct the situation. 


The article ends with a P.S. noting that teachers and journalists have met 
more than once in the recent past to debate whether it is a good idea to 
discuss matters like these in print, whether the publicity might besmirch 
the schools’ and teachers’ prestige in the eyes of their pupils and society 
at large. The answer is that “there cannot be any forbidden zones of 
criticism" any more, that pupils themselves can see what has been going on 
and they know that this kind of corruption has become entrenched in many 
areas of life, and that forthrightness can only serve to cleanse the moral 
climate. 


DEPLORABLE CONDITIONS REPORTED AT GEORGIAN HEALTH FACILITY 


[Editorial Report] Tbilisi KOMUN’STI in Georgian on 19 May 1987 carries on 
page 3, which is devoted to letters from readers and follow-ups thereto, 
D. Devidze's 500-word article reporting his findings in response to 
complaints of deplorable conditions in the Saguramo (Mtskheta Rayon) 
Boarding School-Sanatorium, which is intended for children suffering from 
chronic respiratory disorders. The author mentions in passing that 

"95 percent of the pupils come from western Georgia.” 


Officially the facility was converted to its present purpose in 1983, but 
the relevant department of the Education ‘inistry failed to make the 
necessary advance preparations, and the repair and remodeling work has 
dragged badly even though 296,000 rubles were allocated. The dormitory 
unit, classrooms, dining and medical units, showers, and other essential 
components "are badly in need of help." Moreover, medical equipment that 
was acquired has yet to be installed, and is already growing obsolete. 


6854 
CSO: 1813/416 
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SOCIAL ISSUES 


INSENSITIVE APPROACH TO LOCAL POPYLACE AT TAJIK FACTORY 
Dushanbe KOMMUNIST TADZHIKISTANA in Russian 13 May 87 p 2 


[Article by A. Meumyvakin, senior engineer at the Department of Safety 
Engineering of the Tadzhikkhimprom Production Association: "A Most Valuable 
Contribution"; first two paragraphs are source introduction] 


[Text] A report presented at the 6th Plenum of the Tajikistan CP Central 
Committee mentioned a letter written to the Central Committee by an employee 
of the Yavanskiy Electrochemical Plant, A. Ye. Neumyvakin. In his letter, the 
writer raised a number of urgent questions and made observations which, in his 
Opinion, could assist in solving an increasing number of problems, 
particularly in the area of international education in the workers’ 
collectives. 


With the writer's consent, we are publishing his comments. We have fully 
retained the writer's tone and, most importantly, his viewpoint. It is the 
viewpoint of a party zember who is interested in eliminzting obvious 
shortcomings, has his own opinion and is capable of defending it. Some things 
in this article may seem controversial, but this is rather the point of view 
of a practical worker, a subjective opinion of the problen. 


I nave been living in Yavan for almost nine years and work at the 
electrochemical plant. During the past years, I have become acquainted with 
the people living in this small corner of Taj.kistan and with the workers’ 
collective, which is the fountainhead of the republic's chemical industry. 
Much has been heard about the great services performed by the founders of the 
city and plant, so I won't repeat it, especially since it was arother subject 
which prompted me to take up my pen. 


From the very beginning, people have come and continue to come to Yavan from 
every republic of our vast country. This is understancable, since at that time 
the republic did not have the number of highly qualified chemists it needed to 
meet the requirements of the national economy, and even now if. continues to 
experience this need. Later on, there was personnel exchange -one of our best 
traditions, which was established as early as the years of the first five-year 
plans. This was a time when people who had graduated from the school of 
proletarian training and possessed such qualities as an inexhaustible capacity 
for work, pure honesty and amazing intrepidity moved from the center of the 
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country to its outlying regions. By teaching others they learned themselves, 
they mastered the national customs and language and demonstrated the truth of 
internationalistic principles in deed rather than words. 


It cannot be said that those traditions have been forgotten, no, they are 
still going strong, and there are a multitude of things which confirm this. VY. 
Ya. Uskov, A. G. Zhufimov, L. L. Petrov, I. A. Komarnitskiy, A. I. Shubin, M. 
V. Pankratov and I. A. Rudenko, whose names are now familiar to everyone in 
our collective, came here during the years the plant was founded. Kind, 
sympathetic people and skilled specialists, they have gained respect and 
prestige among their fellow workers and the local residents, and it is no 
coincidence that most of those mentioned are presently the heads of 
departments, laboratories and teams. There is yet another reason their names 
have become famous -their ability to work with trainee production workers. 


This makes it all the more disappointing when you encounter people within our 
healthy workers' family who have come here to work, bringing professional 
knowledge with them, but not the most important thing -an understanding of 
civ’.c duty and a willingness to impart knowledge to trainees who in the near 
future will form the foundation of the republic’s working class. Such people 
are forgetting that they were once greatly influenced by experienced teachers 
who worked to make knowledgeable specialists out of them. Now it is their turn 
to pass on what they have learned. 


Of course, teaching a former peasant is much more difficult than teaching a 
city boy or graduate of a professional technical academy or technical school. 
Both patience and willingness are required. However, now and again you 
encounter crudeness and inconsistency on the part of experts and a lack of 
desire to patiently teach trainees and former kolkhoz workers who have changed 
their social status. The most disappointing and pitiful thing is the lack of 
understanding on the part of such people of their international duty, which 
can only be explained by their lack of culture, lapses in indoctrination, 
narrowmindedness and a lack of political responsibility znd pride in their 
work. 


I do not wish to be misunderstood: such people are isolated examples and they 
do mot define the character of the worke~s' collective. However, set against 
the background of a healthy collective, their self-assurance and conceit, 
which of course cannot help but arouse resentment and mistrust, are 
particularly obvious. Of course, the chronic shortage of workers is partially 
to blame here, trainees have to be employed without particularly scrutinizing 
their political and moral qualities. We console ourselves with the thought 
that they are not being sent abroad, instead we will work alongside them here, 
where we can correct and prompt them. Yet for some reason we go no further 
than good intentions. 


Take, for example, the organization of international indoctrination within the 
association. Our collective is multinational, representatives of different 
nationalities wh: have moved here at some time from related enterprises in 
Russia, che Ukraine, Kazakhstan, Turkmenia and other union republics work side 
by side. In order to give a clearer overall picture, I will present the 
following statistics: the collective is comprised of 38.7 percent Russians, 
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32.3 percent Tajiks, 8 percent Uzbeks, 5.9 percent Tatars, 3.1 perzenr. 
Ukrainians and 2 percent Germans. There are also Ossetians, Kazakhs, Bakshirs, 
Belorussians and Azerbaijanians -a total of 34 nationalities are represented. 
It would appear that this very situation should call for increased attention 
to the inculcation of an international feeling in each production worker. 
However, ask the party committee, directorial board or even the regional 
administration what is being done to accomplish this goal. You will hear 
unconvincing sp:eches in which the most frequently used word will most likely 
be the abbreviation KID (Collegium of Foreign Affairs). 


I believe that everyone is familiar with it from the school bench and does not 
require an expansion. But here is a question: is it not shameful today to 
approach the most important direction of ideological work with semi-childisP 
Standards? What do souvenir pins, pendants, mutual correspondence and 
reciprocal guest visits by school children have to do with it? I suggest *hat 
the party organizations approach this question in greater depth and make it 
their first concern to report on what the Communists have done about this, 
primarily in their own collective. 


Should you have occasion to visit our enterprise, particularly the crushing 
and sorting factory, do not attempt to look for a placard, slogan or poster 
written in the Tajik language among the prominently displayed propaganda 
there. The use of visual aids is mainly mon >lingual. Here you have one of the 
characteristics of the organization of international indoctrination. We talk a 
great deal about having a respectful and considerate attitude toward the 
feeling of national pride, but for some reason behind bombastic phrases we 
forget about such a "trifle" as the language of a fraternal people. For I am 
convinced that if someone made the effort to create a group for studying the 
Tajik language at the plant, many newcomers would willingly attend. 


We study the Tajik language, customs and traditions in order to acquire the 
feeling of a united family, become part of a richer culture, jointly solve the 
economic and social problems which arise in the republic and better understand 
the spirit and character of a fraternal people. Everyone knows that 
nationalistic attitudes frequently manifest themselves in religious prejudices 
and old-fashioned rites and rituals, which some people are inclined tc call 
national. So in those places where we Communists are slow to take the 
initiative, we are preempted by home-bred confessors. Is it a coincidence that 
in the Kaynar district, a self-appointed mullah has been manipulating the 
public opinion of the residents? 


There are a number of such kishlaks situated around the rayon center - 
Parchasay, Garav, Navkoram, Kulabod and others <-in which, incidentally, live 
workers from the Tadzhikkhimprom association. They are being indoctrinated at 
the factory (if, of course, we can call obligatory participation in general 
meetings indoctrination), but in their private life they are left to their own 
resources. In my opinion, it is here that our shortcomings and lack of 
initiative lie. 


Why is private life escaping party attention? Why do we consider it a bother 


to present a certificate to a front-rank production worker in his home, in 
front of members of his house-hold and neighbors? Of course, it is easier to 
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do this in the plant's recreation and reading room, in the presence of fellow 
workers. But the point is that they are well acquainted witn the recipient of 
the award even without this, they know about his great services and have even 
already been informed about the certificate in a special edition of the in- 
house newspaper posted on the wall. But how wonderful it would be to hold an 
award ceremony right in the village street, for example, or in the home of the 
honored plant worker! 


Or let's take award ceremonies at the House of Culture, for example. Is no one 
surprised when a worker who lives in a kishlak, as compared to residents of 
Yavan, is at the ceremony all by himsel., without his wife or another 
relative? Of course, directives are inappropriate here, however, I believe 
that the power of persuasion should be employed. It is necessary to teach the 
trainee tc think in a new way, to be guided by modern and not outmoded 
standards in everything, including his attitude toward women. It may also be 
possible to come up with such an organizational trifle as a bus which could 
bring the mothers, wives and sisters of the plant's workers from the kishlaks 
to the award ceremony. 


I would also like to mention one more thing, particularly addressing writers, 
poets and playwrights. Tajikistan has a multitude of enterprises and 
construction projects with multinational collectives which could serve as an 
excellent starting point for creative exploration and the creation, for 
example, of a novel or play. However, Nurek has had more success at this than 
anyone and, incidentally, justifiably so: his most celebrated "Workers' Relay 
Race" alone is of great value! However, I do not intend to go into this now, I 
simply want to remind the reader that the distance between Dushanbe and Yavan 
is almost the same as between Nurek and the capital, but for some reason 
writers seem to pass us by. While, at the same time, we have more than our 
fair share of urgent and vital problems which cannot be solved without much 
deliberation. 


There remains a great deal I would like to talk about: the construction of 
comfortable housing for local residents, taking into consideration large 
families and the need for auxiliary services, the publication of additional 
copies of Russian-Tajik phrase books and dictionaries to be available to 
everyone, supervisory assistance to the village workers by the townspeople, 
strengthening of business connections between them and much more. For, in the 
final analysis, friendship is not so much a word as a deed which is mutually 
beneficial. 


In conclusion, I would once again like to mention the urgent need to inculcate 
in each person a feeling of internationalism. We have had enough of finding a 
few moving examples, occasions for gasps and displays of enthusiasm in the 
practice of international indoctrination. Let us remember that the opposite of 
this appears in precisely those places where it is carefully hidden, hushed up 
and avoided for fear that the truth will hurt someone's feelings. 
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REGIONAL ISSUES 


KAZAKH OFFICIAL REPORTS ON INDUSTRIAL PROGRESS, SHORTCOMINGS 
Moscow PRAVDA in Russian 17 May 87 p 2 


[Article by N. Nazarbayev, chairmar of Kazakh SSR Council of Ministers, Alma- 
Ata, under the rubric"Towards the CPSU Central Committee Plenum": "The 
Conditions Are New, the ‘Obstacles' Are Old"; first paragraph is source 
introduction ] 


[Text] Restructuring, begun in the country after the April (1985) CPSU 
Central Committee Plenum and the 27th Party Congress, has touched all aspects 
of our republic's life. We took a step forward in overcoming stagnant 
features in the economy. Already last year, Kazakhstan's economy operated 
more stably, and the rate of development of all sectors rose. Growth of 
production of manufactured goods and labor productivity exceeded planned 
rates. In agriculture, targets for purchases of grain, meat, milk, eggs, wool 
and deliveries of animal-husbandry products to all-union stocks were 
fulfilled. Positive tendencies in capital construction were also noted. 
Plans were overfulfilled for opening of housing, schools, children's 
institutions and polyclinics. 


Working is better now than yesterday; we are aided by the new conditions of 
economic management which are being established in industry, personal services 
and communications, in motor and river transport and in road operation. But 
here it would be timely to make a reservation. The impression should not be 
created in the reader that, so to say, initial achievements have once more 
turned one's head. Nothing ef the sort. We look upon what has been attained 
as evidence of the great potential resources of the republic which still 
remain to be put ito use. As they say, only surface reserves have been 
employed, and it still is necessary to make one's way into the depths. 


The determined forward movement demands a thoughtful and nonstandardized 
approach, flexibility and the detection and elimination of "obstacles" holding 
back the development and introduction of an anti-expenditure mechanism of 
economic operation. But a great many artificial barriers have been built up. 
Here is a paradox: industry has gone over to the new conditions of economic 
operation, and the independence of enterprises is being expanded, but the 
priority of gross cost indicators remains in force. True, the vclume of 
commodity production for a number of sectors has already become a calculated 
item and is not made obligatory in annual plans. But the planning and 
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computation of such important indicators as labor productivity, return on 
investment and a number of others is largely done through former the total 
production volume cost of commodity production. Yes, and the wages of labor 
collectives are firmly linked to total production volume cost. Who then in 
such cases will cut the limb on which he is sitting? Quite the contrary. 
Since the first sign of acceleration is considered to be growth of the rate of 
commodity production from the attained level, the cost volume is artificially 
inflated in sectors. There are any number of such examples. I shall only cite 
a few concrete ones. 


In ferrous metallurgy, for the sake of volume growth of commodity production, 
deliveries of concentrates from enterprises with a complete production 
cycle--from mining of ore to smelting of metal--are planned centrally as 
before. For example, from the Dzhezkazgan Ore Mining and Smelting Combine, 
66,000 tons of copper concentrates are transported to the similar Balkhash Ore 
and Smelting Combine. Is it because Dzhezkazgan's metallurgical capacities 
are overloaded? Nothing of the sort. They are used only 75-80 percent. All 
the concentrates could be processed at the site. Even the technology level is 
Significantly higher than at the Balkhash combine. Here there is greater 
extraction of copper, lead, sulfur and other comcomitant metals. At the same 
time, the processing of Dzhezkazgan concentrates in Balkhash results ina 
metal loss amounting to 3.6 million rubles. 


Why then all this bother with shipments, which incidentally divert thousands 
of railroad cars? The explanation is quite simple: the sector through a 
second count gets 92 million rubles for the sale. At the same time, behind 
these millions there are no products, while the "volume of air" costs the 
government plenty. Is it possible to continue closing one's eyes to such 
machinations? 


I accentuate this question because the method of double counting today is used 
by many sectors. Thus, the Kalkaman Road Machine Plant makes bulldozers on 
the basis of tractors from the Pavlodar Tractor Plant to which engines are 
supplied in turn by the Altay Motor Plant. The Kalkaman people get the 
tractors at a price of 6,450 rubles. They attach a hydraulic system and a 
shovel and now sell the bulldozers for a price of 7,060 rubles of which their 
own cost is only 610 rubles. As a result of the repeat count, the cost of the 
engine is reckoned thrice and of the tractor twice. The result is that the 
economy has a single bulldozer, but in monetary terms you have a sum exceeding 
cost severalfold. Yet on its basis, calculations are made of materials 
intensiveness and production efficiency. Can they really reflect the new 
quality of growth? 


Real retention of the dominance of gross cost indicators seriously holds back 
improvement of management, reduction of the many stages through which a good 
passes, amalgamation of enterprises and concentration and specialization of 
production. Today in Kazakhstan more than half of the industrial enterprises 
employ fewer than 200 workers. Here less than 8 percent of manufactured 
products are produced in the republic. At the same time, each small plant 
has, as would be expected, its own managers, departments and services, porters 
and watchmen. But these costs are nothing compared to those which are imposed 
on the state by the technical and technological backwardness of such 


111 





production operations. The headquarters of the sectors need to more boldly 
proceed to creation of associations. Is it really impossible for the same 
republic Ministry of Ferrous Metallurgy to create a production association on 
the basis of the Pavlodar Aluminum Plant and the Turgay and Krasnooktyabrskiy 
bauxite ore administrations to supply it with raw material? It is possible. 
But this would result in a seeming loss of roughly 40 million rubles of 
commodity production, inasmuch as bauxite will no longer be an end product of 
previously independent enterprises. 


Piling up of the total production volume cost has attained a wide scale 
through repeated counting at the Ministry of Ferrous Metallurgy, which is 
something I spoke about from the rostrum of the 27th CPSU Congress. And as 
long as gross production volume cost prevails, such "specialization" serves as 
a reliable profit-making stick [palochka vuruchalochka]. Judge for 
yourselves. Many enterprises of the Ministry of Ferrous Metalluregy did not 
meet their contractual obligations in the first quarter. Clients failed to 
receive a large amount of pipe and other types of products, but the quarterly 
sales plan was overfulfilled by the ministry. Can such plans reflect the new 
quality of growth? 


Chasing after volume in rubles is the main reason why ministries and 
departments are not eagerly proceeding to the creation of associations and 
amalgamated enterprises, although everybody knows of the advantages of sucl a 
step. Even in the case of state acceptance at enterprises, they are concerned 
in the first place about expensive items that provide cost indicators. Thus 
at the Ural Fittings Plant imeni V.I. Lenin of the USSR Ministry of Machine 
Building for Light and Food Industry and Household appliances, the plan in the 
first quarter for products subject to be turned over to state acceptance was 
fulfilled 98.6 percent but was overfulfilled with respect to total sales. I 
could be reproached: can't you eliminate these distortions? We can! But we 
cannot compensate the collective for the lost wage fund and deductions into 
the economic stimulation fund in connection with reduction of the inflated 
volume in rubles. In addition, this volume influences the growth rate of 
production volume and labor productivity in the republic. Where does the 
solution lie? 


Taking into consideration the serious defects of the indicator of commodity 
production and its anti-expenditure methods of economic operation, it would be 
useful to measure the contribution of enterprises in creation of the national 
income for net production and even to a greater degree to enhance the role of 
physical indicators. To carry out effective evaluation of work with respect 
to fulfilling contractual deliveries and to tie in this indicator to the wage 
fund. In this connection I would like to support the conclusions of the 
participants of the "Business Club" discussing the problem "The Rate and New 
Quality of Growth" (see PRAVDA for 23 March of this year). Determination of 
the wage fund should be done for actually produced output while taking into 
account its normative labor intensiveness and quality, motivating at the same 
time reduction of labor outlays. 


There is still a pressing problem--the weak linkage of sectoral and regional 
principles of planning. I refer to the fact that the new conditions of 
economic operation, let us say, for power, light industry and enterprises of 
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the construction industry have included from among approved indicators cost 
vO.ume. At the same time, the 5-year plan for the oblasts and the republic 
was approved with an orientation toward the commodity production of these 
sectors. The decision was a compromise, for which reason they are concerned 
as before about growth of commodity production. 


At the present time, a number of measures have been implemented in the country 
aimed at boosting the role and responsibility of local soviets of people's 
deputies for the comprehensive development of the economy on the respective 
territories. 


In this connection, I think the experience of working out joint plans with 
union ministries for accelerated development of sectors deserves attention and 
dissemination. Such programs were worked out and implemented with the USSR 
Ministry of Construction Materials Industry, the USSR Ministry of Light 
Industry, the USSR Ministry of Installation and Special Construction Work and 
the USSR Ministry of Tractor and Agricultural Machine Building. They make it 
possible on a qualitatively new level to better solve questions of both 
production and of a social character. It is also necessary to examine the 
question of creation of scientific-production associations. 


The problem of rational utilization of natural resources calls for such 
consideration. We need to honestly acknowledge that we have not been acting 
efficiently with available natural wealth and are not taking that which is 
literally under our feet. Judge for yourselves. 


Tests conducted in the republic showed that the addition of only 5 percent of 
cement to pulverized cinders of phophorus plants makes it possible to obtain 
a good binding material. The use of one million tons cf such "cement" 
provides a saving in the amount of 11 million rubles. The republic has 18 
million tons of this raw material, and its quantity grcws yearly by 3 million 
tons. Calculations show that the new construction material is twice as cheap 
as cement. And it requires one-fourth of the capital investment that regular 
cement does. However’, all this contradicts the requirements of the 
expenditure mechanism, anc 2 very profitable undertaking is impeded. 


Another example. In the republic, a tremendous quantity of the ashes of heat 
and power stations has been accumulated. This mountain of cinders also 
increases annually by 16 million tons. The use level of this material does 
not exceed 4 percent. At the same time, it can provide a large benefit. And 
this has already been proved in practice. At the Alma-Ata House Building 
Combine, the addition of ashes from the Yermak State Regional Electric Power 
Station results in the production of excellent experimental batches of wall 
panels anc floor slabs made of expandedclay lightweight concrete. At the 
same time, savings of cement reach 40-80 kilograms per cubic meter of 
concrete. But this question too is not being resolved. Why? 


Departmental barriers are also a hindrance. For power engineers, ashes are 
waste, for those of nonferrous metallurgy it is a nontraditional raw material. 
But the difficulty, I think, lies in the existing economic mechanism, more 
precisely in its gross indicators which simply do not accept inexpensive 
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variants. How much longer will we tolerate such an absurdity? It is time to 
make a serious reckoning of such mismanagement by economic departments and 
science. 


But let us return to the new conditions of work. As before, imbalance of 
plans remains an acute problem. This undermines evaluation of the most 
important advantage of socialism--proportional development of the economy. In 
the republic, about 40 construction trusts have now been transferred to the 
collective contract. And by the end of the first half of the year, the 
remaining organizations will go over to this progressive form of labor 
Organization. Furthermore, as of 1 July, 8 trusts and 4 house building 
combines will have been transferred to full cost accounting and self- 
financing. This very iczportant work is not being done for the benefit of 
reports. But it and the work are running into artificial barriers. What do I 
have in mind? Builders’ plans are not backed up with an adequate material and 
technical supply. The rolled-metal shortage for the annual program amounts to 
45,000 tons, cement--200,000 tons, pipe--25,000 tons and so forth. Thus the 
fate of the contract at construction projects is endangered. Who is the 
gainer in this? 


Today these facts in the course of restructuring, you will agree, are simply 
intolerable. In the localities, renewal has begun of all facets of our life. 
There is less apathy, indifference, lack of interest--the nutritive medium of 
stagnation. We have felt the force of acceleration. And mismanagement, in 
whatever form it occurs, becomes all the more revolting. Such is the 
dialectic of our life today. Since it is so, then measures must be adoyted 
more quickly and more decisively. Thus we need to remove faster all 
"obstacles" in our economic mechanism. At the January (1987) Plenum of the 
CPSU Central Committee, it was pointed out that restructuring in the economy 
should contribute to the decisive overcoming of processes of stagnation, to 
scrapping of the braking mechanism and to the creation of a reliable and 
effective mechanism of acceleration of the social and economic development of 
Soviet society. 
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